FORTUNATUS

l. With the Count of Flanders

The Kingdom of Cyprusis an island situated close to where the sun
rises from the sea: a delightful, merry, fertillaimsl, full of all kinds of fruits,
and known to many who have landed and passed soraeethiere on their
journey to Jerusalem, in the Holy Land. It comdaia splendid city,
Famagusta, which was once the seat of a noble bufhancient lineage.
His parents had left him much money and propedythat he was very rich
and powerful; but he was also very young and cdraless disposition. He
had taken but little notice of how his parents Baded and increased their
money, and his mind was wholly preoccupied withghesuit of honour and
physical pleasures. So he maintained himself i@atyistate, jousting,
tourneying and travelling around with the King’s (€p and losing much
money thereby. His friends, soon noticing thawae in danger of losing
more than his means could bear, thought of givimng & wife, in the hope
that she would curb his expenditure. When theyssted this to him, he
was highly pleased, and he promised to follow tlaglvice; and so they
began to search for a suitable spouse.

Now there was a noble burgher in the city of Niapsghe capital of
Cyprus, where the King usually held court. Thisgher had a beautiful
daughter called Graciana, and she was marriedetgdbth, Theodore, with
no inquiries made as to what kind of a man he wsisch was his reputation
for wealth and power. The maiden was brought to im great splendour,

and a spectacular wedding took place — it beingctretom for the rich to

! Cyprus ceased to be an independent kingdom in, J#88ing into the hands of the Venetian Republic.
The last King of Cyprus died in 1473.



make especial display of their wealth and magniiteeon such occasions.
When the wedding festivities were over, and thestpibad returned to their
homes, Theodore took the maiden to wife and livath vmer in great
happiness and virtue, to the deep satisfactioniofriends, who believed
that they had performed a virtuous deed by tanegutild Theodore with a
wife — for they did not realise how difficult it & change one’s nature. In
time, Graciana became pregnant, and she gavetbidhson before a year
had followed the wedding, to the delight of all @md her. This son was
baptised and christened Fortunatus.

But Theodore began to revert to his old habitgsjimg, riding with a
large retinue, buying expensive horses, and framgerthe King's Court;
and he left his wife and child on their own with@at much as a by-your-
leave. One day he would sell a tithe, the nextliayvould pawn a landed
property; and he did this so often that in timehlagl nothing left to sell or
hock. Having completely wasted the time of histiipine became so poor
that he could no longer retain a servant or a mamd the good lady
Graciana had to cook and wash herself, like a penring-woman.

And one day, they were sitting at table, about ab e@nd willing
enough to be merry if they had the means. Thesabbefore the father, and
the father looked at the son in great earnest;hendegan to sigh from the
bottom of his heart, for his son was now nearhhtggn years old and could
barely read or write a name. He was, howeverleskt hawking and all
the other arts of hunting, and these served gsdsisme.

“Dear father, what is wrong?” he asked. “Why go& so sad? I've
noticed that you become sad when you look at nel &g you, father, to
tell me if I've angered you in any way? Or donlive my life as you would

wish? Please let me know, for | want to live as would wish me to.”



“My dear son,” said the father, “my grief is nahaof yours. Nor can
| blame anyone else; for the pain and troubles $treundure are all of my
own making. When | think of the honour and possessthat were mine —
and which | have so wastefully squandered! My p&réad faithfully saved
them for me, and | should have followed their exeEmfor the dignity of
our lineage. But | did not do that; so when | ladkyou, and reflect that |
can neither help nor advise you, | am troubled witbh a heavy burden that
| can find neither rest nor relief by day or nightAlso, there is my
abandonment by those with whom | so generouslyeshary all; | am no
longer a worthy guest in their eyes.” And so heplained of his lot with a
heavy heart.

The son was disturbed by his father’s distress said: “Oh, dear
father, don't feel so sad, and stop worrying aboet I'm young, strong and
healthy, I'll seek service in a foreign land. Téisra lot of happiness in the
world, and | hope to God to find my share. Youdavgraceful master in
our King, and if you serve him well, he won’t abandyou or my mother,
not before the end of your days. And don’t be asthof what necessity
compels you to do. Don’t worry about me, you ang mother have done
enough for me by bringing me up. For that, | thgaly greatly, and I'll pray
to God for you for the rest of my life.”

With these words he stood up, took his hawk, aatked out of the
house. At the sea-shore he considered what hel aulto stop himself
being a burden to his father. And as he walkezhtbfro along the shore, he
noticed a galley in port; this galley was from Msmi and it contained
pilgrims who had travelled to Jerusalem, includthg Count of Flanders,

two of whose servants had died during the journdjhe Count had no



further business with the King, and the pafnaas ready to leave — the horn
was being sounded to summon all passengers on,doarthe galley was
about to set sail —, so he and many other noblemeea heading towards the
ship in time to embark. Seeing this, the dispiriE®rtunatus thought: ‘If |
could only find service with this lord, and trasa far with him that | shall
never return to Cyprus — I'll ask him if he needseavant.” Then he walked
towards the group and, doffing his hat, bowed \gracefully, by which the

Count could see that he was no peasant’s son.

“Merciful lord, | have heard that Your Grace hastlservants — does
Your Grace not require another one?”

“What are your skills?” replied the Count.

“l can hunt and hawk, and | know all the othediskof the wood. |
can also ride a horse and handle arms.”

“You would certainly be suitable — but | come frendistant land, and
| fear you would not wish to leave Cyprus.”

Fortunatus replied: “Gracious lord, you could tratvel so far that |
would not wish it were four times the distance.”

“What wages must | give you?”

“Gracious lord, you must give me nothing. Asiivee so reward me.”

2 Captain of a Mediterranean vessel.



The Count was very pleased with the youth’s wadd said: “The
galley will depart immediately. Are you ready?”

Fortunatus cried, “Yes, lord!,” then he threw trevk perched on his
hand into the air, and let it fly away. Thus del $tep into the galley as the
Count’s servant, without the blessing or leave isfrhother and father, and
with little money. He left the land behind and,tiwia following wind,
arrived in a short time in Venice. The Count, Ingvpreviously seen the
sights, did not wish to remain there, for he desibebe back home among
his friends. It had also been his intention, ifd@ohelp enabled him to
return from Jerusalem, to marry the daughter ofibke of Cleves, a young
and very beautiful girl; and all the arrangemeratd heen made, pending his
return. Therefore his desire to return home balirthe more fiercely; so he
equipped himself, and bought horses, beautiful geldels and velvet
garments, and everything else required for a giests wedding. Although
the Count had many servants, only Fortunatus cspé&hk Italian; and he
being highly skilled at bargaining with the merctsarthe Count was greatly
pleased and grew very fond of him. Noting his mastfavour, Fortunatus
applied himself with ever-increasing industry te bervice. He was always
the last with his lord at night, and the first big bed in the morning; the
Count took note of this dedication, and when healisred that some of the
new horses he was dividing among his servants Wered worthless (as is
usually the case whenever a large number of ha@rsesold), he made sure
that Fortunatus received one of the best. Thigsttyreannoyed the other
servants, who began to hate the youth. “Just faibidy would whisper to
one another, “the Devil has shit this Italian o’ usor they all believed that,
because he could speak Italian, he was a natitreabtountry — although he

was by birth a Greek. Nevertheless, they had wicelbut to watch him as



he rode with their lord, and no one dared to a¢séicor slander him before
the Count.

Now the Count arrived home in great joy, to andwable reception
from his people, for he was very dear to them, ¢p@inGod-fearing Count
who loved his subjects. And as he stepped aslmisegood friends and
liegemen came and received him handsomely, prai§od that he had
completed such a blessed journey; then they bemapdak with him about
the wedding. With a broad smile he requested th@rose no time in
making the final arrangements; and several dags, lae was married to the
Duke of Cleves’ daughter. A great and sumptuouddivg festival was
held, about which much could be written, for mamyges and lords came
to attend. There were fiercely competitive jousied other knightly
exercises, all performed before the beautiful ndétikes whom the princes
and lords had brought along. Now, however manyepaw other servants
these noblemen had brought in attendance to théiagednot one of them
gave greater pleasure to lords and ladies — inicgeland carriage — than
Fortunatus. When they asked the Count where hig@mus servant came
from, he replied that he had met him when returiiiogh Jerusalem, and he
told them how Fortunatus was so skilled a huntat tthe birds in the air and
the beasts in the wood were all afraid of him; rogeg, he knew how to
serve, and how to respect each person’s rank. eTleesnmendations

induced many princes and lords and ladies to ptésatunatus with gifts.



Once the princes and lords had finished jousting,Duke of Cleves
and his son-in-law the Count decided to award twiaep to the lords’
servants in attendance; these were to divide oo §roups, two of which
would joust for the first prize on one day, and tbéher two for the
remaining prize on the following day, each prizéengeworth 100 crowns.
The servants were pleased, and they harboured loépesning the money.
There were 80 of them in all, so 40 fought on edely, among them
Fortunatus, who carried with him his lord’s blegsinOn the first day, one
of the Duke of Brabant’'s servants, Timothy, won piize; and Fortunatus
was the victor the day after. When his fellow-jeus and the far more
numerous group of non-combatants saw this, they wleeply displeased,
and to a man they asked Timothy to challenge Fattimto a joust and set
his winnings against the “ltalian’s”; they would ahd severally be in his
debt. Timothy simply could not refuse the requettso many good
companions, and he duly challenged Fortunatusdongest for the overall
prize, who did not hesitate to agree. The lordsrdhef this contest with
great pleasure.

And so they armed themselves at once and wehetodmbat-ground.
The joust began: each rode manfully at the othdt, wum the fourth joust,
Fortunatus sent Timothy sprawling the length otuack behind his horse,

and so won the 200 crowns. Then, for the firsetfimeal envy and hatred



were aroused, especially among the Count of Flahdarvants; but the
Count was delighted that one of his servants hah bectorious, and he
thought that all of his retinue would share thidigke and prefer their
companion’s victory to that of a stranger. Fokhew nothing of the hatred
his servants bore Fortunatus, nor did anyone dalthim.

Now there was an old, cunning man among themedd&tupert. He
told his fellows that, for 10 crowns in ready monbkg would undertake to
cause Fortunatus to ride hurriedly away of his @enord, without taking
leave of his lord or anyone else; and he wouldhi®ih such a fashion that
none of the servants would fall under suspiciorns oke, they cried: “Oh
Rupert, if you can do that, what are you waiting?fo He replied: “I cannot
do it without money. Let everyone hand me half@vn, and if | do not get
rid of him, I'll give each of you a whole crown meturn.” They all readily
agreed, and those who did not have any money al barrowed from
others. In this way 15 crowns were raised and éadrver to Rupert, who
said: “Now no one must say anything to him; and enakre you act in all
things as you have done previously.” They all pezd to do this.

And so Rupert began to befriend Fortunatus; hé&esgo him very
amicably, telling him the old histories of varioemuntries, and how one lord
had conquered another’s land. Although Fortunbag a benevolent lord,
with whom he could stay for the rest of his lifeygert thought it necessary
that he learn about past events. He also reveadey secrets to Fortunatus,
and introduced him, to his great delight, to come&lymen; and wherever
they went, he would send out for wine and such sweats as he knew were
fit for such occasions. Fortunatus was greatlyspdh for his wealth and
noble nature, which he could well endure; and #nsed that everyone

wished to stand in his favour. Whenever they regdrfrom their courting,



he would open his wallet to pay his share of thpeexliture, but Rupert
would not accept anything, saying that Fortunatas wearer to him than
any of his brothers, he would willingly bestow oimheverything he had —
and many more flattering words. He was well awdrat Italians are
reluctant to part with money, and he thought treatbuld not give a greater
proof of loyalty to Fortunatus than by meeting bigopenses. And they
continued to live in this vein until Rupert's monlegd almost run out.

Now the Count’s other servants saw these two ligadavishly, and
they said to one another: “Is Rupert trying touglof the Italian? If he were
over the sea in Cyprus and heard of such a lifestglhe is now leading, he
would waste no time in thinking a way over hereup&t has not fulfilled
his promise, and he must give us 30 crowns — elvée idoesn’'t have a
penny to his name.” Hearing these words, Rupertked his comrades,
saying: “If | didn’t have your money, how could &ve a good time?” But
when the money had all been spent, then late oeriry, with the Count
and his wife being at rest, and there being noefustand service, Rupert
appeared in Fortunatus’ room and began:

“Our lord’'s Chancellor, a good and favourite fdeof mine, has told
me something in confidence within this last hound although he expressly
forbade me to reveal it, as | value his friendslygt, | cannot keep it from
my good and generous friend — for it is a mattat thay well concern you.

“As you know, our lord has taken a noble and h&dwife, who has
many beautiful ladies and maidens in her chamidow, he has somehow
been struck by the notion that his wife, and thesadens, are in danger
from the young chamber-boys who serve them. Algiolbe hopes that the
women have too much regard for their honour to ewvemsider a

disreputable act, he is only too aware of the Inles$ and madness of love,



and how difficult it is to quench this flame ondehas been lit; only death
can separate two faithful lovers. To prevent theshas resolved — acting on
advice which concurs with his own opinion — to ridelouvain tomorrow,
where he will settle some affairs of the greategiartance with the Count
of Luxembourg-Saint Poll. He will be taking allshservants along, to
appear in the utmost splendour; for he knows tmaGount will do likewise.
And while he is there, he will have the women’s rf@@rvants castrated,
whether they like it or lump it. He knows a stéeltow in Louvain who will
do this secretly; and he will order this man tdextl three or four stout lads
and occupy four peasants’ huts in a secluded spbén our lord will send
his servants in this man’s direction, one each dath a horse to bring to
his wife; and this fellow will be lying in wait fogach servant in the morning
so he can capture him and forcibly cut off botheapfages — let there be no
misunderstanding — both testicles. Every care thidin be taken to heal
them; they will want for nothing. And they shadlitho one, not even one
another; then they will be taken home to the womepartments, where
they will serve the ladies as previously.

“He will tell his wife this and pledge her to secy — for he knows
that she will then tell her first maid, who will gg&this on, and so on — until
all the women know. In this way, our Lord hope<lose entry to love in
the ladies’ quarters; he knows that no woman cak kindly on a castrated
or sackless man, for this runs sharp counter tmatire.”

Fortunatus gave a violent start on hearing thid asked if Rupert
knew an exit out of the city? If so, could he gleahow him it so that he
could flee this instant, rather than await his lem@solve. “Even if he gave
me all he possessed, and made me King of Englawduldn’t serve him

for another day. So help me, dear Rupert, to estap
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Rupert replied: “Fortunatus, my friend, the cisytotally secure, and
no one can enter or leave until early morning, wh&tins are sounded:
then the Porta de Vacha — that is, the Cow Gatds the first gate to be
opened. But, my dear Fortunatus, if | was in yoosition, | wouldn’t swim
against the tide; you would be a made man for |&®. I'd consent without
giving it a second thought.”

“If anyone desireghat, then may God grant him his wish!" cried
Fortunatus. “But | won't hear of it, and if | wegiven the choice between
being castrated and made the King of France, argban ungelded beggar
until my dying day, | wouldn’t need anyone’s advitd become a beggar,
and never lie in the same spot for two nights.”

“I'm sorry that | disclosed this affair to you, ag’re going to lose
you,” sighed Rupert. “I had rather set my hopesoanliving as brothers
and passing our time together. But as you're detexd to leave, write to
me to let me know where you’ll be; that way, | camte back when our lord
has found his quota of eunuchs, and you can retdrdon’t doubt for a
second that you'll find you have a merciful lord.”

“Don’t write to me. Don’t wait for me,” Fortunadwsaid hastily. “I'm
never returning to the court as long as | live.dAmust ask you not to tell
anyone I've left until | have three days’ ridinghoed me.”

“I promise you security,” replied Rupert. Prepgrito take a
sorrowful leave of his friend, he lamented: “May tGrace of God, the pure
heart of the blessed Virgin Mary and the blessihgliothe saints lead you,
accompany you in all that you do, and protect yaunfall sorrow.” Thus

they parted.

% “De boeuerie poorte’ — one of the old city-gates.
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What good words come from false hearts! Oh Jutags; many
descendants you have!

It was around midnight. All were asleep — savetlatus. There
was no sleep in his head; an hour seemed the lehgtlday to him; he was
in constant dread of the Count hearing of his in@&nto escape and having
him imprisoned. So he waited with sweat and fedi the break of day,
whereupon he sprang out of bed, put on his boatsspars, took his hawk
and hound, as if he were going hunting, and rodaddly away. Such was
his haste that if one of his eyes had fallen outvbald not have stopped to
pick it up. When he had ridden ten miles he bowgldther horse, sending
back to the Count horse, hound and hawk, so thhdeno cause to pursue

him; and then he continued on his way.

The Count was greatly surprised at Fortunatus’denddeparture
without leave, for he had neither shown him amwill nor given him a
reward for his service. So he asked his servdhiand severally if they
knew the reason for his departure; they all repined they did not, swearing
that they had done him no harm. The Count thent werthe Ladies’
Chamber and questioned his wife and her maids.y Téglied that they
knew of no insult or actual harm offered to him;tbha contrary, he had been
happy when he left them the night before, and heehlielling them about

12



his land, the clothes the women there wore, andrdtiabits and customs.
“And he said this in such bad German that we cdtuldoppress our
laughter! And when he saw us laughing, he joimecand laughing he left
us.”

“l do not know the truth as of yet,” said the Cgubut | shall know it.
And if | discover that one of my retainers is resgible, he will account to
me for it. Fortunatus would not have left with@aiuse. He earned around
five hundred crowns during his time here; and | wd think that he would
ever leave. However, | understand that he is hat mind to return, for he
has taken all his belongings with him.”

When Rupert heard of his lord’s great grief, he @&Hlicted with fear,
and anxious in case one of his companions miglgalawe truth; so he went
to each and every one, beseeching them to keep t¢bensel. They
earnestly assured him of their silence, but wereus to know what trick
he had used to make Fortunatus depart so suddedlgsaif he were guilty
of some reprehensible deed. One of them was eslyeicisistent with his
guestions; and as he would not desist, Rupertyinaplied:

“As Fortunatus had told me about his father — heewserved at the
King of Cyprus’s court and fell to poverty — | toldm that an express
messenger was on his way to the King of Englandfeom him of the King
of Cyprus’s death, the two being close friendsisThessenger had told me
that the King, while in good health, had knighted tather Theodore and
conferred on him the estate belonging to Count Ams# Terazino, who
had died without heirs, thus leaving his estatiiéoKing. Theodore was the
first to supplicate the King for this, and it wasmediately granted to him

and his heirs, then confirmed with letter and seal.
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“He didn't seem to believe me, saying merely, Gpk things are
going well for my father.” But then he rode away.”

The other servants said to one another: “How cheldhave been so
unwise! If he had told our lord that such fortumed come his way, he
would have had him fitted out with style and digné&nd sent three or four
of us with him, and he’'d have departed with gre&tdur and enjoyed our

lord’s favour all his lifelong days.”

Il.  Fortunatus in London

Now let us leave the Count and his servants aad Wwhat happened
to Fortunatus after he bought a new horse, hawhgned the old one to its
owner. In constant fear of pursuit, he gallopedrdaster until he arrived in
Calais. Once there, he boarded a ship for Englaisdgdread of castration
was so great that he did not feel safe on this sfdéhe sea. Arriving in
England with a great sense of relief, he beganetain his spirits, and
cheerfully journeyed to the capital, London, a cefbr merchants from all
over the world.

A richly-stocked galley had recently arrived fromgp@us, and among
the many merchants on board there were two youkttshad been sent over
by their rich fathers and entrusted with much espsnmerchandise. This
was their first time abroad and they knew only secimabout how to behave
and handle themselves in foreign lands as theyhleadd from their fathers;
yet their sires had given them wise instructionad they but followed it!
Once the galley had been unloaded and custom dodidsto the King, the
youths began to sell their merchandise, receiviniipis way great quantities
of coin, to their delight; it was a new experierioe them to walk around

with ready cash. Fortunatus met these youths, taeg accorded one
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another a convivial reception in a foreign landhey became good friends,
and soon fell in with a gang of rascals who werst paasters at supplying,
for a price, comely women, gaming and revels. Aadhey lived joyfully

enough; when one was given a beautiful lover, arotranted a prettier one
— no matter what the cost. This went on for halfear, and then their
money began to run out, one having incurred evesatgr losses than the

other.

Fortunatus had the least to lose and so was teeth go broke.
Everything he possessed, and then all the procefettee youths’ trade in
London, was squandered on comely women, who slitawath their knaves.
Although the three Cypriots had no money left, ttleyught that their lovers
would still admit them, enjoy their company, anadwhthe generosity that
they would have shown. However, their hopes camadught, for they
found the door locked, and mocking female voicededadown from a
window:

“Come back when you've got some more money. U glon’t get any
more, then clear off to your ships and sail backherever you came from.”

Their knaves, who had previously attended to thethys, addressing

them as ‘Sir,” began to mock as well.
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“What sort of a Sir are you?” one asked the yautio had lost 2,000
crowns on his girl. “Is that all the money you Radustwhatdid you hope
to achieve withthat?”

“What sort of a Sir are you, if you think we shdilave you endlessly
hanging around for the sake of 2,000 crowns?” arathipped in.

A third turned on Fortunatus. “What a thickhealiyare! You had
only 500 crowns — why didn't you invest them inestmerchandise, instead
of passing them on to foolish women? If you'd Headdyour affairs well,
they’d have lain with you for next to nothing.”

Meanwhile, all the Cypriot merchants had finishteading and the
patron had set a day for their return. The ordentwout to all these
merchants to load their cargoes, so the two yowtbat back to their
lodgings to check their accounts. They saw thay thad received much
money, and what they should have purchased withntloaey, according to
their fathers’ instructions — but there was no nyoledt. It had all been
given for wet sugar. And if the original sum haekh larger, there would
still have been nothing left. They returned homé&vempty hands, and
although | do not know what kind of reception thegre given by their
fathers, | am sure it was not warm, for they did bong back a good
account.

Alone and penniless, Fortunatus thought: ‘If | ibad or three crowns,
| would go to France. | might find a lord thereSo he ran back to his girl
and appealed to her for the loan of two or thresvos so he could go to a
cousin in Flanders who had 400 crowns, and he cbuly these back.
Then they could have a good time.

She said: “If you know where to get money, you danit without

bothering me.”
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Now that he realised that there was no money tdhdm here, he
thought: ‘If | had my money once more, | wouldnivg it to her to keep’'.
“Darling,” he began, “at least send for some winékt's have a drink
together.”

“Go, take him a pot of beer,” she told her maahd let the ass swill.”

Thus did she show him her gratitude.

Being thus abandoned, Fortunatus thought: ‘I nfimsk someone to
serve until I've gathered together a few crown&hd the next morning, he
walked to a square in Lombard Street where a radkitof people met to do
business. He asked if anyone was in need of asgrand he was hired by
a rich Florentine merchant, one Geronimo Robdrkiis merchant required a
large retinue for purposes of trade, and so movednd in great state. He
promised Fortunatus two crowns a month and took hoame, where he
straightaway began to serve at table. Observimg tie master of the house
realised that his new servant was no strangermnoumable people, and so he
sent him on an errand. Now, ships were unableboecwithin 20 miles of
the city, congregating instead in the mouth of filames; and Fortunatus
was sent there with wares to load, and orders persise the unloading of
arrivals, which duties he carried out in exemplashion.

There was a young Florentine, named Andrea, amiah’'s son. His
father had entrusted him with a great store of gamtt sent him to Bruges
in Flanders, but within a short space of time he $guandered the lot. Nor
did he stop at this. He took up more money byslmfl exchange, writing to
his father that he would send him a great storenefchandise at a large
profit. The good father believed this and paid i@ son, so much and so
long until he had nothing left; and still he wasitimg for the wares his son

was supposed to send him. He will no doubt halem@ wait, for the rogue
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had totally ruined himself and his father — as danynsons in whom their
fathers place too much faith and trust.

And when Andrea had not so much as a bean lefingawtally lost
all credit among the merchants, and also amongvtieges and knaves, so
that no-one was willing to give or lend him evempenny, he thought he
would return to Florence, where he would find aeech some old widow.
And as he was travelling homewards, he arrived French town named
Tours, in the Touraine. Having heard from his eeper that there was a
rich nobleman from London in prison, he said: “Msgad host, may | not see
the prisoner?”

“I'll certainly take you to him,” replied the inmeper, “but he’s

fettered so fast that he’s a pitiful sight to behbl

Andrea had a good command of English. When tisoper asked
him where he came from, he replied: “I'm a Floreaton my way back to
my city.”

“Do you perhaps know Geronimo Roberti in Londoirjuired the
prisoner.

“Oh yes, | know him well,” said Andrea. “He’'s aaf friend of

mine.”
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“‘Dear Andrea, let your journey to Florence wafto to London, to
Geronimo Roberti, and tell him to help to get neeff from here. He knows
me and he knows what | am worth. | rode out inkhey’s service, thinking
that my friend the King would have me released frare; but he refuses to
do this, for he says that he gave me large wadesr-crowns a day to equip
two horses — and he asks: ‘Why did he not ride rasldn a wider circuit to
escape falling into the enemy’s hands?’ And tHinis not fitting for a
King to ransom a prisoner, for if such a prisorewnvalued at a thousand
crowns, then the King must pay ten thousand crawrisee him.” Because
of this they will not free me, and this cannot lasich longer. | am losing
my body; my thighs are falling away, as you can sBew tell Geronimo
Roberti to help to have me released. They hadedafue at two thousand
crowns, but because | have been so scorned anectegyl | think they
would take less — especially if they saw that fgmers wanted to ransom me.
| hope that | could be brought away from here fth@sand crowns at best
— tell that to Geronimo, and tell him this, tocatte will be repaid threefold
for what he spends on me. And so, dear Andreay gimergy and zeal in
this affair, and | promise and swear to you thshall give you 500 crowns
and procure you a good position. Also, tell meifids that you have been
here with me, and that they are to stand suretynfoto Geronimo.”

Andrea told the prisoner that he would faithfudly his utmost in this
concern, and he then sped to London, where heeadetivhis message to
Geronimo Roberti, who lent a ready ear, and crassdirance that he would
receive three crowns in return for every one. Nwwknew fine well that
Andrea was a rogue; nevertheless, he said to Ido:td his friends and the

King's Court, and if you can find a guarantor théilend the money.”
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Andrea sought out the prisoner’s friends and tb&im of the state he
was in, and how he was held in biting chains. Hawethe matter did not
seem to touch them deeply, and they directed himards the King or his
counsellors, to repeat his tale there. But whearheed at Court, and failed
to make any headway in his business, he heardht@d€ing of England had
given his sister in marriage to the Duke of Burgufitb whom he was due
to send gifts, which he had barely finished assemblfor they were
presents of great value. He had entrusted these tpright nobleman, who
lived with his wife and child in London. But wheéfndrea heard at Court
that the nobleman had such valuable items in hepikg, he soon found out
his company, and he told him how he had heardtteaiking wished to send
him with expensive gifts to the Duke of Burgundyde would cordially
request if it were possible to let him see them#® was a jeweller, and he
had heard in Florence that the King was enquirittgr asaluables; he had
travelled all this distance in the hope that theagkwould buy some of his
wares. The good nobleman said: “Wait until | hdiweshed here. Then
come with me and | shall show you them.”

And when he had finished, he took Andrea home Wwith. It being
past midday, he said: “Let us dine first, to aviig wife's displeasure.” So
they sat at table together, where the Florenting tneated with honour, for
an extremely long time; for it is the English custto spend at least two
hours over a meal, especially when they have gudstsv when they had
eaten and made merry, the nobleman led Andreastbddroom. Opening
up a beautiful coffer, he placed the jewels inlwaden casket and let his

guest look his fill. There were five in total, wlerover 60,000 crowns, and

4 Margaret of York, daughter of King Edward 1V, niad Charles the Bold of Burgundy in 1468. Edward,
who was renowned for his generosity, sent four rifegmt jewels to Charles in Ghent.
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the longer you looked at them, the more pleasimy teemed to the eye.
Andrea lavished praise on them and said: “I hamaraber of jewels which,
if set like these, would put many a gem to shanihé nobleman heard this
with pleasure, thinking: ‘If he has expensive jesyehat is more for our
King to buy.” As they returned to the Court, Andlreaid: “At midday
tomorrow you will dine with me at Geronimo Robestiiouse, and I'll show
you my jewels”; and the nobleman was pleased.

Then Andrea went to Geronimo Roberti and said:eifound a man
at the King’s Court who | hope will help us to amle the captive’s release,
and you will receive good and certain security be King's account.”
Geronimo was delighted, and so Andrea continuedep&e tomorrow’s
meal all the more sumptuously, and I'll bring hiondine with us.” And this
was done.

At meal-time on the following day Andrea broughétman. Before
they sat down to table he told Geronimo to makeelimention of the
prisoner, for the matter must be kept secret. h®g ate and made merry for
a long while, and when the meal was over, Geronwant to his counting-
room. Then Andrea said to the nobleman: “Come ufh \wme to my
chamber and I'll show you my jewels.” They wenttoghe chamber above
the hall in which they had eaten, and as they edtekndrea, making as if to
open a large chest, drew a knife and stabbed hithegyround. He then
slashed the nobleman’s throat, prised from his thargolden ring, in which
his insignia were magnificently engraved, and ttiok keys from his belt.
Racing to the nobleman’s house, Andrea told higwifady, your husband
has sent me here to request you to send him thelgene showed me
yesterday. As proof, he sends you his ring antlssehthe keys to the chest
that contains them.” The woman believed his wandg opened the coffer,

21



but the jewels were not there. There were thres;kehe opened all the
compartments, but still found nothing. The womanethe keys and ring
back to Andrea and said: “Go and tell him that wal@dn’t find them, and

he must come himself and have a look.” Andrea fughtened out of his

wits at having committed such an evil crime andn@thaving acquired the
jewels; he wanted to be away with them at once.

But while he had been making his way to the noblémhouse, back
at Geronimo Roberti’s, blood had begun to trickieotigh the floorboards
into the dining-room. Seeing this, the masterilyasalled the servants and
said: “Where is that blood coming from?” Runningstairs, they came
across the good nobleman lying dead on the fldtvey were shocked to the
bone and, for sheer terror, at an utter loss fatwi do.

And as they looked at one another in desperatiba, scoundrel
arrived, out of breath and looking dreadful. “@bu rogue!” they yelled at
him, “what have you done, murdering this man?” reglied: “The villain
was going to murder me, because he thought he vimadostly jewels on
my person; | preferred killing to being killed. &eep your mouths shut,
and make no alarm; I'll throw him down the privydahurry away. And if
anyone enquires after him, you say: ‘Once theydsdn, they left the house
together, and since that time none of us has segrsign of them.” The
rogue Andrea did as he said: he threw the corpsetire privy and then
hasted night and day to escape the land, not daoihigger in any place for
fear of being pursued and punished for his heintirse. Speeding to
Venice, he hired himself out as a rower on a gallestined for Alexandria,
where he had no sooner arrived but he renounce@lthstian faith. There

the villain was treated well, and he was immunemfrounishment for his
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misdemeanour; and if he had murdered a hundredst@ms, his safety

would still have been assured.

While these events were taking place, Fortunatus mad in London,
but had travelled in Geronimo Roberti’'s servicethe town of Sandwich,
where he supervised the loading of his mastersssvanto a ship. Now
when he made his way back to London, having exdchis duties as
commanded, and he walked into his master’'s houwseyds not greeted or
welcomed as warmly as on past occasions when metufrom an errand. It
also seemed to him that his master, the servadtshanmaids were in much
lower spirits than when he had left. Deeply conedr he asked the
housekeeper what had happened in the house inbsisnee to make
everyone there so sad. The good old housekeepert{ve master was very
fond of) said to him: “Fortunatus, don't let it wgryou. Our master has
received a letter from Florence with news of a elésend’s death, and
that's why he’s grieving so. He isn't closely egbuelated to him to have
to wear black, but he would rather have lost aHaothan this good friend.”
Fortunatus left it at that, refrained from furthegrestioning, and joined his
master in mourning.

Now when the nobleman had not returned home bytfailjhnor sent

his wife a message, she was surprised, but saldngot When there was
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still no sign of him the next morning, she senirskian to the King'’s court
to enquire after her husband: had he been sent ety King's service?
If not, where was he? When the news spread teatdbleman was missing,
the King’'s Counsellors were amazed that he hadunoed up at Court. The
tale soon reached the King's ears, and he commari@edto his house at
once and see if he has the jewels away.” For ing Kas strongly of the
opinion that he had absconded with them; althouglkrfew this nobleman
to be an upstanding character, he thought thaprbeous wares had made
him a villain. And then the matter came out, sattbveryone asked one
another if they perhaps knew of the nobleman’s edleouts? But no-one
had any news of him to give. So the King sent jhaste to the wife to
inquire after and seek the jewels; although he tireddman dear, most of his
queries were concerned with the gems. From thicave see that, when
money arrives, love leaves.

The wife answered: “Today is the third day sincéadt saw my
husband.”

“What did he say when he left you?” they asked.

“He was going to eat with the Florentines, and &et ®ne of them
here with his seal and keys to take the jewels dwelnim. He was in
Geronimo Roberti’'s house, where they have manynspdgewels that they
wanted to value against these. So | took him taooyn and opened up the
coffer, to which he had the key, but we didn’t fimthat we were seeking.
The man had to leave without the gems, which herelastant to do, and he
urged me to search closely; but we couldn’t finehtly’

They asked if her husband had a secret cofferregbleed that he had

no other, “for he laid all his wealth, his lettensd his seal in this one. The
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jewels were there as well, but they aren’t therglanger; if they had been,
| would have sent them to him.”

When the messengers heard this, they broke adlitésts, coffers and
boxes open, but all to no avail. The lady suffesesharp fright at having
this violence done to her in her own home; the Kimgessengers were also
frightened at not being able to find the man or vakiables. When they
made their report to the King, he missed the jewatse than the money
they had cost, for such treasures are not to bedfdar sale; it does not
matter how much wealth you possess. Neither timg Ikor his counsellors
knew how to proceed in the concern; but they cateduthat Geronimo
Roberti and his household should be apprehendedraie to account for
the nobleman.

This happened on the fifth day after the murdehe bailiffs waited
until dinner was being eaten, then they burst theohouse and found all the
household together: two masters, two scribes, &, @stable-lad, two maids
and Fortunatus — nine people in all. They werenato prison, placed in
separate cells, and severally asked what had beobthe two men. Every
one of them immediately replied that both men redtidfter finishing their
meal, and since that time they had neither sigintsooind of them. Not
satisfied with this answer, the bailiffs took theyk from the masters and
servants and went to the house, where they seathbestables, the cellars,
and the vaults, in which the merchandise was stofgtey looked
eveywhere, thinking to find the man’s buried bobyt their search was
fruitless.

Now just as the bailiffs were about to leave, thees one of them
who carried a large, burning lantern, which he ased to examine the dark

corners, without having yet found anything of relege. This man yanked a
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handful of dry straw from a bed, set it alight,ethrit down the privy, and
bent forward. And he saw the nobleman’s feet ankleansticking up.
“Murder, foul murder!” he roared, “the man’s lyirigere in the privy!” So
they broke the privy open and dragged the manadugrimy, and with his
throat slashed. Then they laid him in the opeeestbefore Geronimo
Roberti’s house, filthy and stinking as he was; amen the English caught
wind of the vile murder, such a hue and cry wasediagainst the
Florentines and the Lombards that they had to nifadmenselves scarce, and
hide behind lock and key, for if any of them haeibeseen in the streets he
would have been battered to death by the common niae foully-reeking
corpse was left in the open street until the thliag, to put the Lombards to
grief and shame.

The news swiftly reached the King and the judgeensbpon the
order was given that master and servants shoulwrged, wracked and
excruciated to discover the true details of the 'mdaath; each prisoner was
to be tortured alone, and his confession was taken down exactly; and it
was of prime importance to enquire after the jewe®&o the executioner
came, seized the master first, and tied him tddheare-bench; and he began
to wrack him severely, so that he reveal who haddened the man and why
they had killed him, and where the King's jewels&eThe good Geronimo
could mark only too clearly, from the executionargpetuousness and the
fierce torments being laid on him, that the mungdarch had taken place in
his house, without his connivance, had been diseaveand he was
saddened to the heart. But seeing that it coutdordnelped, he began to
recount all that had come to pass: how Andrea bqdested him to prepare
a good meal, for he wished to bring a noblemanuesty who would help

him to effect the release of a nobleman lying presan Tours. “l did this
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with good intent, for the love of my gracious ldhe King and of the whole
land; and | did not know otherwise. After dinnlesat in my counting-room,
writing, and | took no further heed of them. Whehald finished, | left the
room, and it was then that | saw blood running ddvm the guest-room
into the dining-room. | was deeply shocked, andrtsny servants upstairs
to take a look. They told me what was there, had no idea how this had
happened. At that moment the scoundrel Andrea cameing in, and |
took him to task about the murder. He said thatrttan was going to Kill
him, but God gave him the luck to strike the firstviojdhe then lifted the
man up, cast him in the privy, and fled that vergtant. And | have no
knowledge of where he has come.”

And as Geronimo said, so said all the others unoldure, except
Fortunatus; however brutally he was wracked, hdessed nothing, for he
was totally ignorant of the affair, not having baarthe house when these
events had taken place. When it proved impossiblearn the location of
the jewels, the King became angry; and he orddratthey all be hung, and
bound in iron chains so that no one could take tdemn, nor would they
soon fall down. He had a new gallows erected betwthe city and
Westminster, which is the site of a beautiful paladgth the King’'s council
chamber and of a large, splendid cathedral; mommalnutraffic passes
between the city and the palace than in the re#fteotcapital. And to this
spot Geronimo Roberti and all his household wekerta The executioner
began with the two maids, burying them alive beméla¢ gallows, and then
turned to the master; next came the servants, bieginvith the most senior.
Fortunatus saw all this unfolding, and as far a&rev, he was about to be
hung as well; and he thought: ‘Oh God, had | stay#ld my pious lord the
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Count, and let myself be made capon, | wouldn’teheeme to this terrible
plight’.

And when the cook was being led up the ladder -whs the last,
apart from Fortunatus — he was an Englishman, a&andried out in a loud
voice, so that many spectators heard, that Fosriatew nothing about the
affair. Although the judge knew that he was inmicée wanted to have
him hung; and he was of the opinion that, if Foatuus were released, he
would have the life beaten out of his body anywdayut the judge was
eventually persuaded not to have him executedtHisr man was not a
Florentine, and he was innocent; so he told Fottim&Now get out of this
land at once, or the alley-women will batter yowé&ath.” He provided two
lads to lead him to the water; and Fortunatus tled@ver field and flood,
and made his way out of the land.

After Geronimo and his servants had been gibbetedKing let the
populace plunder the merchant’s house (his cownrselaving already
removed the best items). A great amount was ta#ed,it was finders’
keepers; no one was to be taken to account. Wieeather Florentines and
Lombards heard about this sacking, they were sosadtgid for their
belongings and their lives, and they sent the Ksagks of money so he

would grant them safe-conduct; after all, they waoe guilty. So the King
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was moved to graciousness, and he gave them @adierct, which enabled
them to circulate and buy and sell as previously.

Now you may be wondering why the honest Geronimbdroand all
his servants were hung so shamefully, when theye vadlr innocent and
deeply saddened at what had happened. Yet ths cause for wonder, the
reason being that Imperial Law states that no oag keep silence about a
murder; anyone who conceals, or helps to suppteand does not reveal it
as soon as possible, is effectively in league wighman whose hand did the
deed. And from this cause the good Geronimo asddrvants came out of
their lives and temporal possessions.

A long while after, the King was still eager to kmavhere the jewels
were, and he would willingly have given piles ofmey to discover the truth.
So he had it proclaimed that anyone who could piunformation on their
whereabouts would receive 1,000 nobles; and lettene sent to many
Royal courts, princes and lords, and rich and myigiotvns, enquiring
whether anyone had offered such jewels for saleet thie search still
remained fruitless, which aroused much curiosity,dveryone would only
too readily have laid hands on the reward.

This impasse remained until the nobleman’s wifejigobserved the
Trental? began to lay aside more and more of her sorroWw edich passing
day. She invited her friends and neighbours oaenpng them was a
woman who had been widowed shortly before, andssieé “If you follow
me, I'll teach you to get over your husband’s daatho time. Make your
bed in another room — if you don’t want to do tladtleast move it to a new
position. And when you lie down at night, themthbf a handsome young
friend you'd like to have to husband, and speakrybspleasure: ‘The dead
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to the dead, and the living together’. That's whdid when my husband
died.” The noble lady replied: “Oh, my good friemdy husband was so
dear to my heart, | can’t forget him so soon.”

But she had taken close note of her friend’s woeattgl the moment
the ladies left the house she began to tidy updesiroom, having her
husband’s chests and boxes removed and replacedhert own, and his
bedstead moved to a new place. When the besteadskfied, there,
underneath the bed, and against a post, was ther edth the jewels. The
woman recognised it, and lifted it up; then shesoed the rearrangement of
the rooms to continue as it had begun, and semrferof her kinsmen. She
told him how she had found the jewels without diffty; but if she had not
decided to move the bed, they would have lain wadbed for a long time
yet, for no one had thought to seek them thered #tre desired his advice
on how to handle the matter. He was pleased to the& the jewels had
been found, and he said to her: “You wish my advimed so | shall
recommend what seems best to me: namely, that alei the jewels this
instant to the King. | shall accompany you, andshall make means to be
brought before the King himself, where we can peaflg deliver the jewels
into his hands, and tell him the truth about how yound them; and you
will submit yourself to his bounty for the findensward. For if the jewels
were withheld from the King, with a purpose to ek large reward; or if
they were sent abroad to be sold, the news havawglted through every
land that the King has lost these particular itewigen they were located, all
those involved would lose their lives and goods] #me jewels would be

returned to him anyway.”

® Thirty days of mourning.
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The woman was well content with this advice, antriadg herself
splendidly — but also as befits a woman in mourniighe went with her
kinsman to the Palace and desired admittance t&ittgg Being informed
of this, he granted her an audience in his chamiéhen she came before
the King, she fell down on her knees, showing demerence through a
gesture that became her well, and in which she welbversed, and she
said: “My gracious Lord King, |, your poor servampme before your
mighty Majesty to inform you that the jewels youdh@ keeping in my
house, which my late husband was entrusted to etetiy my Lady the
Duchess of Burgundy — that | have found these jgwaglay, in my bedroom.
They were behind a bed-post; when | was movingottee | came upon the
coffer, and the moment | found it | made hastedlovdr it into your hands.”
And with these words she handed him the coffere King opened it and
found, to his delight, every jewel in its rightfplace; and he ordered that
they should find their appointed end. He was dyepleased with the
diligence the woman had shown in entrusting theejswo none but him
alone, and he thought it only meet and proper tietreward her and
compensate her sorrow; her good husband had, @ftelost his life on
account of these gems. So he summoned to cowtiegynobleman, who
was very handsome and well-formed, and he saidave a request to make
you, which you should not refuse.” The youth regli“Gracious lord, you
should not entreat me, but command me; and | $elbbedient to your
behest.” Then the King called for a priest, andntrand there, in his
presence, he gave the youth in marriage to the wamd loaded her with
gifts; and the couple lived in great joy with oneother. The woman went
to her friend and thanked her profusely for thensal she had given to
move the bed, for: “If | hadn’t heeded your wordsyr lord the King
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wouldn’t have his jewels, nor would | have a hamdsg/oung husband. So

it is good to follow the advice of the wise.”

1.  The Choice in the Wood

You have heard how Fortunatus left London and vilatful straits

he was in. Now listen to what befell him thereaftelaving no money left,
he hurried to get away from the English, and hensawived in Picardy,
where he was only too ready to serve, but he cooldfind a master.
Pressing further on, he arrived in Brittany; itasstrong land, with many
towering mountains and deep forests. And as hetnaaslling through, he
found himself in a large, wild wood, like the Bohamor Thuringian forests.
When Fortunatus was some distance inside, he iestvdy, and walked all
day without being able to get out. With the fadliof night he came upon an
old hut in which glass had been made many yeawrdefHe was greatly
relieved, for he thought he would find people imsibdut there was no one.
Nonetheless, he spent the night in the miseralieatuhungry as he was,
and in fear of the wild beasts that have their hamtle forest; and he lay in
hard longing for the day, hoping that God wouldphleim out of the wood
before he died of hunger. And when dawn beganmdaly Fortunatus raised

himself up and set off at a rapid pace; but insteatbllowing a diagonal
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course, as he should have done, he headed stomigidng the length of the
forest, and for all his walking, he could find n@awwout. So he passed
another day with a heavy heart; and when night megafall, he felt
thoroughly weak and exhausted, for he had not Haitedo eat in two days.
Then he chanced upon a fountain and lapped the wpteand this helped
him to regain some strength.

And as Fortunatus was kneeling by the fountain,ntio®n began to
shine strongly; and then he heard a loud crackimghe forest, and the
growling of bears. He knew he could not stay wheravas, and also that
there was no point in running away, for the wildnaals would soon catch
him up. So he thought it best to climb a tree;tniexhe fountain there was
a tall one with many branches, and he clamberettiiap Looking down, he
could see all species of wild beasts coming tokdramd beat and bite one
another, and indulge in all kind of fierce froli¢gjt among them was a half-
grown bear, who winded Fortunatus, and began nobcthe tree. Fortunatus
was deeply alarmed, and he scrambled further amidefuup, with the bear
following close on his heels. But when Fortunatasld climb no higher, he
lay down on a branch, drew his sword, and stabbhedbear in the head,
giving him numerous wounds. The bear was rousddr{o and it lifted its
front paws off the tree to pummel its attacker; hawing lost its hold, it fell
backwards through the branches with many loud sreps$ landed so hard
on the ground that the crash resounded throughvtoel. When the other
wild animals heard the heavy fall, they fled ag &ssthey could. Now they
had all gone, except for the fallen bear; it lapdeeh the tree, too badly hurt
to move from the spot, but not quite dead.
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Fortunatus sat in the tree and did not dare comengbut his eyes
began to grow so heavy that he was afraid of drapuiff to sleep and
falling out of the tree, thereby laming or killingimself. So, with a
pounding heart, he worked his way down, grippedshierd, and plunged it
into the bear. Placing his mouth to its woundssiheked the warm blood,
which restored some of his strength, and he thoudththad a fire now, I'd
soon fend off my hunger.” But the need to sleep s@pressing that he lay
down beside the dead bear and was out like a laid; he slept soundly.
When he awoke, he opened his eyes to see that Hadrbroken, and a
beautiful woman was standing before him.

He began to glorify God, saying: “Oh almighty Gddspeak my
thanks and Your praise, for that | have seen a huneing before | died.”
Then he said: “Dear Lady, dear Maiden — | do navkiow to address you
— | beseech you, for the love of our Lord, that ya&lp me by advising the
way out of this wood; for today is the third daymy wandering around this
forest without tasting food.” And he told her abdis encounter with the
bear.

She asked: “Where are you from?”

“I am from Cyprus,” he replied.

“What are you doing in these parts?”
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“I have been driven by poverty to wander here ageksprovision
from God, hoping He will grant me sufficient foreito make a living.”

And she said: “Fortunatus, fear not. | am Lady &oet and through
the influence of the heavens, the stars and theefdal have been granted
six virtues which | can in turn bestow on othersne, or two, or more —
according to the hours and government of the pgan@hey are: Wisdom;
Riches; Strength; Health; Beauty; and Long Lifeo choose one from the
six, and do not be long choosing; the hour for eoirig Fortune is nigh at
an end.”

And he did not deliberate long, but said: “Therebide Riches, that |
shall always have sufficiency of money.”

At once she drew forth a purse, gave it to Fortusiaand said: “Take
this purse; and whenever you reach inside, you fmt ten gold pieces
current in the land you are in, wherever you may Bed the purse will
hold this virtue for your life and the lives of yonext, legitimate heirs; no
longer. If it comes into other hands during thieeg, it will still have this

virtue and power. So let it be dear to you, ake Hose care.”

As hungry as he was, Fortunatus felt full of stternigom the purse
and the hope it gave him. “Most virtuous of ladide began, “now that
you have endowed me so laudably, it is but fitihgt | be obliged to do
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something for you, so as not to forget the bengdit have conferred on
me.”

The maiden spoke very graciously to Fortunatusn¢&iyou are so
willing to requite the kindness that has come yway through me, | shall
commend three tasks to you, which you must perflemmmy sake on this
day every year for the rest of your life. You sldoaelebrate this day,
abstain from sexual relations, and, in whateved ou may find yourself,
seek out a poor man with a daughter of marriagesdpe who would like to
provide her with a husband but is prevented by ggveYou should clothe
her honourably and delight daughter and parents tvé endowment of 400
gold pieces in the coin of their land. In memofyhe pleasure | have given
you today, give pleasure to a poor maiden every.Yea

“Most virtuous of maidens,” replied Fortunatus, Veano doubt that |
shall never forget to carry out these tasks with danour every year, for |
have taken them to heart and imprinted them intdorgettable
remembrance.” But above all else, Fortunatus’sights were occupied
with finding the way out of the wood, so he saileautiful lady, advise me
now, help me out of this forest.”

Lady Fortune said, “Your losing your way in this @) which you
construed as a stroke of ill fortune, has turnegowr advantage.” And she
told him, “Follow me.”

Then she led him crosswise through the forest beaten path and
said: “Walk straight ahead down this path, do nat taround, do not look to
see what becomes of me; and if you do this, yolssibn come out of the
wood.”

Fortunatus did as the Lady advised, hurrying dawengdath as fast as
he could, and so came out of the wood. And befome he saw a large
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house; this was an inn where those who were albowttk or ride through

the forest would stop to eat. As Fortunatus drearer, he sat down and
pulled the gift-purse from his bosom, intending tést the truth of the

maiden’ words, and to see if he would have anythingay his charges; for
other money had he none. So he reached into timeybag, and drew out
10 crowns; and when he saw them, you may take myl wlat he was

thoroughly thrilled. Entering the inn with delight his heart, he told the
host to lay down some food, for he was ravenoushgry; and if he served
him well, he would be well paid for his trouble.hd innkeeper was well
pleased with these words and respectfully broughtghest his best fare.
After satisfying his hunger, Fortunatus stayedhe inn overnight, and the
next morning, sating and refreshing himself. Thenrsettled his reckoning

to his host’s liking, and set out on his travels@more.

IV. The Count of the Wood

Now there was a small town and a castle two milesfthe wood,
where lived a Count who was known as The CounhefWood. He had
jurisdiction over the region of the wood, at thekBwf Brittany’s behest.
Fortunatus walked into the best inn, bade the kespeve up his choicest
fare, and asked him if he knew of any fine horggssale. “Why yes,” he
said, “there’s a foreign merchant arrived here owdsterday with 15
handsome horses, and he’s on his way to the wedden@uke of Brittany
will be celebrating with the King of Aragon’s daugh Our Count wants to
give him 300 crowns for three of the horses, butvoa’t accept less than
320; and these 20 crowns are the bone of contehtiBortunatus slinked

into an empty room and counted 600 crowns out sfpirse; after putting
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them back in, he returned to the innkeeper anddaskéhere is the horse-
dealer? If they're really so fine, | would like bave a look at them.”

“I'm afraid he won't let you see them,” said thekeeper. “Our Lord
the Count was barely able to prevail on him tdletsee them.”

“If | like the horses, | may well dare to buy thésefore the Count
does.”

The innkeeper thought that Fortunatus was speakingest, for there
was great wealth in his talk, but his clothes wsdrabby, and he had arrived
on foot. But he took him to the horse-dealer nlogless, and spoke so far
with the man, that he let Fortunatus see the hpasesrode them before him.
Although Fortunatus was highly pleased with altefen, he wanted only
those three that the Count wished to have. Knouwlag the dispute was
over 20 crowns, he at once took out 320 crownsdddrthem over, and
ordered the horses to be brought to his inn. Teegent for the saddler and
instructed him to spare no expense on saddlesidingj equipment. After
this, he ordered the innkeeper to help him find s&ovants who could ride;
he would pay them well.

While Fortunatus was handling matters in this fashthe news of his
purchase of the horses reached the Count. He @ssdyddispleased, and he
roundly cursed himself, for he liked the horsesatlye and should not have
lost them for the sake of 20 crowns; moreover, lamted to ride to the
wedding festivities, and to be seen there. Indmger he sent one of his
servants to the innkeeper to inquire what kind @nnthis was who had
bought the horses out of his hands. The innkesg@ied that he did not
know this man; he had come to his inn on foot aadrly-clad, and had
said: ‘Serve me well, and I'll pay you well.” Hemtinued: “I took such a

shine to his appearance, that when he had eatdinshimeal, | didn’t set a
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second down before him until that one was paid fédhe servant was angry
with the innkeeper for accompanying the strangebug the horses. He
replied, “I acted as a good innkeeper should —glainything for his guest
that may be done with honour. He asked me to glo lwim; | didn’t think
he could afford a donkey.”

The servant came to the Count with this tale. WihenCount heard
that the stranger was not of noble blood, he f@iperied to his men: “Go
and seize this man. He has stolen the money, labe or murdered
someone!” So they laid hands on Fortunatus, caat/éym to a bad prison,
and asked him where he was from.

“From Cyprus, a town called Famagusta.”

The Count was pleased to hear that he came fromastaraway land.

They asked who his father was.

“A poor nobleman.”

They asked where all his coins came from, to maikesio rich.

“The money is mine; | trust I'm not obliged to seMere it comes
from. And if there is anyone who accuses me ofritadone him violence
or an injustice, I'll justify myself to him befor@ Court of Law.”

“Your yapping won't help you,” said the Count. “Nawill tell me

where you got that money.”
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And he had him dragged to the place where dangeymes were
tortured and had him winched up into the air. WRertunatus saw the turn
events had taken, he was shocked to the marrovertheless, he resolved
to die sooner than reveal the secret of the pused as he hung there,
loaded with heavy weights, he said that he woulslven their questions if
they set him down. When his feet touched the gitagain, the Count said:
“Now be quick, and tell me where you got all thameely crowns.”

Fortunatus recounted how he had lost his way in fdrest, and
wandered for more than two days without a morsdbofl passing his lips;
“and when, through God’s mercy, | came to the einthe wood, | found a
purse containing 610 crowns.”

“Where is the purse that held these crowns?” aikeount.

“When | had counted the money, | poured it into myneybag and
threw the empty bag into the river that flows beftire wood.”

“Oh you rogue,” said the Count, “so you wanted strange me from
my possessions, did you? Well, lend an ear to ylois have forfeited your
life and your goods to me, because everythingenatbod belongs to me — it
IS my personal property!”

“Merciful lord,” said Fortunatus, “I knew nothingbaut your
jurisdiction. | just took it for a gift from Godhd blessed Him.”

“I don't give a damn that you didn’'t know,” retodtethe Count.
“Didn’t you hear? He who does not know must adk. short, prepare
yourself: today I'll take your goods, and tomorrgour life.”

Fortunatus thought: ‘Poor me! When | had the obh@t one of the
six gifts, why did | not choose wisdom instead adalkh? | wouldn’t now
be in so terrifying and desperate a predicameAnt he began to make all

sorts of promises: “Dear lord, share mercy with nkédw would my death
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profit you? Take your property that | found, aedue me my life, and I'll
faithfully remember you in my prayers for the rebmy days.”

The Count was reluctant to spare his life, foréwréd that Fortunatus
would spread the tale of the treatment he hadvedeat his hands wherever
he came, which would ruin his reputation amongpheces and lords. Yet
he was moved to mercy, and so before dawn the mexhing he had
Fortunatus shown the town-gates and made to swaamever again, as
long as he lived, would he set foot on the Coulat’sl. Fortunatus did this,
secretly pleased at his escape; for if the Coudtléarnt the truth, he would
not have been released. The servants suggedisel @ount that he give the
man a crown for food, but he refused point-blartke 9earnt how to beg
before he found that purse; he may now resumectraer.” Then, scorning
the law, he confiscated the three horses and thmeeynioom Fortunatus; and
there are many others who unlawfully rob people/bét is rightfully theirs.

His name was Artelin, Count of the Nundragon Wood.

V.  Lupoldus

Now when Fortunatus was free, he did not dare pohts hand into
his purse to take money for food, but went begdorgtwo days; he was
afraid that he would be imprisoned again, if it &veliscovered that he had
money. And he arrived at the port of Nantes, @y@tal of Brittany, where a
great crowd of princes and nobles was assembledtte@ndance on the
Princess. They were passing their time in joustad@ncing, and every
pleasurable and delightful recreation. This wasvaet sight to Fortunatus’s
eyes, and he thought: ‘Now | have and | own as nmeeldy money as the
whole assemblage — but | cannot use it as | wishark only too well: they

have lands and liegemen; what they command, tressals must execute.
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Whereas if | were to act like them, it might nottbesveryone’s liking, and |
would have no one to lend me support.’” Theref@esaid to himself: “it
does not become me to act the junker here, or &m ound in splendour.”
He felt in his mind the treatment the Count of Weod had accorded him —
giving him innocent to torture.

Nonetheless he bought two fine horses and engagsehvant; he
apparrelled himself and his man very stylishly, amel had the horses
exquisitely attired. Then he rode into the best im Nantes, intending to
witness the wedding celebrations to the end, fosdng that the festivities
would be splendid, and many princes and lords wdaddriding thither.
There is no need for me to detail the magnificeoicéhis event; after all,
nowadays one sees so many petty burghers throwedgings at which they
cannot parade enough extravagance, and spendmgdaoas they will later
come to regret. But the Duke held a superb weddifgch lasted for six
weeks and three days following the arrival of thimé¢ess. Need | describe
the majesty of her reception? She came by seanmganied by many large
sailing-ships and galleys; and a host of shipsseas$ out to receive her with
honour. But she was greeted with even greateruragrad ceremony, by her
lord and husband and by other princes and lordenvghe arrived on land.

Fortunatus observed all of this with delight. Nawvas his habit to
ride towards the Court, leaving nothing behindhe tnn. This was not to
the innkeeper’s liking, for he did not know Forttug and he was afraid
that he would ride off without paying, as had ofteappened to him in the
past; and this still occurs at such festivitiesherefore he said to his guest:
“Dear friend, | don’t know you. Be so good as taypme every day?”
Laughing, Fortunatus replied: “Dear host, | shait mide away without

paying!” Then he drew 100 shining crowns out &f purse, gave them to
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the innkeeper, and said: “Take this, and when é@nseto you that I, or
whoever is with me, has used up more than this amoavers, then | shall
give you more. You need not show me any reckohifdne innkeeper took
the money with delight; and from that moment on,tteated Fortunatus
with the greatest respect. Whenever he met thestgine would doff his
cap; he placed him among the best seats at tatdeh@ moved him to a
better chamber.

And when Fortunatus, some nobles and other gentlemeee at their
food, many kinds of poem-reciter and minstrel wotdane to the high table
to entertain the sitters, and to earn some moridgw on one occasion an
old nobleman appeared and bewailed his povertheaddrds. He said that
he was a noble born of Hibernia; he had been om#raler for seven years
and had passed through two Empires and twenty tzriKingdoms, which
was as much to say as all the Kingdoms in the @Gdmisvorld. Having
travelled to the bottom of his purse, he requesitatithey provide him with
the means to return to his homeland.

There was an Earl at the table. He asked the fvdhat are the
names of all these Kingdoms?”

The good nobleman counted them off, one after ttieerp and

continued, “Every Kingdom has three or four Duchiasd temporal and
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spiritual lords owning land and lieges; and | hansted all. Where a land
has its own, distinctive tongue, | have graspedughoof the language to
communicate what is expedient. | also have inimgithe name of each
King whose Court | visited and the distance betwiberkingdoms.”

“I wish that | had been at all those places witlu,ysaid the Earl,
“and that | had returned. And | think it not urdli that anyone who wished
to visit every country would need a great dealoofifude and money.”

“Yes, my Lord,” replied the good nobleman, “you ¢®@h good and
evil, and you have to overnight in many squalidsirend suffer deep
humiliation.”

The Earl gave him four crowns and declared thatoldeman could
stay for the duration of the festival, if he wisheshd he would cover his
expenses.

The good nobleman thanked him warmly, but saidileatvas longing
to return home to his friends; he had been longyawend he gave profuse
thanks for the gift. Now Fortunatus had been ristg closely to the old
nobleman’s words, and he thought: ‘If this man Ineeany servant, and led
me through various countries, | would reward himegyeusly.” So as soon
as the meal was done, he sent for the old mann@ ¢o his chamber, where
he asked him his name.

“Lupoldus,” was the reply.

“I understand that you have travelled far and seany Royal Courts.
Now, | am a young man, and | would like to travdiil | am young and
able. And if it pleased you to be my guide, | wbtdrnish you with a fine
horse and hire you a personal servant, and | wbald you as a brother.

Furthermore, | would award you a wage as substagigou desired.”
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“I could certainly bear being treated with respactl given sufficient
money,” said Lupoldus. “But | am old; | have a evéind child, who have
had no news of me for years, and natural love lisngume towards them, to
breathe out my life with my loved ones.”

“Lupoldus, if you consent to execute my intentidnshall go to
Hibernia with you; and if your wife and child arglisalive, | shall endow
them richly. And when our journeying is over, amd have returned with
God’s help to Famagusta, in Cyprus, | shall prowd@ with your own
house, maid and servant, if you decide to wind dgour life with me.”

Lupoldus thought: “The young man is promising mecmulf | could
only be certain... how good it would be to find sdoltune in my twilight
years.” And although he doubted that Fortunatugdcoover the costs, for
he knew all too well the expenses that such trangelrred, he said: “I shall
comply with your will, on condition that you havieet means to make good
what you promise, and you do not undertake thisrprnise unless you have
a great supply of ready money; for without money, cannot be
accomplished.”

“Have no fears,” replied Fortunatus, “I know how r@ise enough
money in every land we visit. Therefore plight yslf to be my companion
and to complete the journey with me.”

“Then give me your assurance that you will fulfihat you have
promised me.”

And they both made solemn and binding pledgeshéoefffect that

neither would desert the other under any circuntgsn
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Once this had been finalised, Fortunatus drew @& &owns and
handed them to Lupoldus with the words: “Go and bwg handsome
horses, and spare no expense; also hire yoursafvant, and if he is not
satisfactory, then hire another. And when you oum of money, | shall
supply you with more, so as not to leave you enmatyeed.”

Lupoldus was more than satisfied with this; consmde it to
constitute an auspicious beginning, he made hisgoations with great zeal.
Fortunatus did likewise, engaging two servants argkrving-lad, so that
there were six in all in the company; and havingcheed agreement on the
route they would follow through the various landwl &ingdoms, they set

off for the Holy Roman Empire.

VI. Travels through Europe and Purgatory
Soon they were riding through Nuremburg, Donauwofgsburg,
Norlingen, Ulm, Constance, Basle, Strasbourg, Man#d Cologne, and
much could be written about this, for there areemitvan 100 cities in the
German lands subject to one Emperor, from which ngalise that it would
take an age to survey them all. The travellersidégdor the most famous
ones, the diocesal centres, and viewed all théssi§lortunatus taking down

exact notes all the while. The shortest road fdumemburg to Cologne is
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no more than 270 miles, or eight days on horseback;it took our
travellers a season, what with the time they spielittg from one city to
another; and they travelled in this fashion throagter Kingdoms, spending
more time here, and less there, according to thatgess of the city.

From Cologne, they rode the 225 miles to BrugeF&landers, then
embarked on a four-day journey by land and seaotadbn, the capital of
the English King. Nine days later they were in tBeottish capital,
Edinburgh, from which it was six days’ travelling tupoldus’s hometown
in Hibernia. He requested that Fortunatus rideetlvath him, and his wish
was granted. Arriving in his hometown of Waldrickyupoldus found his
wife and children as he had left them, but a sou taken a wife, and a
daughter a husband; all were delighted at his metéth God, but they were
not rich; and Fortunatus marking this, he gavedldyps 100 nobles to make
sumptuous preparations, stating that he would calmeg and share their
merriment. Lupoldus then arranged a splendid faagtinvited his children,
in-laws and good friends; and Fortunatus held faveurt, extending his
generosity to all the townsfolk. He made merryhwiiiem and, when he had
done eating, he called Lupoldus over and informed: Hit is time to be
taking leave of your wife and children. Take th#dwee bags, each of which
contains 500 nobles [one noble is worth more themand-a-half Rhenish
guilders], and give one to your wife, to your sand to your daughter, as a
parting-gift, so that they do not lack provision.upoldus was glad at heart
and praised his generosity; and you may rest assina his wife and
children were highly delighted, and that their f@eds to Fortunatus and
Lupoldus, as they rode away, were all the fonder.
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Now Fortunatus had heard that the town with Sti€$r Purgatory
was two days’ ride away, so he said: “If it be natlier than that, we shall
go there.” And he began to place real faith ingberers of his purse, which
showed no lack, no matter how lavishly he disburs&ad it was that they
rode with light hearts to the town of Pettigo, whitas a large abbey; and
inside this building, behind the main altar, is the@r admitting entrance to
the dark cave known as St Patrick’s Purgatory.nd®ne is allowed inside
without the Abbot’s leave, Lupoldus visited himrexuest permission, and
it was granted. The Abbot asked where the masés fwom. “Cyprus,”
came the reply, and the Abbot understanding thaiukatus came from a
distant land, he invited him and his men to talfartunatus accepted this
invitation as a mark of great honour, and he adrméh a barrel of the best
wine he could find, which he presented to the Abiliotvas received with
heartfelt gratitude, for wine is extremely expersin those parts, and little
of it found its way to the Abbey, except what waedi in the divine service.
When they had finished eating, Fortunatus begary. d&far sir, if it does not
run counter to your dignity, | would wish to knoletreason why people say
that St Patrick’s Purgatory is to be found here.”

“The story is this,” said the Abbot. “Many hundseof years ago, this
area, now home to a town and a House of God, weidaand desert land.
Not far from here there lived a monk called Patriakruly holy man, who
would walk into that wilderness to practise penan®ae day, he discovered
this cave, which is especially long and deep; amavhndered so far inside
that he lost the way back out. So he fell dowrh@anknees and besought

God, if it did not go against His divine will, toelp him out of the cave.

® Legend had it that a cave in County Donegal waafick’s Purgatory. Augustinian monks made the
area a place of pilgrimage; when news of their ixio reached Rome, the Pope banned visits tordee a
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And while he was imploring God with deep reverereeheard a miserable
yammering some distance behind him, as of a greaipany of people,
which frightened the living daylights out of himptwith God’s direction,
he found the way out. So he gave heartfelt thamkdeaven, and made his
way back to his monastery; and his piety was mereeht than before. And
whenever he wished to do penance, he would gosac#ve. He then built
a chapel beside the cave face, providing the hdly avplace of refuge; and
with time the Abbey, and then the town, followed.”

“The pilgrims who come here, whom you allow to entiee cave,
what do they say when they come out?” asked Famisna

“I do not ask anything, of any of them,” said thbb&t. “But some
say they have heard cries of misery, while othegsdh and saw nothing but
felt themselves shaking all over.”

“I have come a long way,” said Fortunatus, “antldo not visit this
cave, | shall lay myself open to reproach: so | mat hence without having
entered Purgatory.”

“As you wish to enter, do not go too far in; thexee many side-
passages, making it all too easy to lose your whayan remember this
happening to some people, whom we did not find timéi fourth day.”

Fortunatus asked Lupoldus if he wished to accompamy “Yes, |
shall go with you, and | shall stay by you for eaad as the Lord lends me
life,” was the reply; and Fortunatus was gratified.

So early the next morning, the two of them wenCtnfession and
received the Holy Sacrament, necessary prelimisddeentering the cave;
for it has been consecrated by St. Patrick, andewdiospends a night inside
is granted remission for his sins. Then the marsned the doors to the

cave for them, and they entered, walking down &s @ cellar; and the
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moment that anyone steps inside, the priests gmetheir blessing and
close the door, which they do not open again uhgl same time on the

following day.
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After descending sharply for some time, Fortunaaus Lupoldus
reached a point where the ground levelled off. ifgleach other’s hand, so
as not to be separated, they advanced throughatkeess, thinking to reach
the end of the cave and then return. After a whiey found a steep
declivity before them; so they decided to retrdesrtsteps and head for the
cave-doors. But they could not find them, and thvayked until they grew
weary; then they sat down to rest, and waitedHerrmonks to call from the
doors, hoping to find their way out by followingettsound. They felt
distinctly uneasy; they could not tell whether tHegd been inside for an
hour or a year. Now when the time came to opendtas, the monks
called out — but the two adventurers were too desje the cave to hear,
and the doors were closed. Fortunatus and LupohlArgdered here and
there, not knowing how to help themselves. Thdy deite weak with
hunger and, falling into utter despondency, begasompose themselves for
the visit of death.

“Oh Almighty God,” said Fortunatus, “now come andhmf us Thy

aid, for gold and silver are worthless here.” Atitey sat down in
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desperation, hearing and seeing nothing. On tineé thorning, the priests
opened the doors and called out; receiving no repgy closed them, went
to the Abbot, and told him the sorrowful news —rewmful with especial
regard to Fortunatus, who had gifted them such liextewine. The
strangers’ servants were running around in distacheavily agitated for
their missing masters. Now the Abbot knew an okhrwho, many years
before, had measured the caves with string; seiefer him and asked him
if he could bring the men out. Fortunatus’s setygoromised him 100
nobles.

He said, “If they are still alive, I'll bring themut.” And he gathered
up his equipment and entered the cave.

Now you may be wondering, “Why didn’t anyone goniith a light or
a lantern?” Well, you must know that the cave wicadimit no kind of light
at all. So the old man fastened one end of hiagstto the wall, then
searched one cave after another until he found.thEmey were delighted to
see him, for by this time they were almost faintwwgh weakness. He
instructed them to hold on to him, like the blindlding on to the seeing,
and then he followed the string back. So withlileé of God and the old
man, they returned to the land of the living, te #thbbot’s great relief; he
would have been most reluctant to lose these texgefor fear that no more
pilgrims would come, and he and his house-of-Godld/tnse this revenue.
Fortunatus’s servants informed him of their promise the old man,
whereupon he paid the 100 nobles — and more —taamkéd him warmly.
Then he had a sumptuous meal prepared at his thmaited the Abbot and
the entire Brethren; and praising God that he lsadmed such dire peril, he

gave the Abbot and the monastery 100 nobles tofpraye weal of his soul.
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So they took their leave of the Abbot and embaikedne homeward
leg of their journey. The lands beyond Hiberniagngetoo wild to permit
further travel in that direction, they rode backQalais, then on to Saint-
Josse-sur-Mer in Picardy. The next stop was Pand,then it was on to
Bayonne, Pamplona (the seat of the King of NavaBajagossa, the capital
of the Kingdom of Aragon, Burgos and the Shrine Stf James at
Compostella. After this they passed through Capsstérre, Lisbon, Seville,
the heathen kingdom of Granada, Cordoba, and Wackigh Burgos and
Saragossa to Barcelona. Thirty miles from Barczlivere lies a nunnery on
a high mountain, called Montserrat, where our desty lies in grace and
many scribes could be employed to write a full actamf the miracles that
have occurred there. From Barcelona their road tedToulouse in
Languedoc, where four of the Apostles lie at rest place of abounding
grace — and then to Perpignan (the capital of Rouai Montpellier, and
Avignon, a huge city that belongs to the Pope anukls the most beautiful
palace and castle in the world. Nearby is the pbrMarseille, with its
King; and four miles from this town St. Mary Magedaé rests in peace.
Aix-en-Provence was the next port of call, then thad led to Geneva,
Genoa, Rome, the Kingdom and city of Naples, aret tve sea to Palermo,
the capital of the Kingdom of Sicily. Then thevellers tracked back to
Rome and made for Venice, their sights set on d&ms From Venice they
took in Dubrovnik, Corfu, Methoni, Heraklion, anchédes, and so on to
Nicosia. And then they entered the Holy Land,ngdihrough Jaffa on their
way to Jerusalem, before visiting the Convent ofCaitherine on Mt. Sinai.

A six-day journey through the desert led to Catlee seat of the Sultan;

" Montserrat is actually famous for a™&entury statue of the Virgin Mary, ‘La Morenat&hpwn in
English as ‘The Black Virgin’).
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from here they journeyed up the Nile for four dagsAlexandria, and so

arrived in Venice.

VIl. Death in Constantinople

Now that the travellers were in Venice, they wem @urse to
journey through every Kingdom; but while they weesting there, the news
reached their ears that the Emperor in Constargnago was approaching
his dotage, wished to have his son crowned Em@erdhanded the reins of
government before he died. The Venetians, beilgoig informed of this,
had prepared a galley and an Embassy with manyigtajewels to present
to the new Emperor; so Fortunatus went and bougtdasaage for himself
and his retinue, and sailed with the Venetians dostantinople. So many
strangers had come pouring in to the city thatetiveere no lodgings to be
had; the Venetians were allotted a house to themsebut they would
admit no foreigners, so Fortunatus and his mentbatarch far and wide
for an inn. He finally found an innkeeper (who washief) and booked a
room. Every day they went to watch the festivitiasd to enjoy the great
splendour on show, about which much could be writte

But | shall concentrate on what happened to FotisnaWhen he left

for the festivities every day with his men, theyxked the door to their
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chamber, and thought that their belongings werdeptly safe. The

innkeeper, however, had a secret entrance to Faiusis room: where the
large bedstead skirted a wooden wall, he could venaoplank and replace it
afterwards, with no one being any the wiser. Htered and left by this
means while Fortunatus and company were attendiagspectacles, and
rummaged through their travelling-bags, but with@ating any money.

Surprised at this, he thought: “They must carnyirtingoney around sewn
inside their jerkins.”

After several days had passed, they paid the ipgkewhat was
outstanding. He kept a close eye on who was gitiegnoney out, and saw
Fortunatus bringing it out from under the table ahén giving it to
Lupoldus to settle the dues. Fortunatus had oddeieold servant not to be
frugal when paying a host, but to give him whatkenanded; and Lupoldus
obeyed, to the innkeeper’s delight. But he stiflswnot satisfied, for he
wanted everything — the money and the purse.

Now that day was approaching on which Fortunatukgramised to
find a husband for a pauper’s daughter and endawlike 400 gold pieces
in the local currency. So he asked the innkedplee iperhaps knew of an
impoverished, God-fearing man with a marriagealalegthter for whom he
was too poor to find a husband. “If you do, theindpthat man to me, and |
shall provide his daughter with an honourable doivry

“Yes, | know more than one,” replied his host, “atoanorrow [I'll
bring you a pious man, who’ll come to you with tdaughter.” And
Fortunatus was content.

But his host was thinking: ‘I'll steal their monegnight, while they

still have it. If I wait any longer, they’ll sodmave spent the lot.”
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That night he crept through the hole, and whiley tiere all sleeping
soundly, he searched all of their clothes, thinkingfind patches full of
money in their jerkins. But when his hopes wershéal, he cut Lupoldus’s
purse free and found a good 50 ducats inside. THeeout Fortunatus’'s
purse loose; but when he squeezed it, the purseeseto be empty, so he
flung it away, under the bed. Then he snippedtafthree servants’ purses,
found a little money inside, and opened the doa wmdows to make it
look as if thieves had clambered in from the alley.

When Lupoldus woke up and saw the open door andloms, he
scolded the servants for leaving the room so negtly and causing their
masters such anxiety. They started from theirpslead each one denied
having done this. Lupoldus was alarmed; and lagpkinmediately down at
his purse, he saw the severed stumps hanging frerbett. He called to
Fortunatus, saying: “Sir, our room is open to thg, @and your money has
been stolen from me.” Then the servants criedttiet had been treated in
the same way. Fortunatus made a grab for hisnjedad finding that the
Purse of Fortune had been cut off, he was deeplgk&ldl — indeed, so heavy
was the shock that he fell down in a swoon andakyne dead. Lupoldus
and the servants were panic-stricken, and in sofoowheir master; they did
not know the magnitude of the loss he had sustainduey poured water
over him, and rubbed him, until he returned todeases. And while they
were given to fear and trembling, the innkeepeike@lin, with amazement
written all over his face, and he asked them whay twere doing. They
replied that all their money had been stolen froem.

The innkeeper said, “What kind of people are yofen't you in a

securely-locked chamber? Why weren’t you morefoéité
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“We locked the door and the windows,” they replitahd here they
are open.”

“You should check to see that you haven't robbe@ amother,”
admonished the innkeeper. “There are many strartggne. | don’t know
what they're capable of.”

But seeing how wretched a state they were in, hikedaover to
Fortunatus and observed the total alteration inapigearance. “Have you
lost a lot of money?” he asked.

They replied that the amount was not great.

“Then how can you be so distraught over the loss dfandful of
cash? You were about to give a poor daughter bamas save this money
and spend it on yourself.”

“I care more for the purse, than for the money Vehéost,” replied
Fortunatus in a tiny voice. “There’s a small lfl exchange inside which
wouldn’t be worth a penny to anyone.” When thekeeper saw Fortunatus
so despondent, he was moved to pity, scoundregthtie was; so he said,
“Let’s see if we can't find the purse. No one wibdraw any pleasure from
an empty moneybag.” Then he told the servantsai® searching; and one
of them, crawling under the bed, cried out: “Therah empty purse here.”
And he brought it out, handed it to his master, asked if it were the right
one.

“Let me inspect it, to see if it is the one thatswaut from me,” said
Fortunatus. He found that it was his purse, butwaes afraid that the
abscission might have deprived it of its virtueet Yie did not dare to reach
inside in front of others; he would have been sdrgnyone else had come
to learn the secret, and he feared losing the plosgy with his life. So he

slid into bed — everyone could see what a feebledad state he was in —
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and opened the purse beneath the covers. Reaaokidg, he found, to his
deep delight, that it still possessed its full poweBut the shock he had
received had been so severe that he could notrégacolour or strength so
soon; and he remained bed-bound the next day.

Thinking to comfort him, Lupoldus said: “Oh sir, mbtake it so to
heart! We still have handsome steeds, silver shaold rings and other
jewels; and although we have no money, we shatl el home with God’s
assistance. | have passed through many kingdotisami empty purse.”
He thought that Fortunatus was a man of great wealhis homeland, so
that if he could return there safely, no loss wesplaceable. But Fortunatus
said in a faint voice: “He who loses his possessitoses his reason.
Wisdom is to be chosen before wealth, strengthithdzeauty and long life,
for no one can steal it from you.” Then he felést. Lupoldus could make
nothing of these words, for he did not know abdwt thoice in the wood;
but he refrained from asking any more questionbeviag that Fortunatus
was raving. By dint of their attentions, and byngimg him to eat, his
servants helped him to come to himself and regaircdlour; and his spirits
began to rise.

But when night fell, he ordered his servants to lgiyts and to leave
them burning all night long; and they were allismdown beside their naked
swords as protection against another robbery. Wais done. Fortunatus
had new, much stronger straps fitted to the Pawrse for the rest of his days
he never again let it hang from his jerkin, buttképo close to his chest that
no one could purloin it.

The next morning he and his men rose early and teahie Church of
Saint Sophia, where there is a beautiful chapeteomated to the honour of

Our Dear Lady. He gave the priests two guilderssitigy a service in
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adoration and veneration of Our Dear Lady, concdgdyith the song of
praise ‘Te deum laudamus.” When the service anchnhyvere over,
Fortunatus went with his servants to the squarereviizee merchants and
moneychangers plied their trade; and once he wa,tthe ordered the
servants home to prepare the meal and attend tbaitses. Then he gave
Lupoldus money, saying: “Go and buy five good newsps, and | shall go
to my moneychanger to obtain some currency. Ihae no pleasure, if we
do not all have money at hand.” Lupoldus did aswas ordered, and
brought back five empty purses. Fortunatus plek@@l ducats in one and
gave it to Lupoldus to spend on provisions, ingtngc him to spare no
expense; when this store ran out, he would reglahisArriving back in the
inn, he gave each of the servants a new purse I®itfucats inside, and told
them to be merry, but also to be solicitous thatithjury of the other day
should never befall him again. They thanked himfysely and said that
they would take close care.

After pouring 400 guilders into the fifth purse,ritmatus sent for the
innkeeper and said to him: “As | told you beforeyduld like to confer a
dowry on a pious man’s daughter of marriageable’age

“I know more than one, and I'll bring one such ntare presently,
together with his daughter, for your inspectiohen the innkeeper called
on this good man and told him how he had a riclsgathis inn; and if the
man called his daughter and came with him, it wdaddo his advantage.

The daughter’s father was a cabinet-maker, a piamugh soul. He
replied: “I’'m not taking my daughter anywhere. kiay want to use her to
her dishonour, and then buy her a dress. Thatduoeip neither her nor me.

Tell him if he wants to do her a good turn, he $ti@ome to us.”
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The innkeeper fumed at this reply and thought Bwatunatus would
be displeased too; but on hearing this, he gawveadsmile and said: “Take

me to this man.”

So Fortunatus went with his host and Lupoldus &dhbinet-maker’s
house, where he began: “I have heard that you haveaughter of
marriageable age. Tell her to come here, togetitrher mother.”

“What do you want with them?”

“Call them hither. It will make their fortune.”

The cabinet-maker called for the mother and theglitan, and they
soon appeared, deeply embarrassed at their radgéess The daughter
stood behind the mother to hide her homely attire.

“Young lady, step forward,” said Fortunatus.

She was a beautiful, well-formed woman. He askedfather how
old his daughter was.

“Twenty,” the parents replied.

“How could you let her reach this age without haviound her a
husband?”

The mother could not wait for the father to opes mmiouth, but said:
“She was old enough six years ago, but we had mptto give her as a

dowry.”
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“If I were to give her a good dowry, do you knowsatable man?”
asked Fortunatus.

“I know enough of them,” said the mother. “Ourgtdiour has a son
who is sweet on her, and if she had any money tag&e her willingly.”

“How do you like your neighbour’s son?” Fortunaasked the girl.

“I do not choose to like. | will marry whomever myother and father
give me. | will not choose for myself, though bsid die a spinster.”

The mother could keep silence no longer: “Sir, shging! | know
that he dotes on her, and she loves him with alhbart.”

Fortunatus sent the innkeeper to fetch the youtho wroved on
arrival to have a pleasing appearance. Then hle to® purse with 400
ducats, poured them out onto the table, and saidetgyouth, who was also
twenty years old: “If you wish to marry this ladgnd lady, if you wish to
marry this man, then | shall provide the moneytha dowry.”

“If you are in earnest,” commented the youth, “thiem my part, all is
in order.”

“And my daughter’s agreeable too,” the mother leldrt

Then Fortunatus sent for a priest to wed the couipédore their
mothers and fathers, so that he knew it was awedding; and he gave
them their dowry, and 10 ducats to the bride’'sdafior clothes for himself
and his wife, and a further 10 ducats for the ralpti They were all happy to
the heart, and they thanked Fortunatus, and praised, with warm
sincerity. “God has sent this man from Heaven&ytiexclaimed.

The wedding over, they returned to the inn. Lupsldvas amazed at
his master’s generosity and the ease with whichh&& spent so much
money, when he had been thrown into distractiothattheft of a mere

handful. The innkeeper was deeply nettled at @oiny found the purse
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with 400 ducats, even though he had rifled all tHeaggage, and he
grumbled to himself: “If he’'s got so much to thraround, I'll have to try

harder to help him empty his pockets.” Now he krikat they left a large
candle, which they had had specially made, buralhgight. So when they
had gone out to the Emperor’s festivities, he ciefd their room, bored

holes into the candle, poured water inside, ancei@/ the holes up; thus
arranging matters so that the candle would extsiguself after burning for
two hours.

The end of the festivities was fast approachinghe Tnnkeeper
thought that Fortunatus would not be staying beytinsl, and he had no
time to lose; so he resolved on doing his guestsjamy that very night
when their light had gone out. That evening heegénem the best wine in
his cellar and joined in their merry-making, thimgithat they would soon
fall into a strong sleep, as often happens aftavha@rinking. Eventually
they went up to their room, put their night-ligint order, laid their naked
swords by their side, and thought to sleep secore €are; which they did.

The innkeeper, however, was not asleep, but wateymating the
execution of his resolve. When he saw that thelleamad gone out, he crept
through the hole; coming upon Lupoldus first, hgdreto rummage around
beneath his head. But Lupoldus was not sleepmdjjh@ kept a sharp sword
lying, unsheathed, on the sheets beside him. Haelly grabbed this
sword and hewed at the thief. The innkeeper ducketinot enough; and
the blade tore such a deep gash in his throaththataid neither “Oh” nor

“Ow”, but just fell down dead.
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Lupoldus angrily called the servants and asked,y\dild you put the
light out?”

They answered, one and all, that they had doneicio thing.

“Now one of you go and fix a light, while the redtyou stand at the
door with your naked swords and let no one out.eréhs a thief in the
room.” The first servant ran out and soon returm#ti a light. Lupoldus
commanded: “Lock the door fast, so the thief wit escape us.” Then they
began to search, and coming to Lupoldus’s bed, thegd the innkeeper
lying dead with an opened throat. When Fortunaesrd this, as you can
well imagine, he suffered the shock of his life.

“Oh God, why did | ever come to Constantinople?”dcnied. “If we
lost all our possessions, that would be a trifimgtter — for now every one
of us can wave goodbye to his goods and his lifevgld Oh, Almighty
God, come to the aid of these pour souls, for realse is able or willing to
help us; we are strangers here, and we may wéd sta good name, rank
and pedigree, but we shall not be believed. Ifoffer them a bribe, they
will think: “They have forfeited their lives. Onaeee take those, their money
Is ours — so we shall get our hands on it anyway.”

Master and servants stood looking at the corpsmbitling with terror

and unable to utter a word. Fortunatus was thet nersified, for he
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remembered how he had fared in London, when théeen@n was murdered
in the house in his absence, and he was innocehiganrant of the deed.
He turned to Lupoldus: “Alas, what an evil turn yloave done us by Kkilling
the host! If you had just given him a serious whuand not struck him
down dead, then with the help of God and gold, weildl have gained
respite for our lives.”

Lupoldus replied, “It was night; | did not know wHhawas striking. |
lunged at the thief whose hands were scuttling undehead, and who had
robbed us once before. That is the man | felled, i&it be God’s will that
the guise in which he met his death should becamogvk, then we need not
fear for our goods or our lives.”

“Oh, we shall not be able to make a thief of thekeeper!” cried
Fortunatus. “His friends will not allow it. Neih words nor money can
help us now.”

In his distraught frame of mind, Fortunatus waskmg: ‘If only |
had a loyal friend to whom | could entrust my puasel divulge its secret.
Then when we were imprisoned and we told the tofitihe matter, and they
found so little money on us, the loyal friend wowdpear and offer the
judge a generous sum. | have no doubt that thrgejuebuld take four or five
thousand ducats and let us away with our lives.’

But then he thought: ‘Whomever | entrust with these will grow so
fond of it that he will not return it to me; he iather make generous
presents to the judge, so that he make haste anapt limbs on the wheel,
for heinous murder must not remain unrevenged. Aadvill say that it
would be disgraceful and iniquitous for anyone kains that guests who
murder their host should not be broken on the whedh this way,

Fortunatus discovered immself that it was impossible to give the purse to
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anyone else, and he began to raise fervent criéetiven from the bitter
bottom of his heart.

When Lupoldus had surveyed the terror and anxietyhe faces of
his master and the servants, he said: “How faiatted you are! Grief will
get us nowhere. The deed is done; we cannot réteitio the thief; so let us
use our reason to see us through this predicamé&uatitunatus admitted that
he knew no counsel to give; and he wondered whyhdm not chosen
wisdom instead of wealth, for then he would havevkm what to advise. So
he told Lupoldus to impart any wise counsel he miwgwve, for their need
was pressing.

“Then follow me and do as | tell you,” said Luposju‘and with
God’s help | shall bring us from here with our kexliunscathed and our
effects untouched, and without meeting any obstdcl@hey were pleased
with these comforting words. Lupoldus commandé&bw be quiet — let no
one make a sound — and quench the light.” Andbk the dead innkeeper
on his back and carried him into the backyard, &tibere was a deep well
by the stables. He threw him head-first into thell, and its water was deep
enough to cover the corpse from sight. No onecearsaw this, for the

time was midnight.
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Returning to Fortunatus, Lupoldus said: “I haveed@imbered us of
the thief, in such a wise that it will be a goodilelbefore anyone finds him.
As | do not doubt that he did not inform anyonédisfintention to rob us, no
one will know that we have done him an injury. [@ohappy.” Turning to
the servants, he said: “Go and prepare the haasessee that you sing, and
talk about pretty girls, and let none of you spmiiong face; we shall act
likewise. As soon as day breaks, we shall rideyaaad put six hours
between us and the city; and if we had killed tlileamd young Emperors of
Constantinople, we would still make our escape.”

Fortunatus heard these words with pleasure, anbdegan to show
more gaiety than he felt. Once the cheerful seésvhad groomed the horses,
they called the inn’s serving-lads and maids amd f& malmsey, which is
good there. When everyone had drunk their fig, ds and the maids were
given a ducat each, and the whole company wagymdpirits. “We hope to
return in a month’s time,” said Lupoldus, “and thee shall really make
merry together.” Fortunatus spoke to the inn-saszad’Relay our thanks to
our host and hostess. Tell them | would have loatesmalmsey brought up
to their bed, but I thought them rather in needest.”

With such jocular words did they mount their steealsd they rode
full gallop towards Turkey, afraid all the while pérsuit. But no-one rode
after them; and they did not ask any questions tath@uinnkeeper. And so
they arrived in the Turkish Emperor’s land, in ehocalled Craiova. In this
town the Emperor has a dignitary whose duty itasstpply Christian
merchants or pilgrims with an escort, whether theye travelling towards
the Court or elsewhere over his lands. Lupoldus aware of this, so on
arrival he went to visit this dignitary and saidathihey were five pilgrims

who desired safe-conduct and the accompanimentratheman. “I'll give
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you all the safe-conducts you want, as long ashand me four ducats; and
I'll have one ducat, and provisions, from everyvsat.” Lupoldus was
slightly reluctant, but he bit his lip and handeciothe money. Then the
dignitary gave him a signed safe-conduct and dehtto a knowledgeable
man; and he considered them to be well provided-for

So they rode through Turkey. When Fortunatus $eatvhis cause for
care was over, and the shock he had suffered irst@otmople had worn
away, his spirits rose and he began to bandy jok#s his companions.
Arriving at the Emperor’'s Court, they withessed aigormous wealth and
innumerable army; and he was amazed that one mald call so many
people to his service. Among them, to his greapldasure, were many
renegade Christians. So they did not tarry aCibert, but travelled through
Wallachia, both Lesser and Greater, where Vlad rades, then Bosnia,
Croatia and Dalmatia. Then they passed througlapest, Cracow (the seat
of the King of Polandl), Copenhagen, Stockholm and Bergen before
returning through Sweden and Denmark to Prague.

While travelling through all the lands and kingdoriRsrtunatus had
observed and marked their customs, traditions asleefs, and he had
written a short book, in which he registered thmmes and dominions of all
the Kings, Dukes, Counts and Barons, with detdilhe holdings, of lands
and liegemen, of the princes of the cloth — thédyps, abbots and prelates —
whom he had seen. He completed this book withdasss industry and
with the help and advice of Lupoldus, who had prasly journeyed
through all of these lands. Fortunatus had alsoaged to obtain an official
reception from each King, at which he was presemtéldl a memento; and

he held these gifts dear, not for their materidueabut because he had
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earned them himself, and acquired them in pers8o. he brought them
home and gave them pride of place.

Riding out of Prague, he headed for the Duchy ofo8g, then for
Franconia. Anyone with experience of travel maylvee thinking that
Fortunatus would have required a good escort, hladcome known that he
was carrying so rich a purse — especially in thed$awhere groups of
impoverished knights and footpads roam. But Godeglaim the good
fortune to pass through unscathed, and he arrivéklugsburg. In that city
he displayed great friendship to certain merchamt®m he accompanied to
Venice, paying their charges; and in a few daysy thrrived. As he rode
into Venice, he was glad at heart, and he thouglete, there are many rich
people; here, you may open your money to view.” h®oenquired after
jewels of the purest water, and a great number Wwesaght before him,
many of which caught his fancy; and the mercharite wffered these did
not walk away unrewarded. Through these transastihe Venetians
gained a great amount of ready money, and Fortanafs held in high
esteem. Now he was well aware that he had ownedlyhany household
goods or clothes when he had sailed from Famaglesaing his father
Theodore and his mother Graciana behind in bitmregy. So he had
himself tailored with splendid and fashionable gamts, and he purchased
all household necessities twice over. Then hedharagalley and returned,
with his effects, to Famagusta, fifteen years aftesr departure. On his
arrival, he learnt at once that his father and motimd died, and he was

plunged into grief.

8 Warsaw became capital of Poland in 1815.
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VIII. A Wife for Fortunatus

Now Fortunatus rented a mansion, where he tramesfdris movables;
and taking more servants and maids into his empleygegan to keep house
in sumptuous style. Everywhere he met with a digtiand flattering
reception, although many people wondered wherealeglained such great
wealth — for it was generally known that he had t&k island in deep
indigence. Then he bought his father's house, mady others adjoining,
and had them demolished to make room for a magmifipalace. He had
this exquisitely ornamented, using the knowledgel@torated edifices he
had acquired on his travels. Beside it he fouralbdautiful minster, around
which he had thirteen houses built, and he endatvedth a provost and
twelve canons, who were to sing and chant at seraicd he settled annual
revenues of 300 ducats on the provost and 100 sloca¢ach canon. When
a canon died, the remainder were to elect anoémelwhen the provost left
this life, his successor would be chosen by theePoportunatus had the
minster embellished with every kind of ornamentatiand he provided
tithes and annuities for its perpetual increasehenl he ordered the
construction of two monumental tombs inside; highmo and father he had
exhumed from their resting-place and interred ia,amhile the other was to

await him and his heirs.
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Now when the palace and the minster were finishedl farnished
according to his instructions, Fortunatus surveyd@m with deep
satisfaction, and he thought: ‘Such a palace requgspectable inhabitants.’
Thus did he resolve to find a wife; and when hif§ b@came known, there
was great excitement. Everyone, rich or poor, @ablburgher, who had a
pretty daughter, had her arrayed and bejewellegedisas his means would
allow; and everyone thought, ‘You never know, Gadld lay the luck on
my daughter as soon as on anyone else’s.” It weas shat there was
immense wealth to be had, and every father wishidebd his daughter to its
source; as a result, many daughters were attirggiigeous apparel which
they would otherwise have had to long do without.

And while all these people were busy with theirpamations, there
was a Count Nimian, not far from Famagusta, who thaele daughters of
surpassing beauty. The King advised the Countdpgse his daughters to
Fortunatus; if it pleased him, he would speak airthehalf. The Count
was not very powerful, yet he replied: “Sire, if ldesires one of my
daughters, and you are advising me to accept @member that he owns
neither land nor lieges. He may have had a gteat &f ready money, but
as you can see he has built a great deal away, parpose; just so could he
lose possession of what he has now, and spendayistavpoverty, as his
father did before him. It takes no time at allfritter away heaps of ready
money.”

The King told the Count: “I have heard from eyengiises that he
owns a store of magnificent jewels sufficient ty lBuComity, and yet he has
placed none for sale. | have also heard much absutavels through many
lands and kingdoms. And | shall tell you this abloun: had he not known

how to bring his affairs to a successful conclusibe would not have
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constructed so tremendous a palace or such anmspghing minster, which
he has honourably endowed with perpetual tithes amtlities. So my
advice would be that, if the idea pleases him, goue him one of your
daughters. If this meets with your approval, thehall do my diligence to
forward this marriage; Fortunatus pleases me greatid | would rather see
him with a wife of noble birth than with some peats&adaughter. | would
be annoyed if a low-born woman were to possesshamd her home in his
palace.”

On hearing the King express such approval of Faitus) the Count
said: “Gracious Majesty, it is plain from your werthat you would draw
pleasure from my giving one of my daughters to imatus. Please exercise
absolute dominion over all that | have, my persot my possessions.”

When the King heard the Count’s mind, he said; tSgour daughters
to the Queen my wife, and | shall prepare themhm hope that one will
attract his liking. | shall allow him the choicéany one of the three; and |
shall bear the charges of the wedding for you, dnthere are further
expenses, they will be met by me, for you haveust#d me with absolute
power over your person and possessions.”

Count Nimian thanked the King and, declaring higdence to His
Royal Majesty’s will, took his leave. He rode hoteehis wife, where he
recounted his conversation with the King. She higbly pleased, but her
pleasure was tempered by her conviction that Fattswas not noble
enough, and by his having the choice of the theaglters; for one of them
was especially dear to her. The Count asked hatwine she meant, but
she absolutely refused to tell him. However, sbiodwed his will and
prepared their daughters, giving them a duennairggboys and maids, as

was meet for their noble estate. And so the maidenved at the King of
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Cyprus’s court, where they and their retinue weeeived with honour by
the King and Queen. There they were instructeCaourt etiquette and
aristocratic affairs, in which they had previoustgeived a grounding. The
maidens were extremely beautiful, and their beantyeased with each
passing day. When the King thought it time, het $@rtunatus a stately
embassy requiring his presence at Court, with asae being given for the
summons. But Fortunatus knew that he had a gracimaster for King, so
he hurriedly arrayed himself and rode in high $pito his Lord, who

received him with every mark of honour.

“Fortunatus, you are my liegeman, and | think @i should follow
my advice, for | have your best interests at hedrhave heard about the
magnificent residence and minster you have hadtaaisd; and now, you
have a mind to take a wife. Being concerned that would choose
someone not to my liking, | intend to confer on y@uoble spouse, so that
you may father a noble line.”

“Gracious Majesty,” said Fortunatus, “it is truath am of the will to
take a soul-mate. And now that | understand thair¥Majesty will show
me the grace, kindness and favour to provide me wie, | shall make no
further inquiries, and worry my mind no more, butak place my
unswerving faith and trust entirely in Your MajeSty

Having heard the answers of Fortunatus and Countigki, and
having the governance of the daughters, the Kimgight: ‘I can make a
good marriage here.” So he told Fortunatus: “lehttwee beautiful young
ladies, all Countesses through both father and enotfhe eldest is eighteen
years old and is called Gemiana; the second osevisnteen, and Marsepia

is her name; and the third daughter is thirteed,sdre is called Cassandra. |
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shall grant you the choice of any one of theseethreshall also allow you
the choice of seeing them one after the otherll tinr@e at one time.”

Fortunatus did not need long deliberation, but iegpl “Gracious
Majesty, as you have given me such a choice, legigthat | may see all
three standing together and hear each one speak.”

“It shall be as you wish,” said the King. And helered the Queen to
prepare the women and her maids, for he was comirteir apartments,
and he would be bringing a guest. The Queen didoasmanded with no
little zeal, for she understood the import of thessage; and when the time
seemed right to the King, he motioned to Fortunahgmade to leave.

“Kind Majesty, if you have no objections, permiigiold servant of
mine to accompany us.”

The King gave his consent, and so, with old Lups]dbey arrived in
the women’s chamber, where the Queen and her Mdit®nour rose to
receive them with due ceremony. Then the Kingdeatn, and Fortunatus

stood at his side.

“Let the maidens Gemiana, Marsepia and Cassandrae duzefore
me,” said the King. And the three daughters stigo@nd walked across the
room. Before they reached the King, they curtsiedte, then knelt down
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before him, with becoming ease and grace. His 8fgajbid them rise, and
they duly obeyed; then he turned to the eldest emiGemiana:

“Tell me — would you rather be with the Queen, ahvCount Nimian,
your father, and the Countess, your mother?”

“Gracious Majesty,” she replied, “it does not beeome to answer
the question. If | had to choose, | would not use will, but would be
obedient to the behest of Your Majesty and my fathe

Then the King asked the second daughter, “Marsaellame truly:
who is closer to your heart — the Count, your land father, or the Countess,
your lady and mother?”

“Oh Your Majesty, it does not become me to answer question. |
love them both with all my heart. If one were maiear to me than the
other, it would pain my heart to know this; and ety mouth to announce
it, | would be deeply ashamed. For they both cowltlbe truer parents.”

And the King looked at the third and youngest. s€andra, answer
me this. If a glittering ball were held at our &=, full of Princes and Lords,
and noble ladies and maidens, and your parents present, and the one
said, ‘Daughter, join the dance,” but the otherdsabo not’ — whose
command would you obey?”

“Most Gracious Majesty, your eyes tell you how ygunam, and
wisdom does not come before years; Your Majesthjsrgreat wisdom, can
recognise and gauge the desires of youth. It dogdefit me to make a
choice, for giving preference to one parent woulday the other, and this |
would be most reluctant to do.”

“But if you had to choose?” the King asked.

“Then | request a year and a day for reflection Hredadvice of the

wise, before | answer the question.”
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The King left it at that and probed Cassandra mthéu. After taking
his leave of the ladies, he returned to his qusrtedlowed by Fortunatus
and Lupoldus, and when they were in his chambetlde~ortunatus: “You
wished to see and hear the three daughters, aawkl diven you more than
you desired. You have seen their carriage andagaitheard them speak at
sufficient length. Now which one would you liketeke to wife?”

Fortunatus replied, “Gracious Majesty, all threegsle me so well that
| do not know which one to choose. | request ¥@ir Majesty grant me a
short time to consult with my old servant Lupoldus.

“Feel free to do so,” said the King.

So the two retreated to a quiet place. “You haensand heard the
three daughters as well as | have,” said FortunatNew you know that no
man is so wise in his affairs as never to haveskoaalvice. So | am asking
you to give me your counsel, as truly as if yourlswere at stake.”

Lupoldus started with shock at the weight of tldshanition and said:
“Sir, it is not for me to advise in this matter. eWften find that what
delights one man will not at all please his brotloge man likes to eat meat,
another man fish. So no one can advise you butygowself;, you are the
one who will have to bear the burden.”

“I know that, and | am aware that it is |, and ribaey, who is taking a
wife,” said Fortunatus, “but | would like you to @p your secret heart to me,
for you have had so much trade with mankind that gan judge the true
self from the external appearance.”

Lupoldus was still reluctant, for he feared that bhoice might not
concur with his master’s, thus causing him to lbsefavour. So he said:

“Sir, all three pleased me greatly. | diligentlyrgtinised each one in turn,
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and judging from appearances, | believe them tesibers or cousins. |
could find no mark of faithlessness in them.”

“But which one would you advise me to take?”

“I do not wish to be the first to choose, and noowdd you; it would
be unbearable if our judgements did not agreetak® this chalk and write
on the table in your corner, and | shall writehe bther corner.”

Fortunatus was pleased with this suggestion, aeg throte their
opinions down. And when each had read what therdtad written, they
both found the name, ‘Cassandra.” Fortunatus Waaktat they had lighted
on the same daughter; and Lupoldus was more pletdssdGod had put it
in his mind to think of the maiden whom his madteed the most. Now
that they were of one accord, Fortunatus returo¢le King and declared:

“Gracious Majesty, your Royal Self having vouchsafee a choice,
which shall induce me to deep gratitude and unwageservitude to Your
Grace, for | consider myself unworthy of such aicbpwhich | have done
nothing to earn — an omission | have every intentibremedying — it is my
wish that you give me Cassandra.”

“As you wish, so shall it be,” said the King. Arm® sent for the
Queen, enjoining her to bring Cassandra along; lwhias done. Then he
summoned his chaplain and had them joined in w&dloCassandra was
disgruntled at being married without her parent®spnce or knowledge;
but the King wished it so. And when the ceremomag wver, the other court
ladies and the bride’s sisters came to wish hek.ludhe sisters were
weeping sorely, so that Fortunatus asked what Wasause of their tears;
being informed that they were the bride’s full eist he went over to
comfort them, saying: “Do not grieve; your disphaes will soon turn to

delight.” And he sent to Famagusta for the jewedshad brought from

75



Venice. The two best ones he presented to the Eim Queen, then he
gave others to the bride and her sisters, and Wedttavish gifts on all the
ladies of the Queen’s apartments; which they reckwith profuse thanks.

Then the King sent for Count Nimian and the CountesNhen
Fortunatus heard this, he prepared Lupoldus, giting a thousand ducats
to pour into the Countess’s lap with the messagetths was a gift from her
son-in-law to raise her spirits for the weddingifeses. Now the Countess
was vexed at Fortunatus having chosen her youmigesthter, for she was
her favourite; but when Lupoldus poured the golo iner lap, she allowed
her ill-humour to depart. And she and the Coumnteforth equipped
themselves with liveried servants, carriages ahdhal other paraphernalia
of nobility. On arriving at the Court, they werceived with honour by the
King, before being wined and dined in such roysglesthat Count Nimian
observed to the Countess: “Wife, we have been bigea before, but never
have we been offered such honour. We should exaltrevere God for the
grace He has conferred on us in giving us so bdaeva King and, through
our daughter Cassandra, such a mighty son-in-law.”

Now that they had arrived, the King declared totématus: “l want to
make the arrangements for your nuptials, and | wh&m to be celebrated
here.”

“Your Majesty, allow me to celebrate them in my néwuse in
Famagusta,” pleaded Fortunatus. “It has not yenbealessed, or borne
witness to joy.”

“My intention was to save you and Count Nimian &xpense,” said
the King.

“No amount of expense can drive me to regret oemgmce,” replied

Fortunatus, “and | request that Your Majesty com@erson to Famagusta
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with the Queen and your whole Court. Althoughnrmat offer you and your
retinue honour to match your worth, | can assurarY@race that you shall
not want for anything, any more than you do here.”

When the King heard Fortunatus striking such anlesgustrain, he
thought: ‘I would like to see this establishment®As you wish,” he
proclaimed. “Ride home and set everything in artleen | shall arrive with
the Queen, and bring you your wife, father- and hapin-law, and a
numerous train.”

Fortunatus happily thanked the King and said: “Meill not have
long to wait. All will be ready in three days.” affoping home to
Famagusta, he bought everything that was lackMgw it was not strange
for the King to come to Famagusta, for he often l&burt there; so he rode
in with a great entourage to a warm reception flosnpeople — as is only
right and fitting.

The town now played host to great merriment, wiinang, singing,
and the strains of melodious strings. The secbatidne dance came to an
end, another was struck up; and so the entertainomettinued throughout
the night. Then the beautiful maiden Cassandranidly Fortunatus in the
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ornate new palace built to delight the fancy; alomvalked through its
doors marvelled at the exquisite decoration themdb

Now although the bride’s mother saw the stamp ®fity all around,
she was still discontented at Fortunatus owningheeiland nor liegemen,
and she mentioned this to her husband. Count Mimgplied, “Do not
worry; | believe that our daughter will be honodyamaintained.” And
early the next morning the King and the bride’sepés came to discuss the
Morning Gift’. “l have neither land nor lieges,” began Fortusat'so |
shall give you five thousand ducats. With thisuyman buy a castle and
estate, so that your daughter is well provided for.

“I know what to do in this matter,” said the King:The Count of
Ligorno is here; he has fallen on hard times anedeeeady money. He
owns a castle and bourg, called L’'arcobaleno (theans ‘The Rainbow’s
End’) three miles hence, and we shall buy thishoffi, land, vassals, and
chattels.” Then the Count was summoned, and tloeiglit the castle and
bourg off him for seven thousand ducats. Fortugawve Lupoldus the key
to a chest in his bedroom, and when he came baek,dine money was
counted out and the title deeds handed over. TherCount of Ligorno
yielded his jurisdiction to Cassandra before thagkiand he renounced for
ever his claim to the said castle and bourg. Ebe was a popular topic of
discussion. One man said, “It's worth ten thousduadats,” while another
remarked, “If | had so much money, | wouldn’t spénah that”

But when the deal was done, the bride’s mothetl§iiaund content.
She dressed for church — the minster Fortunatus Heat erected and

exquisitely decorated, at no distance from hisgalaand when the service

° MorgengabeA gift to the bride from her husband on the mogritfter the consummation of their
marriage.
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was over, the King, the bride and bridegroom, thiee descending
gradations of rank, proceeded to the palace for aaqbet. The
sumptuousness of the feast could be describedngthle- for everyone
knows that money makes money, and the man of neambve in the lap of
luxury and enjoy a sweet and dreamless sleep. fastevities epitomised
joyful extravagance; no half-measures were taken.

Amid the merriment, Fortunatus was thinking hovptevent the time
from seeming long to the King and Queen. He decite award three
jewels, each of which would be won after three dpyssting: the first was
worth 600 ducats, and was for the knights and mplilee next jewel, 400
ducats in value, was for the burghers; and the &ine, priced at 200 ducats,
was for all the mounted servants, whether theyrggdd to the lords or the
town. It can be taken as read that everyone diditmnost and strained every
sinew to be the best, to earn fame in the eyet@fbkeautiful ladies and
maidens present, and to win the valuable jewel.o Bwthree jousts would
be followed by a dance here, and a meal there.rté@u days passed in a
whirl of merrymaking, then the King would stay ranger; and as he rode
away, many guests accompanied him. Fortunatusdiuawe liked them to
have stayed longer, especially his father- and evatitlaw; but they were
eager to be away, for they saw the huge expensessiecurring, and they
feared that he would end up buying poverty. Whes King departed,
Fortunatus rode out with him some distance fromttiven; and he thanked
his lord for doing him the honour of attending edding revels. Then he
took a humble leave of the King and the Queen, @ir€ Nimian and the
Countess his father- and mother-in-law, and ofttedl company; and after
thanking many in the entourage for having attendisdnuptials, he rode

home to his fair Cassandra.
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Now that all the strangers had departed, Fortunemused all the
burghers to a new festival, which lasted eight daysl it earned him the
favour and goodwill of the whole town of Famagust&and when this
entertainment and high living had run its coursmfihatus wished to settle
down to a restful life. He said to Lupoldus: “Mypaf friend, let me know
your desire. | shall give you three options; clewadichever you will, it
will be granted. If you want home, | shall provigeu with four servants to
escort you there with honour, and give you spendnogey for the rest of
your days. If you want to stay here in Famagusshall buy you a house,
supply you with three servants and two maids tenalttto you, and see that
you want for nothing. Or if you wish to remain lvitne in my palace and
have all your needs met as well as | myself — wdweln you choose, it will
be yours, and the deed shall honour the word.”

Lupoldus thanked him for the great deference shoawd for the
choice he had been offered; he had never desefv@dd or of his master
that he should meet with such honour and beneveleénchis old age.
“There is no riding home for me,” he said, “I and @nd weak, and could
perish on the way. Even if | did make it home, é¢filba is a rough, hard
land which does not give growth to grapes or anyhefother fine fruits |
have grown accustomed to here; | would die. Aretdhs no question of
my living in your palace; | am old and ill-shapedile you have a beautiful
wife, with many pretty maids and handsome servémtentertain you. |
would be a nuisance to everyone, for the presehg®wh is not always
pleasing to the aged — although | do not doubt wittue or benevolence.
So | shall choose, by your leave, to be establismeady own house, where |
can end my days. But | earnestly request that whik not entail my

exclusion from your love or your counsel, the whiat God grants us life.”
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Fortunatus assured him of this, and he sought bimsel as long as
Lupoldus lived. And so he bought him a house, gadaervants and maids,
and allocated him a monthly allowance of a hundhecdats. Lupoldus was
delighted that his days of waiting senViteere over. He went to bed and
rose at any time he wanted; he ate and drank §scraas late as he listed —
and good luck to him! Yet he still went to churehery morning, where
Fortunatus could witness the depth of his devotiddow when Lupoldus
had lived this honourable life for half a year, tedl into a fatal iliness.
Many doctors were sent for, but none could help;hand the good
Lupoldus died. Fortunatus was deeply grieved, bhadhad his friend

ceremonially interred in his minster grounds.

IX. Two Sons, and a Hat, for Fortunatus

Fortunatus and his wife Cassandra, living togetimerbliss and
enjoying life’s plenty, prayed devoutly to God toagt them progeny. For
he was only too aware that the purse would loseatser if he did not
produce legitimate issue; but he said nothing o tb Cassandra, only
telling her how dearly he would like to have hdmg her. And as God
hearkens to all sincere prayers, so he heard@aissandra became pregnant
and gave birth to a son, to the delight of hisdaind many others, who was
baptised Ampedo. Soon afterwards Cassandra bepegeant again and
brought forth another son, who was joyfully bapligendolosia. They were
two handsome, well-formed boys, and Fortunatus lisdbeloved wife
raised them with constant diligence and love; yed@&osia was always

somewhat more forward than his brother Ampedo, asshall see later.

1% The phrase “uff den dienst warten” (Roloff 96) ieds us that much of a servant’s time was spent
waiting for orders.
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Although Fortunatus would have liked more heirs ®gssandra, she had
given birth for the final time — to her great savidor she would dearly have

welcomed a daughter or two.

Now when Fortunatus had been with Cassandra fdvéwesars, and
he saw that there was no hope of increasing hiejdse became restless in
Famagusta, despite having every form of entertamiraé his fingertips —
going for walks, riding on handsome steeds, lurimgnting with hounds,
and hawking. Recollecting that he had traversedire Kingdoms of
Christianity, he was seized with the longing togptsough all the heathen
lands before his death, especially Prester Joharsllof Upper, Middle, and
Lower India. So he said to his wife Cassandra:

“I have a request to make you. | am of a minddag a journey for
some time, and | would like you to grant your carise

She asked where he was thinking of going; he réphat his intended
journey could not be completed in less than thessgs, Cassandra blanched,
but thought that his words were not spoken in esirne

“And where could you go where you would find molegsure and
delight, and a more comfortable home, than herdn widur wife and

children? You may well come into a place where gminot so fortunate.”
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“I am not going away for the sake of pleasure,uxuty, or material
profit,” said Fortunatus. “l have seen half theridpand now | want to see
the other half, even if it costs me my life. | nahclear my head of this
wish. So give me your consent, for no one canegnethis but God and
Death.”

When Cassandra realised that he was in deadly stathe colour
flew from her face, and she began to beg him teeldas resolve, which he
would come to regret. When he went on his previmusney, it was
through Christian lands, and he was young and gtvath great powers of
endurance. These had now gone; age cannot docaims easily to youth.
“And you have grown accustomed to a restful lifevhy do you wish to
expose yourself to the false heathens? Every aay hear about them
showing Christians neither faith nor favour, forsitin their blood to take a
Christian’s life and possessions whenever they’can.

Then she flung her arms very tenderly around hek rmad said, “Oh
my darling Fortunatus! Oh my loving and loyal hasd, joy of my heart,
trust of my body and soul — | beg you, for the hanof God and the sake of
the Virgin Mary, to respect me, your poor wife, araur dear children, and
to throw this intended journey out of your heartl amnd and stay here with
us! And if | have annoyed you in any way, or damgthing to displease
you, please give me to understand what; | shaltéfenth be more prudent,
and it will never happen again.” And she shoolwitte depth of her tears.

“My darling wife,” said Fortunatus, “do not takesid badly. It is only
for a short while, then | shall safely return. Ahg@romise you now that
never again shall | part from you as long as Gaddeus life.”

“If | were certain you would make it back, | wouddite happily await

your return; if you were going anywhere other ttiamse dangerous regions
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where infidels are constantly thirsting for Chaastiblood, it would not be so
hard to bear.”

“None can prevent this journey but God and Deaffgitunatus
declared. “When | depart, | shall give you enougbney for you and the
children to enjoy comfort and ease for the restaafr lives, in case | did not
return.”

When Cassandra saw that no amount of pleading ¢mijj she said:
“My dearest husband, if there is no other way oifi yant to be so far away
from us, then so be it; but come back to us allsir@ner, and do not let the
faithful love you have shown us up to now fade frpoouir heart. We shall
pray for you day and night, imploring God to grgou health, peace and
fair weather, and to ensure you the goodwill of tathse through whose
hands and power you pass.”

“Now God grant that this prayer take effect,” skmtunatus. “I trust
God that | shall return earlier than | had planreed | hope, with His help,
to make a quick and happy end to my journey.”

Fortunatus wasted no time in having a sturdy gadl@ystructed, and
while it was on the stocks, he summoned merchamdssant them out to
buy all kinds of merchandise that would serve hietl\m heathen lands. He
then considered what present he could bring tdStilean, for he knew that
all the nationalities who visited Alexandria tooktravagant gifts along,
especially the Venetians and Florentines, who drougpld-embroidered
lengths of velvet and a fabulous array of silkemngents in satisfying
abundance. So he quickly sent for some master sgulds and
commissioned a sumptuous travel-cabinet of silver gold, together with
everything one could or would wish to use: gobletgps, bottles, bowls,

plates, dishes, spits, gridirons and pothooks gikéed, inside or outside, as
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occasion demanded. And when the galley was rdaglipad it loaded; then
he completed his preparations, took his leave ®fafie and sons, sat down

and headed in God’s name for Alexandria.

Now the Alexandrians have an ancient custom whichtatks that
whenever a ship can be seen approaching in thendest they send a boat
out towards her to inquire where she is from an@tws her business, and
the answers are relayed to the Sultan. When aestigrs the port, no one
may disembark until he has received a written safeduct; after Fortunatus
was handed this, he and his merchants steppeddontand. The heathens
wanted to know who the master of the galley washesdold them that his
name was Fortunatus, from Famagusta in Cyprus, hendvas the sole
master. Then Fortunatus requested to be broudbtebthe Sultan, for he
had brought him a gift. The Sultan’s servants wergy to help him to bring,
for it happens at every Court that the man who ®toegive is quickly
admitted, whereas he who wants to take must stamgl before the door.
After entering the Palace, Fortunatus had a largehandsome side-board
set up, and on it he laid the precious articlescwhvere costly and fair to
behold; then he waited for the Sultan. When th&a8uarrived, he was
amazed at the number and the beauty of the vakiaatel believing that
they had been brought for sale, he inquired of Ufatus what price he

85



placed on the cabinet. Fortunatus wished to krfoime Sultan liked the
precious items: “Greatly,” he said. Content withstreply, Fortunatus
asked the Sultan not to refuse him the honour céating them as a present.
The Sultan marvelled that a single merchant showdte so munificent a
benefaction, which he valued at some five thoushnzhts, and he thought
to be far beyond the bounty of a major communeh @iscVenice, Florence
or Genoa. But he accepted the gift, with the regt@m that it was too much
not to requite, and so he ordered that Fortunatgitken one hundred
ladings of pepper, equal in total value to the iabi

Now when the Venetian, Florentine and Genoan factben resident
in Alexandria, heard that the Sultan had given sstlg a present to
Fortunatus, who had just arrived there for thet firne, when they had
presented him with valuable gifts once, and sonegitwice, a year, and
abiding in his realm, brought much advantage to d&mu the whole land; yet
he had never once given anything, great or smalthéir states or their
people: then their resentment was aroused. Moreéwgtunatus was too
free with his money in his dealings: his merchautisl all their wares for a
cheaper price than they, and bought for a highdris did hard damage to
their trade, and they feared that greater injurybhaarise from the wares
and spices he was loading at Alexandria to bear @ftristian lands. So
they held counsel, day and night, to devise a catibes disgrace before the
Sultan and his viziers, so that he be no longet meprincipal favour. And
they sent great gifts to the Admiral, the Sultasesond-in-command, with a
request that he not look so kindly on Fortunatus lais men, but have them
beaten and robbed, and shown every dishonour; wilielp themselves
would have done, this behaviour being in their regthhad they not feared

punishment from the Admiral. But Fortunatus becamware that they hated
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him, and intended to make the land so unbearabléifo that he should
never feel the wish to return. So what he did was: when the four
conspiring nations — the Venetians, Genoese, Rioeshand Catalonians —
sent the Admiral ten ducats, Fortunatus would demndthirty. This was an
even game for the Admiral, who took the money fitooth parties and kept
them both content; but he did more to serve andsgld-ortunatus, for he
wished that more of his kind would frequent Alexaad
Now when Fortunatus had been there several daystamang

himself in honourable state, the Sultan invited l@nd several merchants
from the galleys to a splendid feast, it beingdustom to invite to table the
owner of every galley about to depart. He was atsated to be the
Admiral’s guest, and more often than was customang he was shown
greater honour than had ever been shown to a galeer. Then the four
nations really began to scowl and grumble, for teay that their presents
had been given in vain. The time came for theegallo leave Alexandria;
no ship arriving there with merchandise dares t&ynger than six weeks,
regardless of the success of its trading. Fortsmatas well aware of this —
he had, indeed, based his venture around this gthedand he now made
another merchant patron in his place, and ordeiraddsail the galley with
its load of merchants and wares, in the name of, @Qatalonia, Portugal,
Spain, England and Flanders, where they were todmaysell to increase
their profit; which he expected them to do, fontlarried a valuable cargo.
Then he urged the new patron to remember to retutim the galley to
Alexandria after two years; on no account must theglect to do this, for
he intended to wander in foreign lands for thatgtenof time before
returning to Alexandria. If they did not find hithere as arranged, they

were no longer to count him among the living, amelytshould deliver the
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galley with its cargo to his wife Cassandra andsliss, in Famagusta. The
patron promised this, and then the ship set sad;their adventures would
be long in the telling.

Fortunatus, alone now, went to the Admiral and ested that he
acquire for him from the Sultan an escort aroursdidnd, a trucheman, and
a passport to the princes and lords of the landsisteed to visit, such as the
Persian Empire, Cathay and Prester John’s Land,alinthose domains
bordering these realms. The Admiral procured spéenletters of
commendation for him, and he supplied him with gsidvho knew the
paths and roads, and were well-versed in the |tmagues; but all at
Fortunatus’s expense. Yet Fortunatus was delightéd this, and more
than happy to defray his own costs, for no sumateukr sadden him. Then
he prepared himself and his escort lavishly; whené&e was told that such-
and-such was necessary, or would be of servicenerjourney, he would
command its purchase and pay in ready money. Anddon earned the
affection of all those with whom he had dealings, tie treated them with
deference; where one guilder would have sufficediufatus gave two.

So he set out. At first, he came to the Persiarpitan passing
through this, he arrived in Cathay, land of the a&r&hans. Then he
travelled through the desert to Prester John’s #amg, which comprises
three lands, each one of which is called India: é&fppdia, which is
excessively hot; Middle India, which is somewhatleo; and Lower India,
where it is so cold that the rivers freeze at nightwinter and in summer.
These three Indias, including islands and dry lamd,so huge that Prester
John has seventy-two kings under him, each oneutbeof a great land and
multitude, and of mighty castles and cities. Thees enormity of the Indias

beggars belief, for as the written records telltiey cover a greater expanse
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than the Persian Emperor’s land, the Great Khaath&y, the Sultan’s and
the Grand Turk’s Empires combined; yet these aue foighty potentates,
each holding greater wealth than all the ChrisBances — the Pope and the
prelates — and all Kings and temporal Princes pgéther. A unique and
lengthy book could be written on the wonders, trads and tales of these
lands; and anyone with an enquiring mind shouldl réahn Mandeville’'s
book, as well as the writings of others who haavdrsed that part of the
world and noted down the customs, beliefs and sooiaditions prevalent in
each land.

You may be wondering, when Earth holds these enoesniands,
which are home to magnificent lords, exotic frusd great riches, why
more Germans do not go there? Well, the lands@far away from us, and
the roads are so treacherous, running through rmmsnand wildernesses
filled with murderers and thieves; no one wantsigk his skin. Moreover,
not everyone has enough money, unlike Fortunathsyé little doubt that
there is many a proud man to be found who, if respssed Fortune’s purse,
would not stay at home, but would journey from tared to another, until he
had covered the whole of the Earth. You may aksavbndering why the

people in India and other lands do not visit udie Teason for this is the
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rumours they have heard of how different our laaks how our country is

full of cold weather and poor fruits. Some feaattthey would die on the

spot, while others have come to the conclusion tthey would be held as

fools for leaving a land of plenty to find a wastedl. They are also aware of
the perils of the journey.

Now when Fortunatus had passed through these Iaadsijll was not
satisfied; he wished to reach the land where pegpaws. So he sent
Prester John beautiful gifts which were strangehi® lands, and sent
presents to his chamberlains as well; and he alsikeguides and a written
pass to Lombok. His request was granted, and Iseeseorted to the sea,
and then taken by ship to the wild bushland calletiar, the only place in
the world where pepper grows. Having seen all #imsl being unable to go
any further, Fortunatus thought of his beloved wWif@ssandra and his two
sons; and his heart began to beat for home. $orhed around and headed
homewards, riding back through those foreign lamel$iad not encountered
on the outward leg of his journey. He passed tfinadeserts to the tomb of
St. Catherine on Mt. Sinai, and then through maredg wastes to the Holy
City, Jerusalem. Still having two months to spéeébre his galley arrived
in Alexandria, he thought of riding back to Caimthank the Sultan for his
guides and letters, which had proved extremelyulseBut the Sultan had
moved on by another route to Alexandria, so Fotus#llowed at speed.
There he visited his good friend the Admiral, whaswpleased to see him
and showed him great honour for having displayegh $unightly daring and
traversed such distant lands.

He had been in Alexandria for eight days with antexmenagerie,
his eyes on the sea, when his galley arrived ansl @orted into the
harbour. Although Fortunatus had not been witmthiney had tripled the
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value of his wares. He was delighted at this, lamdvas especially pleased
to see his men safe and sound; moreover, they brdug letters from his
beloved Cassandra informing him that she foundéifeirs good health and
their sons were flourishing. Then Fortunatus tukl merchants to make a
quick end of their trading, for he was sorely wagthome; which they did,
cutting the cost of their merchandise. St. Nichdilalps the trader who sells
at low prices, and he who buys at the asking pwdé not grow old
concluding the transaction: so, whereas othergisshe in Alexandria for
six weeks before they can finish trading, Fortusatunerchants had settled
their affairs in half the time, after hearing theiaster’s will.

The Sultan, hearing of Fortunatus’s impending diejpay did not want
him to leave without having shared his table, amdhe invited him for the
evening before he was set to sail for Famagustaetuikatus could not refuse,
so he told his men to board the ship and to sailtdat the open sea; as soon
as the meal was over, he would join them. “Soelsrything be made
ready; and see that you have your hands on theadddly The men did as
they were instructed.

Then the Admiral came to collect Fortunatus, amy tiepaired to the
Sultan’s Palace, which was situated on a hill affiok@ded a prospect over
the entire city towards the wide and endless déartunatus was received
with honour, for he was no stranger to the Sult@nen asked how he had
fared in foreign climes, he told his host everythiand thanked him
profusely for the letters he had granted him, bygroof which he had been
received with deference and given much assistaped! the lords. Without
them, he would never have managed to completeohim¢y. The Sultan
was pleased to hear this, but if | may just addvwoige for a brief second

here: Fortunatus’s purse bought as much favouhadetters brought. So
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they conversed, and the meal passed in great splendr you may expect
such mighty rulers to live in perpetual magnificercespecially the Sultan,
who had one thousand five hundred mamelukes te dem at table.

When the meal had been consumed, and the mamelgkesstanding
to attention in the hall, together with renegadeistians to the number of
twelve hundred, Fortunatus remarked to the Suhiat tf it would not incur
his displeasure, he would like to disburse ten l{@epilgrim’s coin, worth
three-quarters of a Rhenish guilder) to each makeelurhe Sultan replied
that he would let it pass. Then Fortunatus caledn up, one after the other,
and the cook and the cellarer came too; and hidsheabbed in and out of
his Purse, which he held below the table to hidenfwiew. If seen, it would
have been instantly recognised as a Purse of Fgrtona hundred purses
could not have contained half the money that Fatius disbursed in so
short a time. And when he had given to everydme Sultan was astounded
at his carrying such a weight of gold; and he tdaktunatus’'s open-
handedness towards his mamelukes for a mark of grepect.

“You are a man of honour,” he said, “and it isifigf that you be
shown honour. Come with me; | shall show you stimetof mine.”

And the Sultan led him to a stone tower with maaylis. In the first
vault there were heaps of silver treasures aneérsduwins, lying like corn or
oats poured out on the floor. The next vault hdugglden gems and many
large chests overflowing with golden coins; in tbkowing one, there stood
large chests that were packed with all kinds ofodstve and exquisite
jewellery, such as the Sultan would wear when tshed to appear in all his
pomp and glory: countless rubies, diamonds, sapphiemeralds and
shining pearls. In particular there were two galdandlesticks crowned

with two huge carbuncles, so beautiful and brighdt tthey shone like
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burning candles in the dark. Fortunatus was amag#ds, for he had never
imagined that a King could possess so many prisedescles; and he gave
warm voice to his admiration. When the Sultan tdas delight, he said: “I
have one more treasure, in my bedroom, which igedetp me than
everything you have seen.”

“What could possibly be so magnificent?” asked &ioatus.

“You shall see.” And the Sultan led Fortunatusit®large and well-
appointed bedroom, with all of its windows overloakthe sea. Bending
over a chest, he brought out a thoroughly run-eftill, bare felt hat, such
as wandering monks tend to wear. Then he saids“fat is dearer to me
than all the treasures you have seen, for theybeareplaced; but | do not
know how to find another such hat.”

“Your most revered Highness,” said Fortunatus, itif did not
displease you, | would dearly like to know whatiwe the hat possesses to
make you esteem it so highly.”

“I shall tell you,” the Sultan declared. “It coste a fortune — more
than your loaded galley is now worth. It has thdue of transporting
whoever puts it on to the place he wishes to bbkis & a greater pastime
than all my gold and gems! When | send my servaatson the hunt and
the whim takes me to be with them, | put my hatwish myself there, and
— there | am! Wherever a wild beast may be invtbed, | can wish myself
beside it, then drive it into the hunters’ hand8hen | am facing hostilities
and my soldiers are in the field, I can wish myd&yf their side; and
whenever | want, | can return to my Palace, whdreng riches could not
bring me.”

“Is the master still living who made it?” asked &mratus.
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“@/ do not know. In the town of Salamanca in Spawmhere
necromancy is taught at the University, there wa®mdite Doctor in the
Black Arts. | showered him with gifts and sent hnome with every mark
of honour. Whether he yet lives — | do not know.”

Fortunatus was thinking: ‘If the Hat could only fmne! It would be
the ideal companion for my Purse.” So he saidstiikes me that if the Hat
has so much power, it must weigh a great deal,pa@ss down hard on the
wearer’s head.”

“It is no heavier than the next hat,” said the &ult After telling
Fortunatus to take off his cap, he himself pladesl hat on his head, and
asked: “Is it not true that it weighs no more tlaawy other hat?”

“Indeed, | would never have thought it would belight — or you so
foolish as to put it on my head.” And Fortunatushed himself in his
galley with his men, where he instantly appearéd.once he ordered the
sails to be hoisted, for they had a strong follguwwvind to speed them away.

X. The Death of Fortunatus
When the Sultan realised that Fortunatus had stbisndearest
treasure, he stood at the window, watched the ygabkding away, and did

not know what to do. Then he ordered all his neehasten after Fortunatus
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and bring him back in chains; he must lose his fidiehaving robbed and
deceived him. They set off in pursuit, but by timee their ships were ready
the galley was out of sight. Now it is easieritadfsomeone in the wildest
wood on Earth than on the wide sea; and when tlaely dailed after the
galley for several fruitless days, they began tr fattack from Catalonian
pirates. As they were not armed for a fight, td&ynot wish to bite the fox;
so they turned around for home, where they toldSihéan that they had not
been able to overtake the galley. And he was p@atidened. But the
Venetians, Florentines and Genoese were deliglotdebar that Fortunatus
had made off with the Sultan’s most-prized treastiew must the Sultan
and the Admiral be feeling,” they said amongst thelves, “they couldn’t
pay him enough honour, and now he’s repaid thern interest! We're safe
from him now — he won’'t come back and hit our tragte hard with
undercutting and overpaying again.”

The Sultan dearly wanted his treasure back, buhdiknow how this
could be effected. He thought: “If | send the Adahior one of my princes
to Cyprus, the Christians would not welcome thend #hey could be taken
prisoner on the way.” Then he decided to send mb&ssy to Fortunatus,
and turned to the leader of the Christians in Ahelkea — for every Christian
nationality there has a consul, and these repratbezd elect a consul
general. The Sultan sent for this man, a Venetiamed Marcholando,
asked him if he would perform his will by accomhplisgy a journey, and
acquainted him with the details; Marcholando replieat he was willing to
travel anywhere in his service. Then the Sultad &aship prepared and
crewed with Christian sailors; and he ordered thiesal general to sail to
Famagusta and persuade Fortunatus to send hisatlatfor he had shown

him it in good faith, and he would receive it bagkh gratitude. In addition,
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he commanded Marcholando to promise a handsomedgegwaad to stand

security for his master, who would send an argaslydf exotic spices in

return for the hat. But if this availed nothindpeh he was to lodge a
complaint with the King of Cyprus, Fortunatus’s stipr, and petition him

to induce his vassal to send back the treasure whith he had so

dishonestly abducted. Marcholando promised toilbgedt and true in his

charge; and the Sultan supplied him with luxuriattite and a profusion of
all he would need for the journey, pledging himavest of wealth if his

mission was successful.

The Sultan was so distraught at the loss of highetsleep forsook
him, to the grief of his mamelukes. They had @@iBortunatus to the skies
when he had pressed gold into their palms, but tiaw he had upset their
lord they said he was the biggest villain alivearth and, to a man, they
swore that if they could get their hands on hinythweuld eat his heart raw.
So Marcholando set sail and arrived in Famagustaags after Fortunatus.

You can visualise, no doubt, the reception Forusmatas given by
his beloved wife Cassandra, and the joy he expszekat his coming safely
home. The whole town rejoiced with him, for manlytbe people had
friends in Fortunatus’s company, who had made anhsi profits. The
man who has plenty, and can bask in luxury, findppmess much more
easily — and the townspeople were certainly no mx@e to this rule.

When Marcholando disembarked, he was amazed ajothe&hat
reigned in the town. Fortunatus, hearing that anbassador from the
Sultan of Alexandria had arrived in Famagusta, ge@sat once the reason
for his visit, and he rented luxurious apartmentstie Ambassador, which
he had equipped with all that was necessary, atviasexpense. And when

Marcholando had been in Famagusta three days, mietseFortunatus,
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saying that he had a message to deliver to him;henevas immediately
granted an audience. So he arrived in the beaptiiace, where he began
thus: “The Sultan of Babylon, Lord of Cairo and Xdedria, sends you,
Fortunatus, his greetings through me, Marcholaradw entreats you to
oblige him, and to make a good messenger of meebyging his treasure

back with me.”

Fortunatus replied, “I am amazed that the Sultas senaive, when
he told me the hat’s virtue and placed it on mydhedh his own hands.
Moreover, such a sweat broke out on my brow tiséall remember my fear
until my dying day — for my galley stood in the opeea, and if | had missed
it when | wished myself on board, | would have lost life, which | value
more highly than the Sultan’s Kingdom. For thiasen, | am of a mind not
to relinquish the hat as long as | live.”

Hearing Fortunatus speak in this vein, Marcholatidmught that he
would weaken his resolve and change his mind waghpromise of lucre.

“Fortunatus, take my advice. What use is the igou? | will bring
it about that you and your children receive sonmgthfiar superior to, far
more useful than, that shabby little headwarmén. hiad a sackful of hats,

and every one possessed the same virtue as yowmsldl give them all
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away for a third of what I can procure you. If yotown my mission with

success, | promise you — | give you my solemn wettat the Sultan will

load your galley with exquisite spices such as pepginger, cloves, nutmeg
and cinnamon, to name but a few. A hundred thalsarcats’ worth all

told. Moreover, you are under no obligation totpaith the hat until you

have been paid and you have the galley, with tga;asafely in your hands.
If you give your approval, | myself will sail to &kandria on your galley
and bring it back to you loaded, placing my trustyou to return my

gracious lord the Sultan’s treasure to me whenvehdelivered to you that
which | have promised. | know for a fact that nmeelse in the whole wide
world would pay a third of what the Sultan is oiifgy for this hat; he wants
it so badly because it belonged to him.”

When Marcholando had finished speaking, Fortunagydied: “So
that we do not bandy many words in vain: your fdsiip, and the Sultan’s,
would mean a great deal to me, but let no one tbfrkmoving the hat from
my keeping. | have another treasure which is closay heart, and the two
must remain by me as long as | live.”

Marcholando asked if there was nothing more toaig?s Nothing at
all to be said or thought, answered Fortunatus, iariee had any other
business he was free to pursue it. Marcholandongidwant to leave
without having accomplished the task with which Stan had entrusted
him, so he rode to Fortunatus’s superior, the KafigCyprus, and laid a
complaint against him. Then he solicited the Kiogmake Fortunatus
return what he had dishonourably taken without dedwr if this restitution
did not take place, he was afraid that a mighty wanld ensue. They had
long enjoyed the fruits of peace as good neighhoarsl the cordial

relationship benefited both; war entailed a heawyay and untold damage,
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and he should do everything in his power to preteist for it was the duty

of a King to maintain his Kingdom and his subjectgeace, as far as this
lay in his power. The King replied: “I have prirscand lords below me, and
as | command them, so do they have their own \ilit if the Sultan wishes

to lodge a complaint against Fortunatus, he may akea&e wishes; | would

that justice be done.”

When Marcholando heard his King being denied resmuo law, it
became only too apparent to him that a heathen waill little from a
Christian in a Christian land; and he saw no pwirgrolonging his stay. So
he rode back to Famagusta, had his galley made/,read was wanting
away; when Fortunatus was so generous as to invrt¢o be his guest. He
lavished every care and attention on the Ambassatowered him with the
finest gifts, and filled his galley with qualitydds and wines. Then he said:
“I bear no enmity towards you for your having deled the Sultan’s
message; and | hope you will not think unkindlyneé for not returning him
the hat. No heathen can hold a Christian deagrant him any favours; and
if the hat were mine but in the Sultan’s possesdiwmen there is no way that
he would send it back, and his councillors wouldisel him not to, just as |
am advised.” Marcholando thanked Fortunatus ferltbnour shown and
the presents conferred, and said that it was obwioat he could not achieve
his end for love nor money; he would suggest toSb#&an that he pursue
the matter as he thought fit. Then he sailed amiélyout that for which he
had been sent; and Fortunatus let him leave, éan inquiring whether he
had angered the Sultan, for he would not be seftbiogin his land again.

Now Fortunatus, having travelled to satisfactiorotiyh the whole
world, more or less, lived in a manner befitting ktation. He concerned

himself with the upbringing of his sons, engagimgvants to teach them
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knight's play — namely, jousting and tourneyingnéd do practise with them
all the arts of the profession. The younger samw&d a strong inclination
for this, and bore himself like a man; so that &oatus arranged many
tournaments in Famagusta, and his younger son alwan the prize.
“Andolosia is an honour to our land!” was the umsad cry, and this
occasioned much joy to his father.

So they lived, as happy as the day is long, antlRatus spent many
a merry day with his hat, his hawk, and his belowgi@ Cassandra. But
then, after many years of blissful content, withchaud to darken their days,
Cassandra fell into a heavy and fatal illness, mmaloctor could save her.
No money was spared, but it was all to no avail ti@ere was no way with
her but death; and so, with little delay, she yaeldther soul. Fortunatus had
her laid to rest like a Queen; he had loved herlgea life, and he showed
his love after her death. Happiness passed framtind, and he found
pleasure in nothing; although his good friends emhpanions tried to cheer
his mood, calling on him and urging him to ridenhar hawk with them, as
he had formerly done, their supplications had rfecef He sat alone and
sorrowed for his beloved wife. And as he sat, smdwn, he addressed
himself in this wise:

“Oh Fortunatus, how can all your money serve yowhoWhat help
Is the Sultan’s greatest treasure, the heart-dessgssion you withheld from
him? You have crossed through all Earth’s Kingdoamsl now you wait for
death to come and take you any hour, as he casfiedy darling wife, who
was not ready for his coming! Oh stern, grim Dedibw can you be so
hard and so severe as to know no mercy? Neitlfes mpr courage help

against you. Nor young nor old, nor rich nor pawr, healthy nor infirm, is
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safe from your embrace, neither in castles on dpenbst peaks, nor in the
deepest valleys.”

And so he reflected on the certainty of death &eduincertainty of its
timing. As he buried himself in grief, no one abudlee his mind from
fancies of fatality, and he fell into a hard illses consumption — which
lessened his body every day. When he felt thensgk spreading through
his body he sent far and near for the best dot¢tole had, whom he gave
and promised a great store of money for their hdélpey were not able to
give him any comforting assurances of restoringh@alth, but stated that
they would do their best to prolong his life forlasg as possible; they spent
a great deal of time and effort, and their patsp#nt a great deal of money.
But Fortunatus felt no improvement, and he realtbatl he lay in the grip of
Death, from which there was no escape.

And as he lay on his bed, approaching to deatlsemé for his two
sons, Ampedo and Andolosia, and said to them: “Yee, my dear sons,
that as your mother, who brought you up with so Imaoare, has departed
with death, so now the time has come for me, toqart from this world,
and that with little delay. And so | shall insttuou on how you should
conduct yourselves after my death, so that you eaiitinue in honour and

wealth, as | have until the end of my days.”
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Then he told them about the two magical items hes@ssed: the
purse, and the virtue it held only for as long lesytlived; and the hat, its
power, and the shipload of wealth the Sultan wddde exchanged for it.
Then he commanded them not to separate the twibyefunore, they must
tell no one about the purse, and let no one becammdear to them as to
invite their confidence. Even if they found wivebom they loved with all
their hearts, they were to hold their tongues. iFone person were to learn
of its existence, others would soon get to knownd if the news leaked out,
you would be pursued morning, noon and night uhgly could dispossess
you of the purse. You must know that | have hddrisixty years, and in all
that time | have never mentioned it to a soul; wo& the first to hear of it
from my mouth. Be cautious, for if you lose theqmy it will never find its
way back to you. And to fall from great wealtharpoverty would be a
heart-rending affliction.

“I have one more instruction for you, my dear saimshonour the
Lady who gifted me this luck-bringing purse, yowakthenceforth observe
the first day in June every year. On this day, sall abstain from conjugal
rights, and from extra-marital affairs, and findpaor daughter whose
parents do not have the means to bring her to maty. Then you will
endow her with four hundred gold pieces in the ey of her land. |
swore to do this on receiving the purse, and | larestantly honoured my
vow.”

Fortunatus had few words in him after this; ancrafeceiving the
final sacraments, he yielded his soul. Then hissdwad him interred with
great ceremony in the glorious minster he himsatf founded: there was a

long service, many masses were sung, and manyvedmesgiven; and if the
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King himself had left this life, the obsequies abulot have been more
splendid.
ANDOLOSIA

l. Travels in France and Spain

Now hear how Ampedo and Andolosia, the two son§artunatus,
fared with the two magical treasures. When theid land father died, they
wore their grief and observed mourning for a ydé&eg dutiful sons. And
while Andolosia was living a quiet life, not daritg participate in jousts or
other courtly pastimes, he came across his fathmtks. When he read
them, and learnt how many Christian kingdoms arati®n lands his father
had passed through, he was filled with such dekbygtut desire that he fixed
on the earnest resolve to travel.

So he went to see Ampedo. “Dear brother, whatereloing here?
Let us travel and strive for honour, following imrofather’s footsteps! If
you haven’t yet read about all the distant landsrdéneelled across, then read
now.”

Ampedo answered his brother good-naturedly: “Goeedpthe man
who wants to travel. But | have no desire to, Ifaould easily come to a
place where | am not so well-off as | am herehadllsstay put in Famagusta,
and conclude my days in the beautiful palace.”

“If you're of that mood and mind, then let's sharet the treasures,”
said Andolosia.

“Do you wish to overrule our father's command? mWteyou aware
that his last will was that we should not, on aegaunt, separate the two

valuables?”
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Andolosia replied, “I don’t care about that; hetad, I'm alive; and |
want to share.”

“Then take the Hat and go wherever you will,” sAmdpedo.

“You take it yourself and stay here,” rejoined Alakia.

And they could not come to an agreement, for thetyh bvanted the
Purse. Finally, Andolosia said: “Dear brother,nblw how we can resolve
this; according to our father's advice, we shouldre our division with no
one. So let’s fill two chests with gold from therBe, and you keep them
here; they will more than meet your needs. Yow &ksep the Hat — it'll
give you many happy hours — and leave the Purseeto I'll travel and
strive for honour for six years, and when | retuhe Purse will be yours for
six years. In this way we can own and enjoy tommon.”

Ampedo, who was a kindly soul, let it pass as hatHer suggested;
and when Andolosia understood that he was goingetallowed to depart
with the Purse, he was happy with all his heare bdgan his preparations,
hiring strong servants and buying handsome horaed; he had a cart
constructed, which was to follow in his train arehbhis jousting equipment

and other courtly paraphernalia.

104



Then he took his leave of Ampedo and rode out ohdgusta with
forty smart menservants on prancing chargers,rafised in his livery. His
first stop was at the King of France’s Court, whieegoined the company of
nobles, counts and barons. Being prodigal, andihbaan accommodating
disposition, he was held in high regard by the migjoand he served the
King as if he were his hired man. While he sojearhere, it so happened
that a tournament was held, with jousts, wrestlagd leaping, and
Andolosia came first in every event, so that higigg was cried abroad.
After the jousting, it was customary to hold a bl the noble ladies;
Andolosia was invited to this and given the firande. The ladies enquired
after his name and land, and were informed thatvag called Andolosia
from Famagusta in Cyprus, and he came from a riol@e Then they began
to single him out for attention and to flirt withinty and he was not slow to
return the compliment. And the King invited himtédole.

Andolosia, seeing that his appearance and society pleasing to the
nobility, invited them, and all their wives, to s guests. He provided
them with a splendid banquet, which delighted theble ladies and
convinced them that he was born of noble lineage.the midst of their
merriment, there was a nobleman at the King’'s Caurbse wife was a
paragon of beauty; her appearance far surpasseadfttal other women.
This nobleman was Andolosia’s jousting-partner, #mere was no one to
match them for skill. His wife captivated Andolasivho began to woo her
assiduously, promising her a thousand crowns ifvebield spend one night
with him. The wife thought that a thousand crowrese soon earned, but
her honour prevented her from complying, and she hher husband. He
said: “Oh wife, the thousand crowns would be handg,could really use

them — but it is best not to do this, for honoketaprecedence over riches.
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“I know what we can do,” he continued. “We haveb@autiful,
shapely neighbour, an accommodating companion, riefuses her body to
no one if the price is right. How if you were tlther about the proposal
that has been made you, which you do not dare taldgrfor your husband
is a stickler for honour and you would fear for yhte?”

The woman followed her husband’s instructions apdkse to their
neighbour: “So that is what has occurred. If yashato take the matter on,
| will see to it that you take my place, in my heuand you will lie with the
nobleman who is here at the moment and is goodstitance. He offered
me a thousand crowns for spending a night with Ifirpou do this for me,
I'll give you a hundred.”

The good neighbour said: “I don’'t care much abbat t | would lie
with such a man for nothing. But I'm afraid that went through with this,
you wouldn’t give me the hundred crowns, but wosdéthd me away with
one or two, because of my low station.”

“I'll give you the hundred crowns up front, beforeu earn them,” the
wife assured her.

She was satisfied with this, and said that if thdyl arranged the
preparations, she would oblige her with great gusithe lady told her
husband how she had won their neighbour over tavilerand he expressed

his contentment.

106



Then Andolosia came up to the lady and urged hisrstrue lover’s
fashion, mentioning the thousand crowns. She adplilf you are not
merely fooling, then come to me tomorrow night dmghg the money with
you; for tomorrow my husband rides out in the Kegérvice.”

Andolosia was overjoyed, and he regarded the expasia mere trifle.
So the following night he sneaked away from his piaring the thousand
crowns, and crept alone to the lady’s house, whkeewas waiting for him.
She received him with the money, which was in a lbag she did not count
it out, for she could tell by the weight that athsvin order. Leading him to
her room, she told him to get into the bed andmake a sound; she would
join him presently. Then she hurriedly sent for heighbour and gave her a
hundred crowns. The good lass had really sprueeskl up with clean and
sweet-scented hands and other enticements, fowakewell versed in the
ins-and-outs of these affairs. And as they layetogr in vigorous joy,
Andolosia believed himself to be in the arms of joigsting-companion’s
wife. But when the good young lady heard how deegiie pleased
Andolosia, and how wonderful he thought her, iickrher as unfair that the
lady should pocket nine hundred crowns, while she ho more than one
hundred. So she disclosed the deception, and whealosia heard how he
had been cheated, he did not care about the manégd expended, but he
was afraid that the affair would spread throughihet city and he would
become a laughing-stock for having let himself tiekéd by two women.
So he stood up and gave the lass another hundoechsr and returning to
his inn, he woke all his servants up and orderechtto make ready: he was
about to ride away. ‘From now on, I'll be on myagd against the tricks of
faithless women’, he thought; and he rode away fRams, without blessing,

without leave, in a black mood.

107



And when he had a day’s ride from Paris behind hira, affair still
preyed on his mind; so he sent a servant to theamone had lain with to
give her another two hundred crowns and the instnudo prosecute the
nobleman’s wife before the King or parliament. Sheuld tell them that
the lady had unlawfully appropriated money — to shen of nine hundred
crowns — which was not hers by right; it belongedhe neighbour, as the
reward for her services. The good neighbour predhibe serving-lad that
he would soon hear how she had prosecuted the aithi a vengeance. So
the two women went to law and expended as much ynasethey had
received, and then more; the case was grist taniliefor the advocates,
clerks and procurators, for the greatest part efrttoney ended up in their
hands.

As Andolosia rode away from the King of France’sitphe thought:
‘At least the false women didn’'t cheat me out oé tRurse’. And he
resolved to cast the matter from his mind and itaktbf a way to restore his
spirits.

He rode without stopping to the King of Aragon’suCp and from
there he continued on to Navarre, Castille andugaft It were a long
process to write of his chivalric behaviour at e&dyal Court: his jousting
exploits, his chivalric deportment, and, in paraeu his lavish expenditure
to maintain a stately equipage. Afterwards hevadibefore the King of
Spain, a mighty monarch who held great court ansl waging war at that
time against the King of Granada, a heathen landdsmg his realm, and
against the King of Damascus in Barbary, who wa®e @ heathen King.
When Andolosia came there, he was strongly attatdethe people and
their customs; for the Spaniards are exceedingbygreven though their

skin is black or brown. Then he dressed hims&fshrvants, and his horses,
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after the fashion of the land; and he penetrated dincle of nobility,
attaining the position of servant to the King. Hk&nched himself into
tournaments and pursued all knightly sports, digtad prizes, and extended
invitations to the noble ladies, whom he wined dited superbly. When
the King rode out against his enemies, Andolosieechia hundred
mercenaries at his own expense; and he serveditigesid diligently that he
won his deep affection, for in every battle he vdoloé in the foremost press,
where he performed many manly deeds, so that thg #ubbed him knight.

There was an old Count who had an only daught€oatt. The King
wanted Andolosia to marry this daughter, so hecoodhke him a Count in
the father’s place; but Andolosia refused, for @amunt’'s daughter did not
attract him — she was not pretty — and he was giyfendifferent to the
promise of wealth and a comity, for he possessatuf®s Purse. And
when he had spent several years with the King, Asig found that time
began to hang heavy on his hands, especially as wWere no beauties at the
Court to take to bed or heart. So he asked the Kan leave to depart,
which was graciously granted; and the King decoraien with his livery*
and told him that whenever he returned, Andolossauld find him a well-
disposed lord and master.

Then Andolosia sought out a sturdy ship and hireceav to take him
and his to England, and to be well recompensethfar efforts; and he took
his leave from many whose close acquaintance he rmade. Some
members of the Court were overjoyed at his departior they no longer
had to witness his luxurious lifestyle; and manyrevead, having enjoyed

his favours. So he sailed away and came withraniaid to England, to the

1 Here: as a sign that Andolosia belongs to thelpged few and is exempt from many
duties.
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great city of London where the King holds court.e kented a stately
mansion, had all necessities bought to excesshagan to live like a Duke,
inviting the nobles at the King's Court to guestading them with presents,
and earning their favour. Once again, he joudtadneyed, and performed
the deeds expected of a knight in more accomplishfeghion than anyone
else, which led both women and men, nobles and arars, to award him
the prize. The King and Queen often saw, withrtbgin eyes, Andolosia
giving proofs of his manliness, and they approvédiis bearing; and the
King asked if he would like to belong to his Coundolosia replied that
he would willingly serve him with body and goods.

[I.  Agrippina
Now when he was at Court, it so happened that ihg Kf England
marched out against the King of Scotland. Andalgsined his army at the
head of a great host assembled at his own costparfdrmed so many
knightly deeds that he was extolled above all atheklthough it cannot be
denied that there is no race on Earth prouder, htargand less willing to
acknowledge the merit of others or concede thenotothan the English,
yet they spoke great praise of Andolosia for th&esme valour he had

displayed in battle. Nevertheless, they maintaitimed it was still a shame
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that he was not an Englishman, for they believe ttinere is no greater race
on Earth than their own.

The war having been brought to a successful coimtiugveryone
returned home. Andolosia came to London once namk was received
with honour by the King. After several days hadsgsml, and the
mercenaries had dispersed in part, the King invikedolosia to guest and
placed him at a table alone with the King, the Quaed their only daughter,
called Agrippina, who was one of the most beautfoimen to be found in
the world, and so white and delicate that she heshbikened to a former
Princess of England, the fair Amelfa.She was seated opposite Andolosia
at table, and when he saw her he thought that gal aent to Earth by God
could not be more perfectly formed, and he wasam#éd with a passionate
love; his heart was seized with so deep a lusthibatould neither eat nor
drink. He flushed, then blanched, in the mannetheftruly ardent lover;
and the Queen clearly descried that he had recdilvedAngel of Love.
When the King addressed him, he could form no ansavel then Agrippina
threw him a look that fanned the flames of his ideand led him to believe
that she returned his love, which was howeverrfanfthe truth. During the
meal there was much lute-music and recitation eaghnt verses, as is the
custom at the tables of lords, but Andolosia had pearcely any attention
to this, all of his thoughts being fixed on Agrippi When the meal was

done, he found his way home loaded with love, hisdén tied on more

2Thjs is a reference to Rudolf von Ems™&entury verse-tale of love and adventure,
Willehalms von Orlens und Ameljeme of the most widespread German texts of the
Middle Ages. Ems’ poem, edited by Victor Junk (BerWeidmannsche Buchhandlung,
1905), is available online through the UniversityHeidelberg. The author of
Fortunatusmay have encountered it through &t®ntury prose redaction, which was
printed in Augsburg in 1491.
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tightly than a package of pepper to a sorely-lachemel plodding from India
to Cairo.

And when he was alone at home, he thought: ‘I woal@God | were
of royal descent! Then I'd serve the King so lbyahnd stand so in his
confidence, that he’d have to marry the fair Agmapto me. What more
could | ask for than so beautiful a wife? But thbumy birth is not high
enough, yet | cannot help but strive for her favand court her love — may |
be served as God wills!” Then he began to jousgnisely, and to fling
himself into other knightly pursuits, for he knehat the Queen and her
daughter were watching. So he hunted after howthr all his might, and
on one occasion invited the Queen, the Princessalirile noble ladies at
Court to a marvellous meal. The King was told abihus repast, how
Andolosia had presented the Queen and Princesspnattious gifts, and
how their maids and chambermaids had also felt fthle force of his
generosity. This had been done to procure Andmlasvarmer reception at
Court, and it worked; when he visited next, he admitted to the Queen
and the lovely Agrippina, to his no small deligh®n one such visit, the
King said to him: “I have heard from the Queen #relother ladies that you
invited them to a feast fit for a King. Why didwyaot invite me?”

“My most gracious King,” said Andolosia, “if Your 8esty would
not scorn my hospitality, | should be delighted.”

“Then invite me; | shall come tomorrow and bring teeople with
me.”

Highly contented, Andolosia hurried home and gasgeshrvants great
sums of money to buy the best provisions they c@intil He also ordered
the cook to concoct the most mouth-watering meal ands had ever

prepared, and not to omit anything for the sakeaeing money.
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All was made ready, and the King came, with coamis lords, at the
arranged time. The whole company were astound#dteananifold courses
of the choicest foods and at the rare wines thae weovided. The King
thought: ‘“This Andolosia can spend without regrgethe owns no land nor
vassals. | must do something to teach him thas met as powerful as he
thinks’. So one morning soon after, the King semhessage to Andolosia,
saying that he would dine with him that day. Péea® receive this news,
Andolosia sent his servants out to buy all that wasdful. Now the King
had forbidden, on pain of loss of body and gools, gale of wood, and
wooden items such as ships, to Andolosia. So wineiservants had bought
all the victuals, and the cooks were ready to batl roast, there was no
wood. Andolosia sent men out to buy houses, sinfsnces, whatever they
could get hold of, so that the food could be cookBdt no matter where the
servants went, they could not find anyone williogsell. On learning this,
Andolosia realised that it was the King’s commandinso he sent in haste
to the Venetians, who have warehouses in Londod, @ught cloves,
nutmeg, sandal and cinnamon off them. These vene émptied onto the
floor and set alight, and the food was cooked tivarfire.

When meal-time came round, the King thought thatfttod could not
possibly have been prepared. Nonetheless, heassembled the lords who
had accompanied him to the previous feast, and todards Andolosia’s
lodgings. And as they approached the house, theg vinet by such an
excellent and savoury aroma that they were struith astonishment; and
the nearer they came, the stronger this aroma giBve King asked if the
meal was ready, and he was told yes, the cooks bali@ag and roasting
with pure spices; which surprised him somewhat. d AmAndolosia had

served the King sumptuously at the previous fdestjow supplied him and
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his men with yet more magnificent provision; anccerall the food had
found a home, the King's servants and his compahis@rving-lads came
with five hundred horses to escort him home. Wihety arrived, Andolosia
said: “Gracious Majesty, if you have no objectiohnshould like to give ten
crowns to every one of your men.”

“If you want to hand out money, that’s fine by megplied the King.

So the servants were all summoned to a room whadwlasia was
standing by the door, and he gave every man temnsothe servants were
delighted, and they all began to praise Andologtmce this was over, the
King rode home; and when he arrived back in hisagal he began to
wonder where Andolosia’s great wealth came fromaf&ing with land and
lieges were unable to maintain so lavish a lifestylAnd while he was
wondering, in walked the Queen; so he told her tlto& splendid meal
Andolosia had given him, cooked with pure spicethastead of wood, and
the ten crowns he had handed to each one of hisrger He could not
imagine whence Andolosia had so much money; th&® no stinting, yet
time seemed only to increase his extravagance.QUieen said:

“I know no one who could discover the truth as sasnAgrippina.
He has taken such a shine to her that, rest assuhadever she asks him, he
will tell her.”

“If I could learn the truth... I'd dearly like to kmd | think he must
scoop it from a fountain. If | knew where this wéigl be there myself,”
mused the King.

“I'll do my utmost to get to the bottom of this,aisl the Queen; and
returning to her chambers, she summoned Agripponaaftalk in private.
After telling her about Andolosia’s lavish mode lofing, she continued:

“The King and | cannot understand where all his ayooomes from, for he
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has neither land nor lieges. Now everything abboot tells me that he is
obsessed with you, and the next time he visitsallbow you more time to
converse with him, to see if you can get him toesdvthe source of his
wealth.”

“I shall certainly try,” promised Agrippina.

So when Andolosia made his next appearance at Chartwas
received most handsomely, and admitted to the dadigarters, to his great
delight; and it was arranged that he should talpnrate with Agrippina.
When they were alone, she began: “Andolosia, everye saying that it was
most honourable of you to regale the King in su@nd style and reward all
his servants so bountifully. But tell me: arerdiuyafraid that, one day, your
money will run out?”

“Dear lady,” he said, “while | breathe, | cannotrw#or money.”

“Then it is meet and proper that you say prayersyéwr father, who
has left you such a store.”

Andolosia replied, “I am as rich as my father, &edwas never richer
than | am now. But his cast of mind was such ligatould take delight only
in visiting foreign lands; whereas my pleasure lieth beautiful ladies, in

earning their love and favour.”
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“Now you have been at Kings’ Courts, where theralwgays a host of
beautiful women. Have you perhaps seen anythiagtdkes your fancy?”
asked Agrippina.

“I have served at the Courts of six Kings, and I'seen many
beautiful ladies and maidens; but none of those e&wman begin to
compare with you for beauty, elegant deportment exemplary conduct.
Your virtues have set my heart burning so fierceith love that | cannot
help myself, | must reveal to you the great andoaakable love | bear for
you. I'm fully aware that | can’t reasonably expgou to return my ardour,
for I was not born into the high nobility. And yktve, which conquers
everything — love presses me so hard that | castogt myself, | must ask
for your love; and if you do not refuse me, therat@ver you ask of me will
be granted.”

He had not long to wait before Agrippina repliedsntiolosia, be
honest with me. Show me where all your wealthipatgs. If you do this
in good faith, and do not deceive me, then | stathply with your desire.”

When Andolosia heard these words, his heart skippeeat, and with
a careless mind and joyful heart he cried out: ‘tD&grippina, I'll trust you
with the truth you wish to know! But give me yamord and your faith.”

“Oh Andolosia my dearest, do not doubt my love grword; what |
promise with my lips, you shall experience in déed.

At these kind words, Andolosia said to the bealtihaiden, “Now
hold out the lap of your skirt,” and pulling outrfiiine’s Purse, he showed it
to the Princess, and said: “While | have this Purbave no end of money.”
And he counted out a thousand Crowns into herdaying: “These are a gift
for you. And if you want more, I'll tell you moreDo you believe that I've
told you the truth?”
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“I see and acknowledge the truth,” she replied,d“amow your
expenditure amazes me no longer.”

“Now fulfil your faith to me, as | fulfilled mine.”

“I shall do that, my darling Andolosia. TonightetlQueen will lie
with the King, and | shall arrange with my lady’siah for you to lie with
me. | cannot bring this to pass without her; yall mave to seal her lips
with gold.”

Andolosia promised to do this and to come that mighs soon as he
had gone, Agrippina ran to the Queen with the tand<Crowns in her skirts
and told her with great delight how she had disoedeAndolosia’s secret,
and the promise she had made him, and the prospediad given him for
that night. The Queen was highly pleased, forwhs a cunning woman,
and she asked her daughter:

“Can you remember the shape of the Purse, andlasicand size?”

“Yes,” said Agrippina.

Then the Queen sent for a bag-maker and had hine makurse
which exactly resembled Andolosia’s. It was alsftened, to give it the
appearance of age. After this she ordered heriphgsto prepare a
sleeping-draught — a drink strong enough to sinkaa into a sleep as deep
as death for seven or eight hours. When the potas ready, it was borne
to Agrippina’s chamber, and the lady’s-maid recdiwestructions to give
Andolosia a good reception when he came that ragkl then to conduct
him to Agrippina’s chamber. The Queen would sead daughter to him,
and once they were together, the lady’s-maid wagrésent them with
sugared sweets with golden icing, then give himditeeight; and she was to

take care to pour it into Andolosia’s goblet.
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And as all things were arranged, so they came §s.paAndolosia
came quite surreptitiously and was led into Agm@as chamber; soon the
lady herself appeared and sat down with him, arg #poke to one another
very cordially. Then no shortage of confectiongeMarought in, and drinks
were poured. Agrippina said to Andolosia: “I bringgu a drink of
friendship” (that is the custom in those lands)] &e drank to do her will;
and she brought him one cordial after another ingtihad drunk the whole
draught. As soon as he had finished, he sat dosavily, sank to the
ground, and fell so fast asleep that he was insken$o what followed.
Agrippina was on him in a flash, tearing his jerkipen and severing the
Fortunate Purse from his body, before sewing tineropurse in its place.
Oh Andolosia! What an unequal exchange!

Early in the morning Agrippina brought the Pursé¢he Queen, who
tested its power and, finding no end of gold coiosk her gold-filled skirts
to the King. She told him how they had dealt bydglosia; he asked her to
induce Agrippina to give him the Purse, for she milgpse it. The Queen
tried, but Agrippina refused; so she asked her ki@ngo give it to her, but
Agrippina refused this request as well, remarkimagf she had risked her life
to obtain it, for if Andolosia had woken up whileeswas busy about him,
then “he would have beaten me to death, and wsiicgL”

When Andolosia had slept off the draught, he wogeand looked
around him, and he saw no one save the old ladgisknHe asked her what
had become of Agrippina.

“She has just arisen; my good lady the Queen étsfer her. Oh sir,
you were out like a light! | tried for long to wakyou, but | couldn’t rouse

you to pleasure and sport with Agrippina. In faacur sleep was so sound
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that if | hadn’t been able to sense your breathhhve counted you among
the dead.”

When he heard that he had overslept Agrippina’®,locdndolosia
began to swear and to curse himself with the masibte oaths his mind
could devise. The old lady’s-maid attempted toifgalsim, saying, “Sir,
don’t take on so. What didn’t happen last night @ome to pass hereafter.”

“May God light a plague on you, you old procure$§hy didn’t you
wake me up? In all my life, I've never slept sepy that | wouldn’'t have
woken had anyone so much as prodded me.”

She said and swore that she had tried, and gavgddan words, for
he had handed her two hundred Crowns on the previaght; and with
these good words, she ushered him out of Agrippibadchamber, and out
of the King's palace. So Andolosia came home sonéen, not as merry of
mood as he was want to be, and fretting at thegiioaf having overslept
Matins. He did not yet know that he had also degtdortune and felicity.

[ll.  Hatless in Hibernia

The King, knowing that Agrippina had the Purse, etaisAndolosia
may have more of these virtuous Purses. If that s only one, then he’s
an utter fool for taking so little care of it thatpretty woman can ease it
from his possession.” He set great store by thiee?thinking: ‘Now money
will never fail me, and | need not give my dauglaetowry; she can provide
for herself quite honourably. But how am | to ager if Andolosia has any
more of these purses?’

So he sent him a message, saying that he wouldoudeon the
following day and he wished Andolosia to join tharty; before that,

however, the King desired to dine with him. Hegrihis, Andolosia replied
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that the King should not make requests, but comnmamdat all times as his
servant: he would always find him willing. Whenstltame to the King’s
ears, he thought: he undoubtedly has more purses.

Andolosia summoned one of his servants, to whonuswally gave
three or four hundred crowns to keep a good hase told him to prepare
a sumptuous meal, for the King was coming to difiee man said:

“Sir, I'm afraid that | don’t have enough moneyhi3'll cost a lot.”

Andolosia, who was still in a black mood, opened jarkin and
pulled out his purse, with a view to counting oaif hundred crowns. But
when he put his hand inside, after his accustorastidn, it closed on air.
He raised his eyes to the heavens, he looked frmerwall to the other, he
turned the purse inside-out — there was a distibsence of money.

And he realised that Agrippina had duped him. Elg fis you can
well understand, into a foul mood. For the fiigte, he was plunged into
fear and want, and he thought of the advice treafdther had given him and
his brother in good faith on his deathbed, namelietl no one of the Purse
as long as they lived; for the moment that andiemt of its existence, they
would lose it. And this had, alas, come to passdolosia also realised that
the King’'s message was meant to mock him, and thha® no hope of
demanding the return of the Purse; he could expeitting from the King
but disgrace, ignominy and derision. In his heapin it seemed that he
could take no better course than that of riding @dmhis brother: ‘and I'll
be an unworthy guest, returning without the Pursélaving made this
resolve, he called for all of his servants andwéed the following speech:

“It's now nigh on ten years since you entered mgvise. | have
maintained you honourably and let you suffer n&Jd@m in debt to none;

you have all been paid in advance. The time has cmwe when | can no
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longer hold court as | have been accustomed tol ead no longer be a lord,
not your’s, not anyone’s. Now every one of you aagout horse and good
armour, but there is one more trifle that | woulke Ito share with you.”

And turning to his treasurer, he said: “Now couRbw much cash do
you have?”

The treasurer told a hundred and sixty crowns. r&twere forty
servants, and Andolosia gave two crowns to eachnga“These crowns,
and the horse and armour, are my gift to everyaing@u, and | pronounce
you free, released, and discharged from the vowwyade me. Let each one
of you provide for himself as he knows best fronwnon, for | cannot
remain here any longer, and | have no money beybadwhich | have
shared with you.”

When he had finished speaking, the servants weseayrsly shocked,;
they looked at one another, amazed that so luxsiromode of life and so
grand a figure should disappear in one night. Tdws of them spoke out:
“Our dear, faithful master, if anyone has done gome injury, give us to
understand who it was for he must die by our haedesn if it was the King
himself, and we should all lose our lives for it.”

“No one is to fight for my sake,” replied Andolosia

They said, “Well, we don’t want to part from youVe’'ll sell our
horses, armour, and all we have, and not leave you.

‘I thank you all, my dear, dutiful servants, foretloffer. When
fortune returns to me | shall repay your loyal&ut do as | said and saddle
my horse for me at once; | will not have anyonégdr walking with me.”

The servants were sad, and deeply pitied their hyomaster, with
whom they had enjoyed such good cheer; and theyerieed among
themselves with tears in their eyes while they ghathim his horse. Then
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Andolosia took his leave of each man in turn, mednthe horse, and rode

as fast as he could to his brother Ampedo in Fastagu

And when he arrived at the beautiful palace, heckad on the doors
and was admitted at once. Ampedo heard that bthdér had come home,
and he was delighted; he thought that now he cloale his pleasure of the
Purse and no longer have to scrimp as he had l®eg fbr ten years. So
he went to his brother and received him with gjegt then asked why he
came alone and where he had left his retinue.

“I have dismissed them all, and | praise God treahlcome home.”

Ampedo asked, “Dear brother, what has happenedu@ yTell me,
for it pleases me little that you are come alone.”

Andolosia said, “Let us eat first,” and when theain&as over they
retired to a room, where Andolosia began to spe#k ashumble voice and
a sorrowful air: “Oh, my dearest brother, I'm affdhat | must be the herald
of bad news, | have done us a grievous injurye last our fortunate Purse.
Ah God, it hurts me to the heart; but | cannots atdnange what is done.”

Ampedo was shaken to the core, and he swayed orpdime of
swooning; with heartfelt misery he asked, “Wasiigsted from you by force,

or did you lose it?”
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“l ignored the command our faithful father gavewtsen he departed
this world and | disclosed the secret of the Puosa loved one. And as
soon as | revealed it to her, she stole it from-nwehich | had not expected
of her.”

“If we had followed our father’s instructions,” saiAmpedo, “we
wouldn’t have separated the two treasures. Would go and visit foreign
countries! Well, just look at the success you hanat with, and the profit
they’ve brought you.”

“Oh, dear brother,” sighed Andolosia, “it hangsh&avy on my heart
that | fear my days are almost done, and | am &lpast caring.”

Hearing these words, Ampedo attempted to comfododosia: “Dear
brother, don'’t take it so hard to heart. We stdve two chests crammed
with ducats; and we have the Hat, we’ll write te thultan, and he’ll pay us
handsomely for it. We may not have the Purse angdr, but we still have
enough money to lead the rest of our lives in homlole state. There is no
point in thinking after things that can’t be recoae”

Andolosia replied, “It's hard to let go of your balings, and so it is
my wish that you give me the Hat; | have hopes ihgi it to regain the
Purse.”

“It is said that when a man loses his possesstmm$pses his wits as
well; and | can see that this is the case with yblaving lost us the Purse,
you now want to lose us the Hat as well. But | ivgnant you my will and
favour to take it away from here; you are, howeveglcome to use it for
recreation.”

‘Then I'll just have to leave without your permissi, thought

Andolosia.
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“Now, my dear, faithful brother,” he began, “asdve been guilty of
folly, from this point on I shall live according t@ur will.” And he sent the
servants to the forest to prepare for a hunt, gsaiyiat he would soon follow.
Once they had gone, Andolosia said: “Dear brotleed me our Hat. | want
to go to the forest.”

Ampedo readily brought him the Hat, and the sedmmdhad it in his
hands he left the forest and the hunters to edudr @ind wished himself in
Genoa. He asked after the most precious jewethdrcity and had them
brought to his inn, where he examined them closplgced them on a
handkerchief as if about to weigh them — and disapgd. And as he had
done in Genoa, so he did in Florence and Venicdeatmg the most
expensive jewels in the city without paying a penmfnd then he went to

London.

Now Andolosia knew that Princess Agrippina wentchurch, so he
hired a stall on the adjoining street and laid jeels out on display.
Presently Agrippina came along, with many knaved araids before and
behind, including the old lady’s-maid who had givieim the stupefying
potion. He knew them all, but they did not recegnhim, for he was

wearing a false nose, which was so large and leizdat his own mother
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would not have known him from Adam. When Agripphmed passed by, he
picked up two glittering rings and presented thenthte two old lady’s-
maids, who he knew to be Agrippina’s constant camges and counsellors,
and he asked them to be so good as to persuaékitivess to invite him to
her palace; he would bring with him jewels of se&lquisiteness that he was
certain they had never seen the like. They prainieebring this to pass;
and when Agrippina came home from church, they gubwer the two
pretty rings and told her about the adventurer.

“When he gives you two such beautiful rings, | easll believe that
he has precious jewels,” said the Princess. “$ankim to come here, for |
long to see his wares.” Once he was summonedstthager did not take
long to arrive, and he was conducted to Agrippirsaitechamber, where he
set out his wares. Agrippina surveyed them witligtle and she began to
haggle over the ones she liked best. There weane $ewels there worth a
thousand crowns, and others whose value was fategrebut she did not
offer him even half their worth.

“Gracious Princess,” said the stranger, “| haverdh¢lat you are the
richest Princess in the whole of the world, and lsave sought out the most
beautiful jewels under the sun to bring to Your &&%y. But you offer me
far too little, far less than they cost me. Do medke my time of no
moment; | have journeyed long towards you withdbestant dread of being
murdered for the sake of these jewels. Gracious®ss, lay together those
you like, and we shall see what loss | can accept.”

Then she selected her favourites, some ten gemargihg size, and
the adventurer calculated their value at five tlamasCrowns. She did not
want to meet this amount; Andolosia thought, ‘I devant to wrangle with

her — just let her bring the Purse...’, and so tigrged on for four thousand
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Crowns. The Princess carried the jewels to hemblea in her skirts, took
the Purse out of a chest, fastened it tightly togmelle and came through to
pay the stranger.

He slowly edged his way towards her, and when s&wam to count
out the money, he threw his arms round her, grakpedightly, and wished
the two of them in a wild, uninhabited desert. $¢mner had he made the
wish than they flew through the air to a wretchsldnd off the coast of
Hibernia, where they found themselves sitting i@ g#hade of a tree which

bore many beautiful apples.

And as the Princess sat under the tree, with thesge her skirts and
the Purse on her girdle, she looked up and sawHimeng apples. Then she
cried to the adventurer: “Ah God, tell me where ave and how we came
here. | feel so weak; if you could give me onehaise apples, so | may
refresh myself.”

Hearing this, Andolosia laid the remaining gem$&en lap and placed
his hat on her head, so that it would not impede \Wwhile he was climbing.
Then he clambered up the tree and started to lookhe choicest apples.
Agrippina, sitting under the tree without the leadea of what was
happening to her, exclaimed: “Ah, would to God Ireveéback in my

bedchamber.”
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And no sooner were the words out of her mouth ttas was flew
through the air and arrived, without a scratchhen bedchamber. The King,
the Queen and all the courtiers were truly delightend they asked her
where she had been. She replied that she didnoot;kso they asked where
the stranger was, who had abducted her. Agripgand, “I left him up a tree.

Don’t ask me any more, | must rest; | feel so waia#t so weary.”

IV. Apples, Horns and a Hermit

Now let us return to Andolosia, sitting up the traed having just
seen Agrippina disappear with the Purse, the Hdtthe jewels he had
gathered in three great and mighty cities. As wmay imagine, he was
shocked beyond measure. Climbing slowly back ddwrpoked at the tree,
and he said: “Cursed be the tree, the fruit it §etlre man who planted it,
and the hour in which | came here.”

Then he looked all around, but he did not know whlee was, or
which direction would lead him to human societyd @o he began to swear
and imprecate: “Cursed be the hour of my birth, enery day and hour of
my life. Oh, grim Death, why did you not throttiee before | fell into this
desperate plight? Cursed be the day and the hban wfirst set eyes on
Agrippina! Oh, Almighty God, how wondrous are Tigrks; how can it be
that nature has the power to conceal so false aitliledss a heart beneath
such a beautiful exterior? If | had seen into fatge heart when | stared at
that perfect countenance, | would have avoidedrtisgery.”

And he wandered hither and thither, grumbling andtening: “I wish
to God my brother was with me in this wildernessyduld choke the life

from him then hang myself from a tree with my beWith our deaths, the
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Purse would lose its power, and that old fiend @weeen and falseheart
Agrippina would no longer have their pleasure ¢f it

And as Andolosia strayed, now here, now there, tnighme and
darkness fell; unable to see anything, he laid eihndown beneath a tree
and rested awhile. However, he could not sleeddar; there seemed no
other prospect than death in the desert and dyitfgput extreme unction.
There were no paths around, no trace of anyonengdrad this ground for
years; and he lay as one in despair, almost dg<sieath.

When day broke, Andolosia arose and, of necessdptinued to
wander. But there was still no sight or soundrofame as he came to a tree
with unusually shiny red apples. Now he was soaglg grievously hungry,
so he threw a stone at the tree, knocking two |lapgees to the ground. He
resumed his journey, eating as he walked; and badead eaten both, two
long horns, like a goat’s, grew on his head. Whetfelt the horns, and saw
them on his shadow, he lowered his head and chdhgettee, thinking to
butt them off. But it was all to no avail; so r@raround under the horns,
crying: “Poor, miserable man, poor, unhappy wrdtclt | am! How can it
be that Earth holds so many people, yet there isangingle soul here to
point me back to civilisation?” And he yelled ol@h Almighty God! Oh
Queen of Heaven, Virgin Mary! Come to my aid in hour of direst need!”
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His pitiable laments were heard by a wood-brotadrermit, who had
been living in the wilderness for thirty years vath clapping eyes on
another human being. Walking towards the sounaan®e upon Andolosia,
and said: “Oh, you poor man, who brought you he@?what do you seek
in this wilderness?”

Andolosia replied, “Dear Brother, I'm sorry | eveame here, for
things have gone hard with me.”

And he was about to begin his story, but the hehad no ears for it:
“I've neither seen nor heard a human being inyhydars, and | dearly wish
you had not come here.”

“Dear Brother, | am ravenous — have you anythingat?”

The wood-brother took him to his hermitage, whéere was neither
bread nor wine, and nothing but fruit and waterwimch he subsisted. But
seeing see that this fare was not for Andolosiatofe his guest: “l shall
direct you to where you can find sufficient fooddairink.”

“Dear Brother, what can | do about these horns®pkewill regard
me as a sea-monster.”

The hermit led him down a narrow path.

“Dear son,” he said, breaking two apples off a,tfeake these and eat
them.”

No sooner had Andolosia eaten the apples thandnissicompletely
disappeared; and he asked how it was possiblehthaiould grow horns,
then lose them, in the twinkling of an eye.

The hermit said: “The Creator, who fashioned Heaaet Earth and
all that they contain, also conceived and createdd trees and endowed
them with the gift of bringing forth such fruit. h&ir like is not to be found
on the face of this Earth, other than in this wilgkss.”
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“Dear Brother, allow me to pick a few of these @&sphnd take them
with me.”

“Dear son, take what you will. Do not ask me; tlzeg not mine. |
own nothing but a poor soul; and if | can returtoithe Creator who gave
me it, my struggles in this world will have beenrtavhile. It is written on
your face that your mind is enveloped in tempoftdies and heavily laden
with the burden of transitory concerns. Fling theat and turn to God; or
you will suffer a great loss for the sake of alditpleasure in this short,
ephemeral life.”

Andolosia did not at all take these words to hiarhebut thinking
only of the great loss he had incurred, he picladesof the apples which
made the horns grow and some of those which maate thsappear. Then
he asked the hermit for the sake of God to showtharroad to food, for in
two days he had eaten nothing but four apples, tahdound some more
apples, or any other fruit, in this wilderness, duld not dare bite into
them.”

The hermit took him to a path and said: “Now gaigint down this
path, and you will come to a broad river, whiclamsarm of the Spanish Sea.
If the river is in spate when you arrive there, twtie tide will recede. As
soon as this happens, cross and head for the dwegr tyou will see before
you, and waste no time in crossing; if the tidecleas you, there will be no
escape. When you come to the sea, a short distavag, you will find a
good village with bread, meat and other foodslierlody.”

Thanking the Brother deeply and heartily, Andologiek his leave
and did as instructed. He crossed the river uhedatpassed by the tower
and arrived in the village, where he ate and dearkrestored his body with

strength; for he had been feeling weak and dullddw that he was himself
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once again, he asked for the shortest way to Lonaloth he was told that it
was a great distance away; as he was still in Hibghe would have to
travel through Scotland to reach England, and Langlas a long way from

the Scottish border. Andolosia was disgruntledha, for he would not

have imagined himself to be even ten miles awag. wds also concerned
about the apples he was carrying; if he were tdohg on the road, they
might get bruised or begin to go bad. When thiagdrs saw how anxious
he was to reach London, they pointed him in theation of a nearby port
which traded with England, Flanders and Scotland,wahere he would find

a ship affording him passage.

Andolosia soon rose up and walked to this port, rehee had the
good fortune to find a ship from London. He higee@assage and enjoyed a
smooth journey, arriving safe and sound in the tgcgg. Once there, he
limed one of his eyes and wore a wig, so that he tetlly unrecognisable.
Then he hired a bench and set himself up beforehech that Agrippina
frequented; and after laying the apples on a clelaite cloth, he began to
cry out: “Apples from Damascus!”

Whenever he was asked how much they cost, he deéflleee
crowns! Three crowns an apple!”, and they walked oOf course,
Andolosia would have been sorry if they had puredaany of the apples.

In time the Princess came along, with her maidsskerants, and her
lady’s-maids. Again he cried, “Apples from Damastu

“How much for one?” asked the Princess.

“Three crowns.”

“What is so special about them that you sell dtigh a price?”

“They give a person beauty and sharp understariding.
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When the Princess heard this, she ordered hersladgids to buy two.
The purchase completed, Andolosia cleared awayvaigs, not wishing to
sell to anyone else. Agrippina returned home,iam@s not long before she
ate both apples; and as soon as she had eatentiheiarge horns grew on
her head with a severe pain that made her retinertded.

When the horns had shot up to their full heightl bar headache had
eased, she rose up and walked towards her mimdrpa seeing the two tall
and hideous horns on her head, she fell on themhat hands, thinking to
tear them off — but they would not move. Then streamed for two of her
maids; and when they saw the Princess, they sthdek and made many
crosses in the air before her, as if she were thecd of Darkness.
Agrippina was speechless with shock.

“Oh Your Majesty, what has happened?” they askKétbw has your
noble person come to be marked by such a deforinity?

She replied that she did not know. “I hold it ®d plague from God,
or it was caused by the apples from Damascus ttraaugrocer was selling.
Help me try to remove them.”

The maids pulled with all their might, but the h®mwould not move.
So they brought a rope, tied it to the horns, thiteswer a beam and pulled
down to raise her into the air. Then they swumgnfiher ankles, hoping to
rip the horns off her head. Agrippina suffered thvith great patience, but
when she realised how firmly set the horns weré, that all their efforts
were unavailing, she grew progressively desperate:

“Oh, miserable creature that | am! What use ishaing a King's
daughter now? What good is it that | am the rithhemman on Earth and
have the Prize of Beauty over my sex? Now | reseralsenseless beast!

Why was | ever born? If no one can help me rentbese monstrosities,
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I'll drown myself in the Thames” (that is a largedabusy river which flows
past the Palace), “for | cannot be seen.”

One of her senior lady’s-maids began to comfort Herincess, you
should not despair. If those horns can appearlikestthat, then you may
rely on their disappearing just as suddenly. Ydwutd make your
devotions to our dear lady Westminster, worker ohdrous miracles, and
to St. Thomas at Canterbury, sending offerings ttiiey may intercede with
God to restore you to your natural state. Adddibn there are many skilled
and highly-learned doctors in London; it is mosblg@able that they will
know, or can find in their books, what causes thggeevths and how they
can be expelled.”

Agrippina was pleased with this advice and saicel'fio one about
this; and if anyone asks for me, say | am indisgased will admit no one.”

Then she had expensive golden offerings prepardcgamt away, and
her old lady’s-maid asked the doctors if there warg means to drive away
the two horns a relative had grown? The doctorgwastounded at this, and
every one of them eagerly desired to see the thvali

“You can’t see this person unless you know howedp them. And
anyone who can do this will be amply rewarded,tishe lady’s-maid.

Not one of them had the courage to venture a remedythey had
never heard or read of this affliction, nor seechsa phenomenon. So they
all refused their services, and the lady’s-maidgdintled and despairing of
a doctor, prepared to return to the Court with lassurable news than she
had hoped to bear.

In the meantime, Andolosia had disguised himsekl d@ector, with a
tall red cap and a scarlet robe; he had also agssarheige nose and applied

some face-paint. He came up to her and said:
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“Dear attendant, | notice that you have enteredhieses of three
doctors: have they given you the advice you weekiag? Do not be angry
at my asking; | too am a doctor of medicine. lbywave a pressing concern,
you may reveal it to me; it would have to be anegtionally strange or
severe ailment for me not to know how, with thephef God, to drive it
away and return the patient to health.”

The lady’s-maid thought that the doctor had beart ker by God,
and she told him how a person of note had incuarpdculiar affliction: two
long horns, like a goat’s, had shot up on theidheausing concern beyond
the expression of words.

“If you can help, you will be well rewarded, foreth have no shortage
of money and goods.”

Dr. Andolosia laughed warmly and said: “This ille@s known to me,
and | know the art of making the horns disappeari@ssly. But it will cost
a hefty sum, for the ingredients are extremely agpe. | also know the
reason why such horns as you describe spring up.”

“Dear doctor, what does cause such monstrous gs@ith

And the doctor with the large nose replied: “Theg eaused by one
person committing an act of gross disloyalty tothap person and taking
great delight in their wickedness. Because theyndbdare display this
delight in public, it must break out somehow; améttman can count
himself lucky when it pushes forth on top — fointifppressed out anywhere
else, he would die. Many people have died withvistble sign of illness,
and no one knew the cause of death; until the lvealy cut open and horns
were discovered inside which, not having been &blind the proper exit,
fatally transfixed the heart or another organisIhot yet two years since |

was at the King of Spain’s Court, where a powe@ount had a beautiful
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daughter with a graceful physique, who had growm &l horns; | removed
all trace of them, when all the other doctors haergup in despair.”

The lady’s-maid asked where his house was; shedvsndn come to
visit him.

“I have no house as of yet; | arrived here onleéhdays ago. | am
lodging at The Swan, you may inquire after me thé@m known as The
Doctor with the Big Nose.”

The lady’s-maid hastened back with unspeakableglelio the
despondent Agrippina and said: “Gracious Princbssof good cheer, for
help is at hand.” She recounted how three dodtais left her without
comfort, and how she had then found one who praintsdiverance; and
she told her about the Doctor with the Big NosepWwhew how to cure her
as he had cured a Countess: “He also gave me &iserravhy such horns
sprout up, and | can well believe it.”

The sad princess lay on her bed, downcast andescely ashamed
that she would not look at herself, nor allow hexids to see her. And she
said to the lady’s-maid:

“Why didn’t you bring the doctor with you, when ydumow how
badly | want to be freed from these horns? Go itiesant and fetch him,
and tell him to bring what he needs and spare memse. Take him a
hundred crowns, and if he requires more, then ¢ime as much as he
wishes.”

The lady’s-maid changed her clothes to avoid rettimgnand made
her way to The Swan, where she found the doctavingGhim the hundred
crowns, she said: “Now be diligent. You must camée person I’'m going
to take you to only at night, and you must not nemnthis to anyone; their

own mother and father know nothing about this affai
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“Rest assured that the secret will not pass my; lgpsd | shall
accompany you,” said the Doctor. “But first | mgst to the apothecary’s
and buy the necessary ingredients. You may ewlagrhere or come back
after two hours.”

She said she would wait, for she did not dare metithout him.

And The Doctor with the Big, Monstrous Nose went &m
apothecary’s and bought a little rhubarb, whichubed, with sugar, to coat
half an apple. After adding many appetising deles, he bought a small
tin of fragrant ointment and some musk. Then herned to The Swan, and
the lady’s-maid led him under cover of night to rencess, who was lying
behind the bed-curtains. She received him withf#etest of voices, as

though she were terribly weak.

“Good day to you, dear lady,” said the doctor. th\the help of God
and my art, all will soon go well with you. Nowt sip straight and let me
grasp and examine your affliction; this will hel@rto help you.”

Agrippina flushed with shame at being seen withhtbms; but she sat
up on the bed. The doctor took a firm grip of thetgoowths and
pronounced:

“We need a pelt-bag made of monkey-skin for eaah,hend the skin

must be warm, for | am going to salve the horns.”
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The lady’s-maid gave the order for an old Court apee killed and
flayed. The skin was brought and two bags made ftaafter the doctor’s
instructions; then he salved the horns with monlkeg-— a special remedy
for such afflictions. After he had salved her,fudled a pelt-bag over each
horn and said:

“Gracious Lady, what | have just done to the homit soften them,
so that they can be removed by bowel movements.th&b end | have
brought you a sweetmeat: eat it, then have a stagrt and when you wake
up, you will perceive the improvement in your cdrai.”

Agrippina behaved as a patient bent on a returinetdth: when the
doctor gave her half an apple (one of those whiaterthe horns disappear),
she ate it and fell asleep. Then the rhubarb bégavork its effect in her
body and drive her to the privy. When she hadrneth to her bed, the
doctor declared:

“Now let us see if the medication has worked angdyo

And he lifted the pelt-bags up from the top: thensdhad shrunk by a
quarter. Agrippina was so bitter an enemy to tbmé that she would not
touch them; but on being told that they were disaping, she reached up
and discovered that they had indeed become snaaltéshorter. Delighted,
she requested that the doctor keep doing his uttn@stmplete the cure.

He said, “I shall return tomorrow night and brindpat is required,”
and went to the apothecary’s again. Then he hateddalf an apple, but
with a different flavour from the previous time.t Aight he was conducted
to the Princess’s chamber, and he feigned ignorafdas surroundings.
Andolosia did as he had done on the previous nlgitthad the bags made
smaller to fit the horns; and after he had givemiggna the sweetmeat, and

she had slept and then dropped her stool, theydfdhat the horns had
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shrunk to half their original size. Her previouslight was as nothing to
what she felt now; and she asked the doctor nslaitken his efforts, but to
expedite the cure — his pains would be well rewdrdde promised to do his
best.

The third night was a repetition of the two preocgdi As Andolosia
sat by Agrippina, he thought: ‘I wonder what rewah# intends to give me?
Even if she hands over two or three thousand Crowns handsome
remuneration for any doctor of medicine — the amosirtrifing when set
against what she stole from me. Before | remoeehitrns entirely, I'll talk
with her and tell her my mind. If she refuses ¢ondy will, I'll make her a
sweetmeat to return the horns to full size. Th#riravel to Flanders and
send her the message that, if she wants them reinskie must come to me
and bring what | demand. When she wakes up Miteaher: Dear lady, you
can plainly see how your condition is improvingutBhe hardest and most
demanding part of the cure is the removal of theeba the horns from the
brain-pan; it requires various refined and speirigftedients, which cost a
great deal. If the expense should occasion relaet@n your part, | shall
have to leave things as they stand. Perhaps yothiaking of sending me
away with a paltry fee because | am but a doctanedicine; now you must
know that | am also a Doctor of the Black Arts, drhve invoked the Evil
Spirit to advise me what reward | should demane. téid me that you have
two magical possessions — a Purse and a Hat — andtb request one of
these; and he pronounced that you would give médtte In addition, you
should provide me, every year, with enough mondivéolike a lord'.

While he was formulating this resolve, the lady’atthappeared with
a light to see how the Princess was; she wasasl#lep. The doctor’'s cap

had slipped from his grasp when he took it off, anw, as he bent forward
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to pick it up, he saw the Wishing-Hat lying undee toed, at the front. No
one had paid it any attention, for they did not\wnts power; nor did the
Princess know that it was this Hat which had braougtr home from the
wilderness. If she had known this, there is littubt that she would have

hung it on a different nail!

The doctor sent the lady’s-maid away to fetch aofimedicine; and
when she was gone, he hurriedly and jubilantly@red up the Hat and hid
it under his robe. ‘If | could only make the Purame as well’, he thought.
Then the Princess awoke and dressed herself. \Weedoctor pulled the
pelt bags off, the horns were no more than stumgp&grippina’s great joy.
The lady’s-maid whispered to her: “One more nighdl gou’ll be back to
your old self. Then we’ll be spared the sight lo¢ tugly doctor with the
monstrous nose — he could put you off men for good.

Now that Andolosia had the Hat, he abandoned hisntion of
describing himself as a double Doctor. “Dear ladye began, “you can
clearly see how effectively my remedies are workingut the most
demanding stage of the treatment is the expulsioth@® horns from the
brain-pan, which requires rare ingredients, andcénnot find them here, |

shall have to travel for them, or send anotheratoetwhom | would instruct
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in the matter — to fetch them. The expendituré belgreat. So | would like
to know what reward you will give me when the homre completely
removed and your head is as smooth as ever.”

The Princess remarked, “I have found your art tosk#led and
efficient, and | request that you help me and sparsmoney.”

“You say | should not be sparing with money,” regdlithe doctor,
“but | must be, for | do not have any.”

Although she possessed the inexhaustible Purs@@ga was shy of
spending money. She walked leisurely over to thest beside her bed,
wherein was contained her most precious belongimgsyding the Purse,
which was fitted with a strong strap; and takingut, she tied it around her
waist, walked to a table in front of a scenic wmd@and began to count.
When she had told three hundred Crowns, the dpctiolnis hands inside his
robe, as if reaching for a purse to hold his fex shaping as if to take the
money, he threw his cap off, donned the Hat, grdbibe Princess and
wished himself in a wild, uninhabited wood. Hisstviwas instantly fulfilled,
and the old lady’s-maid ran to the Queen to tellthat Agrippina had been
abducted once again. She related the history eohtitns and the doctor.
The Queen, her mother, was startled, but thoudtst:she came back soon
the last time, so may she make a speedy returm.ad@sides, she has the

Purse with her, so she can pay people to helpdraeh
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V.  Sister Agrippina

But when she had waited all day and all night, drede was still no
sign of Agrippina, the Queen, as a mother, begdadbin her heart that she
had lost her beautiful daughter. She went witleavly heart to tell the King
the full tale.

He said: “Oh, that's a wise doctor — the wiseshigfprofession! It's
none other than Andolosia, whom you so falsely dece | perceive that
whoever bestowed that good fortune on him also wedohim with the
wisdom to regain the Purse should he come fronpotsession. Fortune
wills that he, and none other, have the Purse;ifaRdrtune had so willed,
then I, or the next man, would also have such ad2uThere are many men
in England but only one King — and | am he. Swgcthe lot granted me by
God and Fortune. And it is Andolosia’s lot to e sole possessor of this
purse; if we only had our daughter again!”

“Your Majesty, be so good as to send out messengersy to
discover where she is before she is reduced torgoaad misery,” pleaded
the Queen.

“I'm sending no messengers out. We would be heldisgrace for
not having taken better care of her.”

Andolosia, alone in the wild, uninhabited wood wigrippina, flung
the doctor’s robe to the ground, threw the loathsoimse away, and stepped
roughly towards the Princess. She recognised hionee, and the shock
shot through every limb, rendering her speechléss.his eyes were rolling
in his head, he was gnashing his teeth, and he tavappearance of being
ready to strike her to death. Drawing a knifehheked her girdle off — his

hurry was too great to untie it — and separatedPtimse, rudely flinging the
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girdle far away. Then he opened his jerkin andcedathe Purse to its
accustomed place.

Agrippina, watching all this, trembled like an aspm the wind.
Andolosia spat out in his fury: “You false, decelitivoman, now you're in
my hands, now I'll share with you the good faitfuyshared with me when
you cut my Purse away and sewed an impotent ome ithplace! Now you
can see that it's back where it belongs; now tkirgsyour mother and old
lady’s-maid for help and advice, and snap yourdmsgor a sparkling drink
to dupe me with! And even if both those fiendsevieere with you, all their
arts would never help you to take the Purse fronagaen!

“Oh Agrippina, how could you have it in your hetrtshow such bad
grace to me, who was so faithful to you! | would/éa shared my heart, my
soul, my person and possessions, with you. Howvdcgau have it in your
heart to drive so manly a knight, who jousted amdarieyed every day for
your sake, to such extreme poverty, without shovmagthe slightest sign of
pity? The King and Queen mocked and made carfinvalof me, and the
memory still rankles in my heart, for the evil ydl me drove me to despair.
| was about to hang myself when Mary, Mother of Goaime with Grace to
my aid against pernicious temptation; and | shailve her faithfully until
the closing of my days. If | had proceeded, yowMdave been the cause
of my losing life and soul, honour and possessioAsd when you had the
virtuous Purse in your power, and you were told thaas poorer than a
church-mouse, and had had to ride away on my ovem h&ving dismissed
all my servants, you were reluctant to send me alsum to help me home
to my friends withsomehonour intact. Now speak your judgement: is it no

right and proper that | should show you the memy showed me?”
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Agrippina was filled with terror and did not knowhet to say.
Looking up to Heaven, she nervously began to sp#igid and virtuous
knight, Andolosia, | confess that | have behavediig and dishonourably
towards you. | beg you to make allowances fordtigdence, ignorance
and recklessness which Nature has given in grelagees to women, both
young and old, than to the male sex. Do not fdhte matter to a bitter
conclusion, but lay down your anger at this pook, geturn good for evil, as
becomes a just and honourable knight.”

“The injury, disgrace and grief you have occasionas are still so
alive in my heart, that | cannot leave you unpuaash

“Oh Andolosia, reconsider! People would speak goeshonour of
you if you harmed a poor woman whom you held pesom a desert.
Without doubt, every mention of this would be ignomus to your
knighthood.”

Andolosia replied, “Well, | shall resist my angand | give you my
word as a knight that | shall injure neither yoonbur nor your body. But
you have a keepsake from me, and you must kegighiet grave, to hold me
in your mind.”

Agrippina had been in such dire fear for her lifeatt she had
completely forgotten about the horns on her headt once Andolosia had
guaranteed her life and honour, she recovered drapasure, and said: “|
wish to God | were free of these horns and bachkyrfather’s palace.”

Hearing her make a wish, Andolosia suddenly notitedHat lying
on the ground beside her, so he ran over, snatthgdand tied it tight to
his belt. Agrippina could see from this that hesviield the Hat especially
dear, and it was the agent by which means shevinad been carried off.

Fuming at herself, she thought: “You had both tleadures in your keeping

143



and you couldn’t hold on to them’. But she hid bheger from Andolosia
and asked him very sweetly to remove the hornstakel her home to her
father.

“In short,” he said, “the horns have a home on ywead for life. But
| shall willingly take you within sight of your faer's palace; | am never
setting foot inside there again.”

She asked him a second time, then a third. Buaiim.

When Agrippina saw that no amount of pleading caulallify him,
she said: “If | must then bear these horns and fa@shapen, | do not wish
to return to England, or be seen by anyone who know — father, mother
or anyone else. So take me to the End of the Wavltkre none will
recognise me.”

“There is nowhere you would be better off than witur father and
mother, the King and Queen,” said Andolosia.

But she would not agree. “Take me to a nunneny, cn live apart
from the world.”

“Is that what you desire? Are you in earnest?”

And she said, “Yes.”

Then he put on the Hat and took her to Hiberniaselto the End of
the World, and little distance from St. Patrick'sréatory. They arrived in
an isolated field, where there was a large anélgtatinnery which admitted
only ladies of noble birth. Leaving Agrippina it alone in the field,
Andolosia entered the convent and sought out theesd He told her that
he had brought a noble and honourable maiden, ibdaand healthy, but
with growths on her head which made her too ashamége among her
friends: “So she wishes to be where no one knows BAad if you accept

her, | shall pay for her maintenance threefold.”
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“The fee is two hundred crowns, for | provide evigy with a maid
and supply all that she needs. So if you wanttpthis threefold, bring her
here.”

He soon returned with Agrippina, who thanked theébéds for her
reception with such modesty, and dropped so graeefturtsey, that the
Abbess knew her to be of noble lineage; and sheséel that this beautiful
girl should bear those cursed horns on her head.

“Agrippina,” she said, “is it your wish to make shconvent your
home?”

“It is, dear Abbess,” said Agrippina in the humiblebvoices.

“And will you be obedient to me, and chant in timic at matins and
all the other services? If you cannot performsk tavill you learn how to do
it? That is all that our Order requires. Anyoneowvishes to enter another
Order, or to take a husband, is free to do so. tBeitmoney given for her
maintenance will never be returned.”

Agrippina replied: “Dear lady, for my part, the wable traditions
and customs of your honourable convent shall natiteeed or broken.”

Then Andolosia paid the Abbess six hundred crownsd a
recommended Agrippina to her care; and she expressmised to do her
utmost, being delighted to have received so muddyemoney. So
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Andolosia took his leave the Abbess, who was a @msnby birth; and she
told her new charge: “Go and escort your friend”out

When they were at the doors, Andolosia said: “Aginp, God bless
you, and may it be His will that you long remain health and acquire
eternal bliss in this convent.”

“May it be so. Amen,” she said, then burst intarse “O rigid,
virtuous knight, now you have accomplished youramtng will on this
poor girl. Now the year is long, there are manysgand the hours are
unequal; and | have sincere faith in God that thwfeyet come a happy
hour when your noble heart will be moved to charégd your mind and
mood given to mercy. At that time remember me,rypusoner in this
desolation; display pity towards me, and releaseforel can serve neither
God nor the world, so averse am | to these horns.”

These words found Andolosia’s heart, and he couwé go reply.
Then, saying “God’s will be done,” he went his way.

Agrippina sadly shut the doors and returned toAbbess, who gave
her a chamber and a serving-maid to serve heraldfie, she served God to

the best of her powers, although she did not hawed for prayer.

VI. A Royal Wedding in Cyprus
Having parted from Agrippina, Andolosia was a hapmpgn. He put
his Hat on and wished himself from one land to bheqtuntil he arrived in
Bruges; and in this city, where obliging ladies andny other kinds of
recreation are to be found, he dispelled the distdrne had been under.
And he appointed himself in honourable attire, bdaufprty mettlesome
steeds, and took many sturdy lads into his servit®m he clothed in his

livery. Then he began to joust and pursue knigb#stimes once again; and
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he rode through Germany, viewing the beautifulesitof the Holy Roman
Empire, before heading for Venice, Florence anddaemwhere he sent for
the dealers whose jewels he had purloined andtpard in ready money.

Then, with his horses and his servants, he joy&dijed to Famagusta
and rode home to his brother, who received him samely, being highly
glad to see Andolosia riding in such lordly stat@fter they had eaten,
Ampedo took his brother into a chamber and askedhow he had fared.
Andolosia narrated how he had lost the Hat as aglthe Purse, at which
Ampedo was so thunderstruck that he fell down isweon. Andolosia
poured water over him, and when Ampedo had retutnekis senses he
proceeded to tell him how he had lost both treasubet regained them
afterwards through cunning: “So don’t be so despohd And he unbound
the Purse from his jerkin, took the Hat out of gsggick, and laid them out
before Ampedo, saying: “Dear brother, now take licgbasures and fare well
with them! Enjoy yourself to your heart’s conteritwish you joy of them
with all my heart, and | shall raise no objectidns.

Ampedo replied, “I want nothing of that Purse, & who carries it
must bear fear and anxiety at all times. | hawedrabout the pain and
distress it caused our father of blessed memory”

These words were music to Andolosia’s ears, anthbeght, ‘If he
had taken the Purse in his hands, it would not lheen long before | had to
ask for it back. And now, without further adositnine’. He did not dare
tell his brother how he had bought exquisite jeweithout paying, lost
Purse, Hat and jewels in one blow — and in a wildss to boot, where there
was nothing to eat or drink —, or how he had wisttethrottle him before
hanging himself. ‘Better not to mention that,” theught, ‘the shock might

kill him, or plunge him into a grave illness’.
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So Andolosia began to make merry with jousts, aadolganised
dances to give pleasure to all. He was genergatgonified, so that the
whole town sang his praises; everyone revered d&nmu,the common people
asked him to be with them always.

When he had been in Famagusta for some time, he waoith his
retinue to the King’'s Court, some sixty miles aweydivert himself there.
The King and his courtiers received him with distian, and His Majesty
asked where he had been all this time. Andolosld bf the many
Kingdoms he had passed through. The King thendalsike more questions
than he would have put to another, for Andolosia e subject, and his
father Fortunatus had also found special favo@aatrt; and he wondered if
he had not lately been in England.

“Yes, Your Majesty,” replied Andolosia.

“The King of England has a beautiful daughter, aty @hild, called
Agrippina. | had wanted her as a wife for my dou, | have been informed
that she has disappeared. Tell me: have you lmgracews of her? Is she
still missing, or has she been found?”

“Your Majesty, | can certainly inform you on thisatter. He does
indeed have a beautiful — an extremely beautifdagghter, who has been
transported to Hibernia by a necromancer’s artise iS residing there in a
convent for noble ladies, where | conversed withahghort while ago.”

“Could she not be brought back to her father?” dske King. “l am
old, and | would dearly like to settle my son oa throne before my death.”

“Gracious Majesty, for your sake and for your sowhe is deserving
of every honour — | shall essay what | can in #ffair. With God'’s help, |

should soon return her to her father’s palace.”

148



The King requested that Andolosia do this and sparexpense; he
and his would enjoy the royal favour and gratitude.

“Your Majesty, prepare a distinguished Embassy ssml them out a
fortnight after | leave; they will find the Princesn her father’s palace in
London. If the King promises her to your son, h# send her to you with
honour.”

“Andolosia, my good friend,” urged the King, “bersuto make a
success of this matter. | shall be sending an Esdgge in great pomp and
splendour; let their journey not be made in vain.”

“Have no fear. Order your son’s portrait paintedd send it with the
Embassy; you will see that it will please the Kangd Queen and make them
all the more eager to wed their beautiful daugtdeso handsome a youth.”

When the Prince heard of the planned transactemade his way to
Andolosia and urged him to work in earnest to brihg affair to a
successful conclusion; he had heard a great deait akgrippina’s beauty
and perfection. Andolosia promised to do his utinasd taking his leave,
he rode back to Famagusta with his retinue. Hedasks brother to lend
him the Hat, saying that he would soon return; Angbedo was agreeable.
Then he ordered his bursar to be generous to hisargs, for they should
make merry while he was away.

So Andolosia took the Hat, travelled from one laodhe other, and
wished himself in the wilderness with the magiclapp The trees were full
of fair fruit, but he could not tell which applesere which, and he was
reluctant to eat one. However, he did not waédwe without the means to
release Agrippina from her horns. So, after duesicteration, Andolosia
reached for an apple, ate it, and a horn grew sihéad; then he ate another,

and the horn disappeared. Filling his pockets widme of both kinds, he
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atravelled to the convent and knocked on the dodre was presently
admitted, and arriving before the Abbess, he askedAgrippina, for he

wished to have a word with her. The Abbess, resogg him, was only too
happy to summon her charge; but when the Princes®@ she received
Andolosia badly, for she did not know the reasanhig visit, and she was
frightened.

“Dear lady, allow Agrippina to hold some privatengerse with me,”
said Andolosia.

She willingly gave her assent, and Andolosia wigwdrwith the
Princess to a quiet place.

“Agrippina, do you still loathe those horns as dgegs when | took
my leave of you?”

“Yes. The longer | bear them, the harder | hagerifi she said.

“If you were free and rid of them, where would e to be?”

“Where should | wish to be but in London with myadgarents the
King and Queen?”

“Agrippina, God has hearkened to your prayer. Ywtish will be
granted.”

Then he gave her half an apple to eat and toldchesst awhile; and
by the time he roused her, there was no traceeofithins. The maid she had
been allotted plaited her hair and dextrously ayeginher head-dress; then
they came before the Abbess. At the sight of Agnia in her complete
beauty, the Abbess called all the nuns out of tis to withess the miracle
that had effected so sudden a transformation. nline were astonished that
she had become free of the horns in so short a boteAndolosia said:

“Do not be amazed. God can do anything; nothingnggossible to
Him. So you see: when He means well by somebodypnme may harm
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them. Agrippina is a Princess, born of the blcat | shall deliver her to
her mother and father. Before a month has pastedwill be married to a
young Prince — the most handsome youth alive othEar

Agrippina listened closely to his words.

Then Andolosia gave the Abbess and the nuns a adraowns as a
parting present, with expressions of his gratitdde their honourable
maintenance of the Princess, and Agrippina thatket very decorously.
They took their leave, and once they were in te&lfiAndolosia equipped
himself with the Hat and bore the Princess to thees before the King of
England’s palace — for he shied away from entetiregplace where he had
been the victim of such great infidelity. Thenre&rned to his brother and
servants in Famagusta.

The King, the Queen and their entourage were oyedjdo find that
Agrippina had come back; they hosted a tremendeastfand had their
daughter exquisitely attired in gorgeous and lwwsi garments. In their
midst of their merriment, a herald announced toMiggesty that the King of
Cyprus’s messengers were on their way with a laayalcade, and they had
been sent to ask him to give Agrippina’s hand irrrrage to the young

Prince of Cyprus.
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When the Embassy arrived in London, they were giaerexcellent
reception and provided with luxurious accommodatiwhere their every
need was catered for. After four days the King $enthem, and they rode
to the Palace arrayed in brilliant clothes, eadtoating to his rank. There
were a Duke, two Counts, and numerous knights guoles. They began to
discuss the wedding. When the Queen understoddAiipgppina’s hand
was being courted, she was sorely reluctant toyrteer beautiful, beloved
daughter, to lose her to a distant land, and to am who could be
hunchbacked, lame or blind. When her laments exhthe Cypriots’ ears,
they requested the King to send for the Queen. rdy& couple now being
together, the Embassy produced the portrait oPtivece. The King asked if
this was a true likeness? if the Prince was resdlypandsome? The envoys
swore an oath that he had a much finer figure, weag tall and upright, and
no older than twenty-four; and the King and Queenexcontent.

The Queen now took the portrait to Agrippina ard teer how it was
intended to give her to this Prince, who was evemenhandsome in the
flesh. With Andolosia’s words fresh in her memaofgrippina trusted the
painting as a likeness and promised obedience &ewvar decision the King
and Queen should make. Having heard their dauglgentiments, the King
and Queen discussed the matter further with theri@gp until the
arrangements for the wedding were finalised. TtherKing had many ships
loaded with provisions and manned with expert sail@and the Princess
attired in magnificent robes and jewellery, as tisei mighty King with a
care for his honour. Agrippina was to be accomgéry many proud
nobles, in particular a Count who had long sinoenbe pirate; and the King

threw a banquet for the company before they skt sai
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When the ships were fully laden and ready to dephe noble
Princess took her leave of the King her father e Queen her mother:
“My gracious Lord King, and my gracious Lady Questay Almighty God
in Heaven and his virtuous mother Mary have yothgir care at all times
and grant you health and long life.”

Then she knelt before her father, and sighing geepth tears in her
eyes she said: “I request your blessing; for nanukt part from you, and |
know that | shall never see you or my mother again.

“Agrippina, my dearest daughter,” said the Kinga{nthe blessing of
God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, sly@ldfrom sorrow. And
may the Holy Trinity grant you, and all who aid y@eace, health, long life,
prosperity, and the goodwill of all men.”

The Queen could wish no more but: “May this compdss. Amen.”

Then Agrippina stood up and walked, with her tréanher ship; and a
large crowd followed to escort her to the sea, manyhom were sorrowful
that the beautiful Princess was leaving and theulshset eyes on her no
more. Now when Agrippina and her retinue had bedrdhe crew hoisted
sail, and they set off in the name of God. He gathem good weather and
a fortunate journey; whoever wishes to travel fléngland to Cyprus must
cross the Spanish Sea, which is one of the cruelfesd| water-passages, yet
they came unharmed, with God’s help, to Cyprus.

When the beautiful young Princess Agrippina and agendants
arrived, safe and sound, they were met by a welogtparty arranged by
the King of Cyprus: a Duchess, four Countessesaautly noble ladies, with
their male equivalents, who executed their dutigh ¥fitting propriety. A
banquet was held, with sumptuous dishes and vintages, and there was

plenty for hosts and guests alike. Everyone, youmg old, was happy that
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their Prince was going to have such a beautifuewifThen many horses,
wagons and carts were made ready, and ceremoaws Was taken.
Agrippina came to Medusa, where the King was hgldiourt. He
had assembled the mightiest nobles, male and fenmalehis whole
Kingdom; and however splendid the reception at Fpst had been, that
at Medusa was ten times more dignified and laudablée Queen rode
towards Agrippina with a handsome train in statgyarel, followed by the
Prince with a company in full armour that sparkl&eé mirrors in the sun.
When the Prince greeted Agrippina, she recognisedffom his portrait;
and she thanked him with a smiling countenance gnadeful gestures.
Then they rode in great joy to the King’'s Palacéjolv was majestically
adorned with every kind of decoration, and theivésts began. The King's
Princes and Lords came riding up with great geytiand all bore splendid

gifts to present to the King, of a value to meeirtimeans.

The wedding celebrations continued for six weekd Hwee days.
Much were to write about the regality of the wedgdprocession, the feats
and displays, and the presents given to the Pshc@&ut among the gifts
was a shipload of malmsey and muscatel from Candaayrtesy of
Andolosia, which was lapped up like wine from thehheim slopes; there

was enough to last the length of the revels andky
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And all the while the festivities lasted, the pescand lords did
nought but joust, tourney and pursue courtly pasdinthe King and the
Dukes jousted on the first day, the Counts, Baeknights the day after,
and the squires and servants on the third day. ededy night, at the dance,
Agrippina would crown the champion of the day watthandsome wreath;
so that every competitor felt his courage stir@a] he gave his all to hunt

honour and be rewarded by the beautiful Princess.

VII. The Tragical Death of Andolosia

Among the competitors was Andolosia; and whenetier Counts,
Barons and knights jousted, he rode to the listaone splendid armour than
everyone else, apart from the King, who he madattempt to equal. He
was always the best in all the knightly sports, hadvas often awarded the
prize. Now it so happened that on one occasiomokusia surpassed his
previous accomplishments, producing his best atabse yet that night the
prize, which in all fairness should have gone to,hwas awarded, as a mark
of honour, to Count Theodore, who had accompanedRrincess from
England. Andolosia paid no heed to this and wglynconceded the Count
the honour he had been shown. But the murmurhanAndolosia’s prize

had been wrongfully given to Count Theodore, ants tteached the
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Englishman’s ears. A fierce hatred of Andolosiarstty flared up in his
heart, but he did not know how he could do him ieg and damage.
Although his heart, mind and mood were bent onngeehe was a stranger
in Cyprus, and he owned no land, nor a castleyvassals. Now there was
another Count at the royal wedding, a pirate byrtame of The Count of
Limassol, who owned a castle on an islet not famfiFamagusta. Theodore
sought out his society; ‘Birds of a feather flodgéther,” they say, and the
proverb found corroboration in this instance, fareovillain discovered
another.

Theodore told his companion that he was annoyedihere was a
man called Andolosia, who lived a lavish and arradiéestyle, but was not
of noble birth. He had a high income of honouringeaccorded more
respect than Counts and others of good birth hgetwns neither lands nor
lieges. Was Limassol not always infuriated by2his

“Yes,” growled The Count of Limassol, “it infurideme and many
other nobles. But he is held in such high favouithe King, to whom he
lends and gifts whatever he is asked; and the Kaags bitter enmity from
his nobles for the preference he shows this man.”

Count Theodore exclaimed, “It surprises me that, yand others of
your station, can tolerate this, and that you dbaite him killed. If | knew
how to do away with him, he would never confoundthar Count or
nobleman at the King's Court.”

Each understood the other’s will; and they conckttes following
plan: when the wedding festivities had run theiurse, and Andolosia was
riding back towards Famagusta, they would surrdung take him prisoner,
and stab his servants to death. He wound theermewed from the King’s

Land to Limassol, where the Count owned a strorgjlezaand they would
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torture and torment him until he gave them enougimey to maintain a

mode of life on a par with his for luxury.

And it so happened that the utterly unsuspectinglodssia was
attacked as he rode home from the festivities eytWo Counts and a hired
company, and all his servants were cut down. Heasaptured and taken to
the castle on the islet of Limassol, where he waarded so closely that
escape was impossible. He offered his guards gvealth if they would
help him escape, but they did not dare trust himspscting that, once he
was free, he would not give them a penny; and Hendt dare show them
the Purse, for fear that they would take it onlydfuse their aid. His plight
was desperate.

The news reached the King that Andolosia’s enttéhue had been
butchered and no one knew whether their master wess or alive,
imprisoned or free. Nor did anyone know who hapegated this atrocity,
but Turkish marauders were suspected. The twaygQbunts rode back to
Court and kept their counsel.

Meanwhile, Ampedo had been informed of Andolosth&appearance.
He at once sent messengers to Court to requektinigeo help him recover

his brother. The King replied that he was grievatd Andolosia’s
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misadventure, and he had no idea where he waserwfere still alive. But
he would leave no stone unturned in his search, ibiheé were able to
discover Andolosia’s whereabouts, he would consmeprice too great to
free him — should it cost him half his Kingdom. de&ing this message,
Ampedo thought that his brother had been abducteduse of the Purse,
and he would be racked and tortured until he deszlahe secret of the Hat:
then his tormentors would lay their heads togetbeacquire the second
treasure as well. “Never, by no means, shall thappen,” growled
Ampedo; and in a fit of fury, he grabbed the magmgue Hat, hacked it to
shreds, and flung the pieces into the fire. Andsto®d over it until it had
burnt to ashes and he was sure that no one coatdcagain enjoy its use.

Ampedo was continually sending messengers to theg,Kbut
however many he dispatched, not one returned wetlisnof his brother.
This caused him such depression and sorrow thélhato a fatal illness.
No doctor could help him, and he died. Neitherlkautiful palace nor his
money could help him.

After several days had risen and set, the two Gounaaring how the
King grieved for his dutiful knight Andolosia, feigd heavy sorrow. The
King had it proclaimed that anyone who could briogrtain news of
Andolosia’s whereabouts would receive a thousancaBy whether he were
alive or dead. A wave of enquiries followed, blitveere fruitless; those
who knew, and had abetted, did not dare revealtrttie for fear of losing
their lives.

In the meantime, The Count of Limassol took his/éeaf the King
and returned to his castle, where he found Andalasiting in a deep
dungeon, his wrists and ankles tightly clampedtotls. On seeing the

Count, his face brightened, and he began to pledtdhim to show mercy
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and help him regain his freedom. He did not knowoge prisoner he was,
or why he was being so cruelly constricted. If el done anyone an
injustice, he would make amends for it and putpeisson and possessions at

the injured party’s disposal.

“Andolosia,” said the Count, “you have not beenugiat here to be
released. You are my prisoner, and you will tedl thie source of the money
you expend throughout the year. And you’ll do thetv, or I'll torture you
until you'll be happy to tell me.”

Andolosia felt sick with shock; all hope drainedagywvand he was lost
for words. Eventually he said: in his house, imBgusta, there was a secret
ditch, which his father had shown him on the pahteath; and however
much money he withdrew from this ditch, it nevecdme empty. If the
Count took him, as a prisoner, to Famagusta, hddashow him. But this
did not satisfy Limassol; and taking Andolosia ofithe stocks, he began to
excruciate him. He laid some savage torments spisoner, who suffered
them long and held to his initial statement. Blulast the tortures were so
severe that he could bear the pain no longer, artdltd the Count about the
Purse. Limassol quickly seized the Purse, testeahd found that he had
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spoken the truth; then he had poor Andolosia pldzak in the stocks, and
commended him to his trustiest servant.

The Count of Limassol now sent money to his debtorsettle his
accounts, and victualled his castle, before repgawith a happy heart to the
King’'s Court, where he sought out his companionji@d heodore, and was
accorded a joyful reception. They exchanged maongsy true to form, and
Limassol related how he had dealt by Andolosia esting the Purse from
his possession through torture and holding himmehong chains.

“I don’t like this,” said Count Theodore. “He walibe better dead
than alive. | have heard at Court that he is at@raaf Necromancy and can
travel through the air. There is the danger tleatll escape and spread
word of his treatment at our hands, and then w# kise the King’s favour
— and maybe our lives.”

“He is sitting so straitly chained that he cannot us any harm,”
replied The Count of Limassol.

And they both took their heart’s fill of money cuitthe Purse. Each
would dearly have liked to have the magical treasarhis power; but they
came to the agreement that each should keep #ixamonths in turn, and
the guardian was to ensure that the other suffesezhortage of money. The
Count of Limassol, being the senior, was to taks fpossession.

Although the two Counts had money enough, theyroitl dare to
spend too lavishly or maintain too extravagantadestfor fear of arousing
suspicion. And they passed their days in greatecdnexcept that Count
Theodore was plagued by the thought that Andolagiee better dead than
alive, for he dreaded the loss of the Purse. He hhrboured the intention
to ride away with the Purse, and far enough awagstape the reach of the

King and The Count of Limassol, once it was in kegping. So he asked
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Limassol to lend him one of his servants and waiteetter granting him
admission to Andolosia. The Cypriot Count did aguested, giving him
man, letter and money. Then Count Theodore toskelaive of the King and
Queen, claiming that he wished to take a look atMiajesty’s lands; and so
he galloped to the islet of Limassol, where he w@asducted to the castle
and then the dungeon that held Andolosia. Whenwhked in, poor,
disconsolate Andolosia, whose arms and legs hddnaated away by this
time, took comfort; he imagined that The Count ohassol had sent Count
Theodore to set him free, and he thought, ‘Now thal have the Purse,
they won’t ask any more of me'.

Count Theodore began: “Now tell me, Andolosia —yda have any
more purses like the one you gave my companionfeQin, give me one.”

“Gracious Count, | have no more. If | had anotbee, it would not
be refused you.”

“People say that you are a Doctor of Necromancyp wan travel
through the air and invoke the Devil. Why don’tuymvoke him now to
help you out of here?”

“Oh, gracious Count, | can’t do it, I've never bearle to do it! All |
did was divert myself with the Purse, which you npessess. As God and
the world are my witness, | yield it to you and yaompanion, and I'll
never again lay claim to it; and | beg you, for ti@nour of God and his
virtuous mother Mary, that you help this poor, medde man out of this
cruel prison. Don't let me die a wretched deatheh@ot having been
confessed, not having received the Holy Sacrament!”

“Will you now have a care for the health of youukb Why didn’t
you earlier, when you paraded your arrogance anghtmess before the

King and Queen, showing all of us dishonour? Wlageethey now, all the
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beautiful ladies you served with such assiduitylose who awarded you
the prize, call on them to help you now.

“But | perceive that you wish to be released frdms fprison; do not
worry, | shall soon help you out.”

Taking Andolosia’s guard to one side, he offerem fifty ducats to
strangle the prisoner. The guard refused: “Hegoad man, and he’s so
weak that he’ll die soon anyway. | won't load mysdath that sin.”

“Then give me a rope; | shall throttle him myselfam not leaving
until he is dead.”

Again, the guard refused; so Count Theodore unledchkls belt and
wrapped it around wretched Andolosia’s neck. Theoper, who sat with
his ankles and wrists in the stocks, could not mavel the Count twirled
the belt around his sword-hilt, thus garrotting g@mdolosia as he sat, and
gave the guard money to dispose of the body. Afts; Count Theodore
did not make long market in the castle, but rodeklta the Royal Court,
where he was well received. And he sought out&mspanion The Count of
Limassol, who asked him how he had fared and hovikied the islet of
Limassol and the land of Cyprus.

Very much, was the reply; then they withdrew, artte TCount of
Limassol asked how things stood with Andolosia.

“They stand so that he’ll never harm us again,” @oliheodore
joyfully exclaimed. “I killed him with my own harsd | could find no rest
until I knew for certain that he was dead — asdwmow.”

He thought he had acted wisely — Ah God, he dicknotv the evil he
had worked!

For three days they did not have recourse to thieePand when the

third day came to an end, the first half-year waerpand it was Count
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Theodore’s turn to possess the treasure. Withiagsm his step he went to
his companion The Count of Limassol and told hinfietch the Purse, take
out all the money he would be needing, and thewl litasver: it was his turn
now. The Count of Limassol raised no objectioms] after expressing his
readiness to comply, he said:

“When | take the Purse in my hands, | pity Andadosi wish you had
not killed him; he would soon have died by himself.

“Dead men wage no wars,” said Count Theodore.

And they retreated to a chamber where The Couthiroéssol kept
the Purse in a chest. He took it out and placezhita table, and Count
Theodore picked it up. He tried to count out mqreey he had previously
done, but there was nothing inside. The two Codidsnot know that the
Purse had lost its power with the deaths of Ampauad Andolosia; if they
had known this, they would have held Andolosia amdur and treated him
kindly, to prolong his life, or at least have fdle chest or two with gold to
keep themselves in wealth for the rest of theediv

Each Count looked at the other. Then Theodoreespath grim fury:

“O you false Count. So you thought to deceive passing off an
ordinary purse for the magic one? On no accouall staccept that from
you. So bring me the Purse of Fortune, and bekgbout it!”

Limassol replied that it was the Purse he took fAimdolosia; he had
no others. How it had come to lose its power, kbt know. But
Theodore would not be satisfied with this; his angened to rage, and he
cried: Limassol wished to make him the victim aof killainy, but he would
never succeed. And he drew his sword.

Seeing this, The Count of Limassol also drew, &my both began to
hew at one another so fiercely as to deal deaththé\clamour they made,
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their servants burst into the chamber; and seéigig masters lunging at one
another, they ran in between and separated them.bé&ore the two were
parted, Count Theodore had given The Count of Lemiag mortal wound,
when they saw this, the Cypriot's servants seibhedgnglishman. The King
was informed of the fight between the two Countispwad been so close as
to be joined at the hip; and he commanded that betarrested and brought
to him in chains at once so he could examine thanthe cause of their
disagreement. When moves were made to obey thékimgssenger, it was
realised that the Count of Limassol was too selyow®unded to be taken
anywhere, so Count Theodore was brought befor&itigeon his own.

The King soon learned that Andolosia’'s Purse wasctuse of their
estrangement, and he hurriedly sent for the ex@oertito extort, before
witnesses, the full and exact details of the caBeen Count Theodore was
tortured and brutally pained until he had to cosfesgarrotting Andolosia
with his own hands in the dungeon; and he discldsedwvhole plot, from
beginning to end.

When the King heard how they had handled good Asslal he was
sad to the heart and furious at the murderershMfttionger consideration,
he pronounced his right and judgement: both Commist be strapped to the
wheel. It did not matter how ill the Count of Lissbl was; even if he were
dead, he was to be taken to the place of execatidrtied to the wheel. As
the judgement was passed, so was it executed:nbattierous Counts were
broken, thus meeting the end they merited for thetatment of loyal
Andolosia. So they died because of the Pursenpgavad their pleasure of it
for but a short time.
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The King then sent men to occupy the islet of Lisehswith its
castles, towns and villages, and in particular tteestle where good
Andolosia had been held prisoner. All the menancen who were guilty
of knowing of the murder and keeping silence wetigexl and hung without
mercy from its walls. Having discovered that Arakid’'s corpse had been
deposited in a ditch not far from the castle, thegkhad it lifted out and
honourably borne to Famagusta in a flambeau-licgssion. There the
body was laid to rest in the magnificent cathetralfather had founded and
endowed; and a stately memorial service was heldhenseventh and
thirtieth days after his burial, with many massesgsfor his soul, as though
for a member of one of the highest and mightiestilias in the Kingdom.
In attendance were the King, the Prince, the Quaeat Princess Agrippina,
who deeply mourned the loss of faithful Andolosi®s neither he nor
Ampedo had left an heir, the King took possessiaih® magnificent palace,
and found great abundance of money, jewels, andsuoms furnishings
inside. Into this palace moved the Prince; andhdld court in Famagusta

until his father’s death.
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Epilogue™

From this history is to be noted: if young Fortwsahad desired and
chosen Wisdom from Lady Fortune in the wood, indteathe Purse of
Riches, it would have been granted him in abundaand no one could
have stolen this treasure from him. Through thsdam and intelligence he
would have gained temporal goods, an honourablersaisce, and extensive
possessions. But because, at that time in hihywet preferred wealth and
worldly goods, for the sake of pleasure and senappktite — and many
others would undoubtedly desire such a Purse aaaverld of intelligence
— he brought much bitterness and gall on his owhras sons’ heads. All
was milk and honey for a short while, but the egdivas such as you have
heard.

So anyone who faces such a choice need not réfleédng: follow
reason, ignore forward folly, and select wisdonobefwealth. This is what
Solomon did, and it made him the richest King omtlica But there is the
real concern that Lady Fortune, who deals suchcelsoand bestowed the
Purse on Fortunatus, has been hunted from our,lamndsis to be found in

this world no longer.

- End -

¥*The epilogue was omitted as early as the secornibedi518). It was almost certainly
not written by the author; it may have been addeth the foreword, by the printer,
Johann Otmar.
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